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THE 
Eprron to the REA DER. 


7 HE following Sermons are offered 
10 the publick, not from a preſump 
tion of any peculiar merit or excellency 
in the compoſition, but merely to raiſe 
ſome ſmall ſupply for a numerous Fa- 
 mily ; which the Author hinyelf, from 
his circumſtances and ſituation in life, 
was unable to provide for. 
= They are plain diſcourſes, moſt of 
them drawn up for the uſe and im- 
provement of a private Congregation, 
and with no view of being Puli iſhed : 
So that nothing but the exigencies of 
his Children, could juſtiſy the liberty 
which is now taken. . 5 
It was the defign of the Editor 10 
have printed a lift of the Subſcribers 
Names ; but finding that many could 
not be got at, and that many others 
wy were 


{(w) 
were de PA irous of being concealed ; 1 
was upon the whole thought more expe- 
dient to lay aſide this defign, and to beg 
they would in this ay accept of thoſe 
thanks which are due to the great en- 
couragement that has been Hives zo this 
work. 


I orhing ed SF” be added, but 
170 inform the Subſcribers, that ſome 
part of the Family have, by means of 
the money already received, been placed 
in a decent and reputable way of get- 
ting their livelihood, and that the whole 
ariſing from this Subſcription, will be 
carefully employed in favour of ye 
for whoſe "ep it was undertaken. 
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SERMON I. 


On the RESURRECTION. | 


ACTS ii. 32. | 


7h 72 fu hath God raiſed up; whereof 
we e all are Wimeſſes. 


(HE infinite importance of the h 
of this point of our Faith, has on 


all hands been conſtantly acknowledg'd ; 
and the abſolute neceſfity of a full ſatis- 


faction of the certainty of it, been the oc- 
caſion of its exerciſing the pens of the moſt 
ſtrenuous defenders of our Religion. For 


indeed, it being foretold in the Old Teſta- 


ment, that the Meſſiah was to die and riſe 
again; it was entirely expedient to. ſhew 
beyond all pollibility of contradiction, that 
Yeſus, whom we aſſert to be that Meſſiah, 
did really and truly riſe from the dead. 


| Otherwiſe, all the proofs we could bring 


A of 
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of his being that excellent Perſon from the 


deſcription of him given by the Prophets, 


tho' moſt. exactly correſponding with the 


lhfe and actions of Feſus Chriſt, would loſe 


their effect, and fall to the ground: would 
only ſerve to expoſe an affected impoſture, 
eſtabliſh the ignominy and juſtice of his 
death, and utterly deſtroy the hopes and 


expectations of his followers. 
Or Saviour himſelf had fr thy in 


the moſt public manner declar 'd, that he 


would riſe from the dead; that, tho' the 
malice and envy of the chief prieſts and 


people ſhould be ſo far ſucceſsful, as to put 


| : him to death, yet they ſhould not be able 


to confine him to the grave; but that he 


would on the third day invincibly prove 
the truth of his doctrine, by breaking the 
bands of Death, and triumphing over all the 


powers of darkneſs. And as the i ignominy 


of his death, (ſo contrary to all the expec- 
tations of his followers,) might utterly de- 
feat their hopes in him; he lays the whole 


ſtreſs of his veracity upon this iſſue, the 
2 | | _— 
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certainty of his ſpeedy Reſurrection: 


being, by the nature of the action, e 
to obviate all objections againſt a crucified 


Saviour, and to eſtabliſh on the firmeſt 


foundations, the truth of whatever he had 


taught and promis d. 


As therefore the Apoſtles neither did, | 
nor could deny, that Chriſt died; and the 
Phariſees judg'd it a ſufficient proof of his 
being an Impoſtor, that he who ſtyl'd him- 
ſelf Saviour of the world, could not fave 


himſelf from Death: they obviated, and 
entirely overthrew this concluſion, by ſhew- 


ing unanſwerably, that Chriſt was actually 
riſen again; that this event was as great, 
if not a much greater proof of his Divinity, 
than that which they requir'd, namely, that 
if he was the Son of God, he ſhould come 


down from the Croſs, and they would be- 


heve on him: it being infinitely an act of 
greater power to deliver himſelf from death, 
when actually dead, than to have prevented 


that death while he was yet alive. And 


8 his n his Soul again to his 
a22 | Body, 


— 
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Body, prov'd to a demonſtration, that he 


44 
1 


by:juſt concluſions be inſiſted on. 


vas abſolute Lord of the whole Creation, 
and exercis'd an unlimited power over the 
animal and material world. 


THo' we, at this time, can entertain no 
manner of doubt concerning this Article; 
yet the refreſhing our memories with ſome 
of its moſt obvious arguments, as it will 


ſerve to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of re- 


jecting the doctrine of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, ſupported by ſo convincing a teſti- 


mony, ſo may properly enough eſtabliſh us 
in the firmeſt hopes of the completion of 
the promiſe Chriſt made to us when upon 


Earth, of raiſing us up to Life eternal. 
IN the purſuit therefore of this diſcourſe, 

1 ſhall conſider the argument mention'd in 

the text by St. Peter, namely, the validity of 


the Apoſtle's teſtimony, and then ſubjoin 


ſome other evidence which the ſcripture 


accounts give of this memorable tranſac- 


tion. 


Ax in the ſecond 1 male "I ob- 


a and inferences from. it, as may 
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SERMON I. 5 
I. For the more clear handling of the 


firſt point, I ſhall examine, 
iſt, WHAT ane the * gave 


of this matter. 


a⁊dly, I ſhall conſider how far this teſti- 


2 mony may be relied on. 


AND firſt : We find the FR of the 


Acts delivering himſelf in this manner, in 


the very beginning of his hiſtory. To vhm 
alſo He (meaning Chriſt) ſhew'd himſelf alive 
after his Paſſion, by many infallible proofs, 
being ſeen of them (1.e. the Diſciples) forty 
days, and ſpeaking of the things pertaining to 


'the Kingdom of God. 


AND St. Peter in his 8 at this feaſt 
of Pentecoſt, ſoon after his Aſcenſion, prov- 


ing in the firſt place, that David propheti- 
_ cally ſpoke of ſuch a Perſon who ſhould be 


rais'd up, determines that this was that 


| Perſon whom God hath raiſed up, having loos'd : 


the pains of death, becauſe that it was not 


poſſible that he ſhould be holden of it. And 
again in the words of the text — This Jeſus 
&cc. Further, we find the very ſame words 


a3 repeated 


D SERMON I. 
repeated in another ſermon of his, at cur- 
ing the impotent man in the Temple. In 
the 4th chapter, to the Rulers who had put 

him to death, he boldly aſſerts the very 
ſame truth, maintaining it in theſe words : 
Be it known unto you all, and all the people of 
Iſrael; that by the Name of Jeſus Chriſt of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raiſed 
from the dead, even by him, doth this Man 
tand here before you whole. 


FROM his teſtimony proceed we to St. 
Pauls; who, in the 15th chap. of 1 Car. 
tells us, that Chriſt oſe again the third day, 
according to the Scriptures ; that he was ſeen 
of Cephas, then of the tavelve; that after that, 
he was ſeen of above five hundred brethren at 

once, of whom the greater part remain'd alive 
at the time of his writing that epiſtle ; after 

| that, he was ſcen of James; then of all the 
Apoſtles ; ; and laſt of all, he was ten by St. Paul 
Himſelf alſo. 
HERE is a complicated willenee; and to 
ſome frequently repeated. To theſe we 
may add the evidence of the four Evange- 

| liſts 3 
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SERMON I. 7 


liſts; which, as far as concerns the teſti- 
mony of the Apoſtles about it, is the whole 


of the account which the Scripture furniſhes 
us with. Here being therefore teſtimony 


ſufficient; no want of evidence, either as 
to number or plainneſs; we ſhall next con- 
ſider, how far this unn is to be re- 
lied on. 

Now, the validity of any 3 con- 
cerning a matter of fact, muſt be tried by 
theſe two methods; by examining into the 


reality of the thing related, that the wit- 


neſſes were not impos'd upon, or deceiv'd 


_ themſelves; and further, by the integrity 


of the witneſſes themſelves, that they would 
not impoſe upon, or deceive others. For, if 


the witneſſes were impos'd upon in the 


thing itſelf, we may be preſented with a 


fictitious ſcene, inſtead of a real matter of 


fact: and if, on the other hand, the inte- 
grity of the witneſſes be not eſtabliſh'd, tho 
their judgements and capacities were ever 
ſo acute, we ſhould never be ſecure of the 


certainty of the matter of fact related by 
A4 ; them 


v 
| 
: 

; 

1 


— aber; et ns i nts 
— 


* 
—— — 4 —— 2 ·*²n d 
— 260.0 vs 
.. 3 — — ä —12— 


them. From all which it will follow unde- 
niably, that a matter cf fact, related by 
perſons, whoſe judgements in that caſe 
were unqueſtionable, and their integrity 
free from any ſuſpicion whatever, comes 
recommended with the higheſt evidence; 
and cannot, with any ſhew of reaſon, be 
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SERMON I. 


rejected. For, if the witneſſes were capable 
of judging in the affair, what fear is there 
of their being impos d upon? And if their 


integrity be unqueſtionable, what danger 


are we in of their deceiving us? 
Now, I ſhall ſhew that the teſtimony of 
the Apoſtles will ſtand both theſe trials; 
and that the moſt minute enquiry in both 
theſe particulars will be for the advantage 


of this point; and therefore our Lord's 
Reſurrection: ſtands upon the beſt evidence 


that can be procur'd. 

Foz, as to the firſt part of it, iis « com- 
petency of the Apoſtles judgements, and 
the certainty that they were not deceiv'd 
themſelves ; every circumſtance of the hiſ- 


tory will ſhew it to * morally impoffible. 


er | 
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For, not to inſiſt, that it is no eaſy matter to 
perſuade any one of another's riſing from 
the dead, a thing ſo highly improbable in 
it ſelf, and ſo hardly reconcileable with the 
incredulity natural to mankind ; there are 
certain points to beconfider'd in it, which 
are utterly inconſiſtent with the notion of 
* impoſition. 461 
THE took not the y of our Lord's 
ReſurreRion lightly, or upon hear-ſay ; but 
2 Peter and Fobn eſpecially, ex- 
in d the affair with an uncommon nicety 
2 curioſity. Had they entertain'd it ab- 
ſolutely upon the firſt rumour, they cer- 
tainly had not ſo narrowly inſpected the 
ſepulchre. Their very conduct in this Caſe 
ſhews, that they were backward in confiding 
in report, eſpecially in a report of ſuch con- 
ſequence. And tho' they paſſionately. de- 
ſir'd to find it true, (as indeed good reaſon 
they had to wiſh ſo) yet they did not ac- 
quieſce in it until they had well canvaſs'd 
the matter. A behaviour, contrary to the 
common practice of mankind; we being 
128 generally 
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generally ready enough to believe reports 


which will make for our advantage : a be- 
haviour therefore, which evinc'd an extra- 


ordinary prudence, highly befitting the 


AND indeed, the Apoſtles ware of all 


men leaſt liable to the charge of credulity ; 


the contrary fault being frequently reprovd 


in them by our Lord: and therefore, it was 
hardly probable that they, who ſcarcely be- 
liev'd in him, though they daily beheld the 


' miracles he wrought among them when a- 


live, ſhould on a ſudden become over con- 


fident in his power, whom they certainly 


knew was dead. | 

AGAIN, as the crime of over- Cre- 
dulity could not be charg'd upon the A- 
poſtles, ſo were they not impos'd upon by 


miſlead their ſenſes, or work upon their 


fancies. Our Lord not only appear'd to 


them, but convers'd with them, and ſen- 


fibly perform'd the functions of a truly or- 


ganiz d body. He convers'd freely with 


them, 


> I 
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them, ſhew'd them his hands and his ſide, 


and took the nouriſhment proper for na- 


ture: and when one of his Apoſtles who 
was abſent, doubted of the truth of theſe 
relations, he intreated him to come near, 


and examine in the moſt curious manner, 
the reality of his appearance: and as the 
conſequence was, that upon ſo good con- 


5 viction, he let drop his doubts, and freely 


acknowledg'd his Lord, and his God, ſo 
muſt ſuch proceedings as theſe utterly clear 
this tranſaction of any imputation of fraud 
or colluſion: ſuch deceits never admitting 
ſo eloſe an enquiry, and ſo free an examina- 
tion, but prudently ſnunning the narrow 


inſpection and dangerous curioſity of thoſe 


who are concern d in it. 
AGAIN, the time and frequency of our 
Lord's appearance undeniably prove, that 


the Apoſtles were not, nor could be impos'd 


on. For ſuppoſe them ever ſo weak, ever 
ſo credulous, and that the very firſt appear- 
ance fully perſuaded them of the truth of 
what was in — only a Phantom, or the 

creature 
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creature of their own brain; yet this pre- 
poſſeſſion would hardly have laſted forty 


days. Had they been ever ſo eaſily ſur- 
priz d into it at firſt; yet here was time to 
deliberate after the firſt impreſſion was over, 
and their cooler thoughts might reject what 


their ſurprize had betray d them into: a 


thing not in the leaſt uncommon with us. 
But their imagination muſt be ſtrong in- 
deed, to fancy a thing for forty days to- 
gether, and to believe it as firmly as if it had 
really been: or to behold, for forty days 
together, a Scene of the utmoſt importance 
to them, and never look any further into 
the truth of it. Such a proceeding as this 
muſt reflect upon them in the groſſeſt man- 


ner, and is plainly irreconcileable with their 


having either their ſenſes or underſtand- 


. AND further, they muſt not only have 
been deluded with an imaginary ſcene of his 
Perſon ; but they muſt have fancy'd they 
heard him talking and diſcourſing of many 
things. For the ſame authority, upon which 


we 
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we now proceed for the truth of his appear- 


ance, relates the ſubſtance of ſome of his 


diſcourſes, and hints that he made a great 


many others; all which muſt be equally the 
effect of the ſame deluſion. Now this is 


carrying the matter to a pitch indeed of 


uncommon artifice, and exquiſite contri- 
vance, in the manager of this ſcene, or to a 
degree of the moſt ſenſeleſs ſtupidity and 
extravagant enthuſiaſm in the Perſons con- 
cern'd. e EY: 

AGAIN, the number of the perſons who 
profeſs'd themſelves witneſſes of this tranſ- 
action, renders it utterly impoſſible, that 
there was any fraud in the caſe. For, grant- 
ing that one or two might be perſons of 


ſtrong fancies to delude themſelves, or of 


weakneſs to ſuffer others to impoſe-upon 
them : yet, it is hatdly conceivable, how 


above five hundred ſhiould be pick d out, of 


juſt the ſame pregnant fancy and eaſy cre- 
dulity. That not one of this large num- 
ber ſhould have diſcernment enough to find 


it out, or have ſober reaſon enough to cor- 


Bog rect 


14 SERMON I. 

rect the (allies of a wandering imagination, 
in a matter of ſuch exc::flive moment to 
them, is indeeda wonderful andunparallel'd 


example: is ſuch an inſtance of the power 


of fancy, or the art of deceivers, as would 
(if admitted in the preſent caſe) be an in- 


ſiurmountable obſtacle to our belief of any 


thing whatever, though ever ſo plainly re- 
preſented to our ſenſes, or fairly ſubmitted 


to our judgements and underſtandings. And 
if, after ſuch evident marks of truth and 
reality, the Apoſtles were at length impos'd 


upon; then may we with good reaſon diſ- 
truſt the teſtimonies of our ſenſes, and 


calmly ſit down under the melancholy ne- 


ceſſity of being for ever deceiv'd. 


_ LASTLY: I ſhall obſerve with reſpect to 
the Apoſtles teſtimony in this point, that 


there is no reaſon to think they would have 


_ embrac'd ſuch an opinion, unleſs it had all 
the proofs neceſſary to evince its certainty. 


For, lightly to eſpouſe the cauſe of one, 
condemn'd in a publick manner, as an ene- 
my to the Church and State, would have 

. been 


AE Ban 


eee W 2 
J2Jͤ I 3 S N 
an DEC Jo EN Bhs Y n N 

+ . l Bae: I 2 3 
r * TVC > OF 
* 4 ; Wa 28 N 2 vg 


SERMON I. 1 5 
been the extreameſt madneſs and folly. For 
they were ſure to incur the diſpleaſure of 
the Government, by aſſerting a tranſaction 
vhich condemn'd his judges, and laid them 
under the higheſt odium. And therefore 
their bold and open publication of it, we 
can aſcribe to nothing, but the higheſt ſa- 
tüsfaction of its truth, founded on the moſt 
rational conviction. 

HAVING thus far eſtabliſned one e part of 
the Apoſtles teſtimony, with regard to our 
Lord's Reſurrection, namely, the impoſſibi- 
1 lity of their being impos d 1 85 themſelves; 
I proceed, 

SECONDLY ; To eſtabliſh the other part 
> of it, namely, the integrity of the witneſſes, 
and the little reaſon we have to think that 
= they would impoſe upon us. 
8 THE contrivers of an impoſture muſt ſet 
2 about it for one or other of theſe reaſons ; ; 
4 | either to advance their. own reputation, or 
N to promote fome conſiderable intereſt : it 
being abſolutely ridiculous, to ſuppoſe any” 
; perſons would ſet themſelves induftriouſly 
= Bo | . to 
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to propagate lies, unleſs it were to ſerve or 


carry on ſome ſuch private views. If there- 


fore they, by publiſhing our Lord's Reſur- 


| rection, which was falſe, could propoſe to 
themſelves either of theſe advantages, then 
will I ſeek for ſome better evidence than 


their teſtimony for the truth of it. But if, 
on the contrary, I found, the publiſhing of 


it moſt directly tended to the ruin of their 


reputation and intereſt; I'can attribute 


their perſiſting in it to no one reaſon in 
the world, but the force of truth, and their | 


firm belief of it themſelves. 


THAT the Apoſtles could 8 any 5 
reputation to themſelves, by averring a 


falſchood of that nature, is, I think, moral- 
ly impoſſible ; if any one conſiders the terms 


upon which they ſtood with the Jewiſh na- 


tion. Their joining our Saviour in his life- 


time had expos'd them ſufficiently to the 


ſcorn and contempt of the Phariſees and 
Elders. Their being the followers of one 


whom the Phariſees look d upon as an in- 
novator in reli gion , and adverſary to their 


Law, 


_ SERMON I. 17 
Law and a zealous oppoſer of their autho- 
rity. and teaching; had render'd them ob- 
noxious in the higheſt degree to their hatred 
and diſpleaſure. They reſented further the 
preſumption of men, bred in ſo contempt- 
ible a country as they held Galilee, in ſet- 
ting up to reform abuſes, in preaching a 


doctrine wholly new, and in endeavouring 
to alter the laws and cuſtoms of their an- 
ceſtors. . 1 


or this humour the Apoſtles no doubt 
had felt the effects, while their Maſter was 


alive; and had a ſevere leſſon taught them 
in their treatment of his perſon, what mea- 


ſure they might expect from them. He had 
been vilely traduc d, as a friend of publicans 


and ſinners, contemptibly ſtyl'd a Samari- 


tan, and impiouſly charg'd with having a 
Devil. They had reflected upon him for 
the meanneſs of his birth, often obſerving 
that he was the carpenter's fon; and, not- 
withſtanding all the miracles he work d, we 


find he advanc'd but little in their eſteem 
or regard for him. 


_ TR 
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Tar 18 being the caſe, which way could 
the Apoſtles think to raiſe any reputation 
to themſelves if they walk d in his ſteps ? 
How ſhould they think of increaſing their 
fame, by expreſſing a profound veneration 
for him, whom the Phariſees and Rulers 
| hated and deſpis d? The raiſing therefore 
a ſtory, ſo much to his honour, as that he 


was riſen again, they muſt needs think 
would not advance them much in the fas 


vour and eſteem of his inveterate enemies. 


Hor however, if they were weak enough 
to think fo, they were pretty ſoon ufideceiv- 


ed: their error was pretty ſoon corrected, 
and that in a manner which they could not 
poſſibly miſtake. How happen'd it then, 
that finding themſelves balk d of their expec- 
| tations, they ſtill perſiſted in it? How came 
it, they did not wiſely draw back and re- 
trieve their character, by retracting in good 


time? Cunning deceivers know how to 


manage their affairs with ſingular dexterity, 
and to weigh diligently their likelyhood of 


ves; ; and always — the worſt, have | 


* 1 3 
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conſtantly in reſerve a good after-game to 
come off with: that which way ſoever the 
matter goes, they may ſide with it with 
equal prudence and ſafety to their charac- 
ters. How different was the behaviour of 


the Apoſtles ! how much more open and 
ingenuous! They declar'd, that Chriſt was 
riſen from the dead. When it was on all 


hands oppos'd, they perſiſted conftantly and 
immoveably in the ſame declaration, with- 
out any regard to what the world might 


ſay, to the reproaches they might be loaded 


with, or the ſufferings it might bring on 


them. For, when call'd before the Rulers, 
and requir d ſtrictly no more to preach in 


the name of Jeſus riſen again; they re- 


jected their inj unctions: and when chaſtiz d 


ſeverely for their refuſal; they were no 
ſooner diſmiſt, but they publickly taught 
the ſame: and, though frequently corrected 
as often continued to do ſo. And when thoſe 


lighter puniſhments would do little good. 


upon them, they ſoon learn'd, by the cruel 


| treatment of ſome of their brethren . and 


3 2 Fellow- 


—— —L— 8 ·˙— nt 7 677 - 


20 SERMON I. 


Fellow-Diſciples, that there would be no 
mercy ſhew'd them. 


Now, that a number of Men ſo incon- | 
fiderable, ſhould agree together to frame a 


lye, which muſt infallibly exaſperate men, 


who were already their enemies, is not con- 
ſiſtent with common prudence. But that, 
when ill treated, abus d, ſtript, and beaten, 


and impriſon'd for it, thy ſhould never 


faulter in their ſtory, nor differ in their re- 
lation of it, nor diſcover theleaſt irreſolution 


or fear ; is an inexplicable difficulty, and 


abſolutely impoſſible to be accounted for. 
For though ſome have maintain'd a falſe- 


hood before now with exemplary conſtancy ; 


yet has there been ſome viſible reaſon for 


it: a proſpect of advantage, or certain re- 
ward, which has ſervd to buoy up their 


ſpirits during ſuch lamentable oppreſſions. 
But nothing of this kind can take place 
here. There was no body of confideration 


concern'd enough in this to bribe them to 
it: nothing before their eyes but a ſeries of 


ſufferings. And, that not one of them ſhould 
. fail 
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fail and confeſs the cheat; not one of thoſe 


very men, who before, at the bare appear- 
ance of danger, had forſaken their maſter 


(and one in particular to ſcreen himſelf had 
denied him) that none, I ſay, of theſe, ſhould 


ſhrink at fetters and priſons ; can be attri- 


buted to nothing but the goodneſs of their 
cauſe. For, from whence had thoſe men 


who a few days before, betray'd the greateſt 
fear and cowardice, the confidence to affirm 
their maſter was riſen again ; but becauſe 
they knew it to be certainly and infallibly 
ſo? and how came they by ſo much reſo- 
lution and boldneſs, to aver it to the face 
of the rulers with ſuch conſtancy, to their 
eternal confuſion who condemn'd him; but 


| becauſe the force of truth was ſuperior to 


all conſiderations of ſafety, and ſubdu d all 
the apprehenſions and motions of Nature? 
_ LASTLY : I ſhall obſerve, as a further 
proof of the Apoſtles integrity ; that, as 


they could propoſe no temporal advantage 


by tranſmitting a lye to us, ſo any ſuch im- 
poiture would abſolutely and notoriouſly | 
| 2 ' 


* 
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expoſe them to the greateſt deriſion and con- 


tempt; and would juſtly charge them with 
the abſurdeſt contradiction to themſelves 
and their doctrine. For they taught a doc» 


ttine, which utterly diſclaims all manner of 
falſchood whatever; a doctrine which inſiſts 


upon the greateſt ſimplicity and ſincerity in 
our dealings with mankind ; condemns in 
the fulleſt manner all deceit and fraud: and 
finally cuts off the hopes of hypocrites and 


impoſtors. Can we therefore ſuppoſe: men 


ſo ſenſeleſs as to propagate a religion by 
falſehood, which denounces a heavy judge» 
ment againſt decervers ? or that they would 
eſtabliſh a religion, by a lye of that conſe- 


quence, when that ava thunders out 


— againſt lyars 255 
world we have already confider'd'; what 
they might have of a life after: this, we are 


now weighing.— And that indeed as ſmall. 


enough, if we conſider the affront it is to 
God Almighty, to forge credentials from 
bim; to ſtyle our ſelves his miniſters, when 
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SERMON J. 23 


in * we are not; and to FRI that 


he ſet his ſea) in the moſt eminent degree 


to a notorious lye. Surely, when they 


preach'd God Almighty, a God of truth; 
they would not have dar'd to declare that 
he raiſed up Jeſus, whom he raiſed not up, 
And ſurely, they had a better ſenſe of their 
condition in this world, than ſo extrava- 
gantly to laviſh away their hopes in the next; 


with no manner of inducement prompting 


them, with no fear compelling them, nor 
any intereſt whatever, in this world or the 


other, which could in the leaſt influence or 


encourage them; but on the contrary, ef- 
fectually ruining their intereſt by it; ſacri- 
ficing all that was near and dear to them in 


purſuing it; and willfully ſubj ecting them- 


ſelves to the moſt exquiſite pains, and to the 
extreameſt circumſtances of horror, 1 in main- 
taining it. 

ARE theſe the practices of impoſtors ? 
Are theſe the ſchemes of deceivers ? Surely, 
ſuch a diſintereſted conduct manifeſts, that 
this tranſaction ſtands upon the firmeſt 
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foundation of truth and certainty; and on 


a teſtimony every way unſuſpected and un- 
queſtionable. 
HaviNG thus impartially examin d the 


teſtimony of the Apoſtles concerning our 


Lord's Reſurrection; and fully ſhewn, that 


it neither can, nor ought, to be excepted 


againſt, as carrying all the marks of truth ; 


along with it; I ſhall at preſent wave any 


other proof of it, and proceed to, 


II. QBSERVATIONS upon fo i important 
a doctrine. 

AND firſt: I dire that our Lord's Re- 
ſurrection, ſo fully prov'd, at once evinces 
the truth and divinity of the perſon thus 
riſen again, For, as to the truth of his miſ- 


fion ; had not our Lord riſen again, we had 
receiv'd no certain aſſurance of the truth of 


what he ſo frequently afferted, that he was 
the Saviour of the world. He knew that the 
doctrine he taught was likely enough to ſtir 
up the malice of a corrupted council, and 
a bigotted multitude. And therefore, tho' 


he truly propheſy'd of his death, that would 


not 


SERMON I. 25 
not have ſatisfied his followers : had he 
continu'd in the grave, whatever ſpecious 
pretences he might make to the character 
of a Saviour, they would have had no in- 
fluence over his followers. But his riſing 
again awaken'd the hopes of thoſe who had 
been utterly confounded at his crucifixion: 
and ſhew'd, in the moſt convincing man- 
ner, that he was no impoſtor, but the ex- 
pected Saviour; that God wonderfully in- 
terpos'd in vindicating him to the world, 
and requir'd their firm belief in and their 
Full and open acknowledgement of ſo au- 
_ thentick a teſtimony of his truth. 
AGAIN : The truth of our Lord's Reſur- 
re&ion in the firmeſt manner eſtabliſhes the 
truth of our own; places our hopes on the 
ſtrongeſt foundation; and is a ſignal en- 
couragement to conſtancy and fidelity. I 
That he raiſed up himſelf, he is able alſo to raiſe 
up us : and as he declar'd that he would do 
both the one and the other; as the one is 
unqueſtionably come to paſs; ſo moſt ſure- 
1y will the other alſo. For the Apoſtle teſti- 
fies, 
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fies, that as we have been baptix * into his 
ſufferings and death, ſo ſhall we alſo into his 
Reſurrection: that is, as many among us 
as have made profeſſion of the belief of a 
crucified Saviour, and, following his ſteps, 
have crucified the world with the affections 
and luſts, ſhall ſhare of that power which 
Chriſt had by his reſurrection obtain'd, and, 
being rais'd up as he was, ſhall be partakers 
of his glory. 

LASTLY: We muſt remember, that this 
promiſe is conditional : that though all of 
us ſhall moſt ſurely be rais'd up, yet that 
not all of us ſhall have a joyful Reſurrecti- 
on; but as many only as ſhall ſet them- 
ſelves to do their Lord's will: that, though 
Chriſt has power to raiſe us all up, yet he 
will raiſe thoſe only to life, who have been 
his faithful ſoldiers and ſervants ; who have 
perform'd the conditions of the Goſpel-Co- 
venant, and Iv'd ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world: that to ſuch 
indeed he will ſhew himſelf at the laſt day a 
merciful deliverer and Saviour; mighty to 


ſave: 


Lo 
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fave: but thoſe who have rejected the words of 
his Goſpel, or wickedly neglected their duty, 
he will deliver them, both in body and ſoul, 
into the hands of cruel and evil Spirits, to 
receive from them the juſt reward of their 


wickedneſs. It therefore exceedingly be- 
comes us, to conſider the meaning and im- 


portance of our Reſurrection ; which is the 


uniting our bodies and ſouls, in order to 
their eternal welfare or miſery : and earn- 
eſtly to ſet ourſelves, ſo to live in this world, 
that we may be partakers of the Reſur- 
rection of the Juſt, which is to life ever- 
laſting. 
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On the RESURRECTION. 


1 Dat. XV. 12. 


Now, if Chriſt be preached that he * 
| from the dead, how ſay ſome among 
* that there is no Re efurreFion ? 


O doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion, 

met with a more difficult reception 
than that of the Reſurrection of the dead. 
As this was a ſtumbling- block to the ems, 
(the Saddycees denying that there was any 
Reſurrection, neither Angel nor Spirit) ſo 
was it fooliſhneſs, or idle tales to the Greeks. 
Yet St. Paul ſcrupled not to enter the liſts 
againſt the ſtrongeſt oppoſers of it; and 
with amazing reſolution and weight of 
reaſoning, attack'd the obſtinate incredulity 
of the Jew, and the miſgrounded philoſo- 
: = | phy 


30 SERMON IL 
Phy of the Greet. Truſting to the ſtrength 
of the eyidenee, and relying on the power 


' which had given a divine ſanction to its 


truth, in the inſpiration; of its preachers ; 
he fear'd neither the prejudices of the one, 
nor the ſelf-ſufficiency of the other. He 
therefore paſs'd by their ſcoffs when they 
ſtyl'd him a Babbler, and a fetter forth of 


ſtrange Gods. So infatuated indeed were the 


Philoſophers of their two principal ſects *, 


ſo miſled by their attachment to the doc- 


trine of many Gods; that when he preach'd 
to them Jeſus and the Reſurrection, they 
look d upon Je/ws as ome new God, and 

the Reſurrection as a Goddeſs. And altho' 
they gave great attention to his diſcourſes; 
yet as ſoon: as he began to deliver his ſen- 
timents upon this ſubject, their attention 
ceas'd, ant they abruptly broke off the con- 


ference; ſome mocking, and others ſaying, 


we will hear thee again of this matter. 
Wsꝝ find further by this epiſtle, that not 
the Arbenians only, but they of Corinth alſo, 


* Epicurtans and Shoici. 
ſeem'd 
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SERMON II. 31 
ſeem'd to doubt of the truth of this point; 
to rectify which, he reaſons upon it largely 
in this Chapter, proving the Reſurrection 
of the dead as conſequent upon the Reſur- 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt. —If Cbriſt be preached 
that he roſe from the dead, how ſay ſome among 
you that there is no Reſurrection? * 
Now, it is certain, that the Apoſtles 


argument here for the general Reſurrection 


is founded on the truth and certainty of 
that of our Lord: and as to the evidence 
of that tranſaction, he himſelf declares it 
to be the ground-work on which the whole 
fabrick of our Redemption depends; and 
that in the plaineſt words. — J Cbriſt be not 
riſen, then is your faith vain, — and our 
preaching is vain, — the conſequences of 
which he immediately ſubjoins to be, our 
remaining under condemnation, in an un- 
redeemed and unregenerate ſtate: Iv are 
(ſays he) yet in your fins. 

Ir is evident therefore, that the Apoſtle 
before us firmly believ'd it himſelf, ſince he 
ventur'd to put the whole truth of the doc- 
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trine he preach'd, and his own credit and 


ſalvation, as well as that of the whole world; 
upon it, And the fact itſelf came origi- 
nally ſo well atteſted ; and when diſputed, 
has been always ſo well clear'd ; that per- 


haps there is not any fact in hiſtory better 
ſupported, than that Jeſus did truly and 


really riſe from the dead. Upon which, I 
ſhall proceed to ſhew the general doctrine ; 
namely, that in Chriſt all ſhall be made 
alive. 

iſt. THEN I mall prove, . there is to 
be a Reſurrection of the dead : 
2dly. THE benefits thereof : 

zdly, WHo they are, who ſhall partake 
of theſe benefits. 

- Taz firſt point, viz. that * ſhall be 


A e has little need of being prov'd 


to thoſe who have ſo frequently and ſolemn- 
ly profeſs d the belief of it, by admitting 
this article in the publick creeds of the 
Church; and as it is inſeparably con- 


nected with the belief of our Lord's Re- 


ſurrection, which we now commemorate, 


 - _ I ſhall 


1 mall GT PO only obſerve, that to the 


it is poſſible, and, that it has been perform d; 

both which, I ſhall briefly ſhew, belong to 

the doctrine of the Reſurrection of the dead: 
and if to theſe we add ourſelves, what we 

| have receiv d from teſtimony and ſcripture 

about it, we have al- the ſatiofattion.” we 

can deſire. 


- 1ſt, then: THE RefarreQion of the dead 
is - poſſible. IT BE 

THz misfortune is; that moſt men 

| think that impoſſible which they cannot 


bs very far from being reafonable. We all- 
of us, | every day, are witneſſes of too 
many 'things which we cannot account 
for: the poſſibility of which, nevertheleſs 
ſhould we deny, we ſhould contradict our 
very ſenſes,” and the reality of much the 
greater half of what actu ally paſſes in the 
world. — St; Paul met with ſome of this 
ſtamp in the point before us; and accord- 
* form'd his plan of defending the 
655 2G | Reſur- 
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credibility of any thing; it is ſufficient, that 


account for: and yet, ſuch a "ſentiment 
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Refurre&ion to them upon their own rea- 


ſoning. He knew they denied the poſſibi- 
lity of a Reſurrection upon natural prin- 


ciples : he therefore ſets himſelf to prove 


it from their own words. —The argument, 


which no doubt, was popular at that time, 
was that which he has given us,---But ſome 


1 Body do they come? 


Ix may juſtly be imagin'd, that the has 
part of the queſtion was a prophane ſneer 
of the ſelf-ſufficient Deiſt: ſince it extorted 


from this great defender of Revelation, a 

contemptuous reproof. The queſtion how- 
ever plainly calling upon the aſſertors of the 
Reſurrection, to prove it's poſſibility upon 


natural principles, viz. it's connection with, 
and conformity to natural cauſes and ef- 


fects the Apoſtle firſt requires, that the 
objector ſhould give him an account in a 
natural way, of the production of a ſubject 


which he had to propound, the truth of 


which they could not poſſibly deny. He in- 


ſtances in . of thoſe parts of 
grains 


2 


3 + 
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grain, which being dead and corrupted in 
the earth, acquire power from the very prin- 
ciples of vegetation to revive, or to be raiſed; 
and are cloath'd with ſo new and altogether 
different a body from that which was put 


into the ground. Thox fool ! that awhich thou 


foweſt is not quickened, except it die: and that 
which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt not that body that 
ſhall be, but bare grain, perchance of wheat, or of 
ſome other grain; —in which there is at preſent 
nothing of root or ſtalk, of blade or ear: 


but God giveth it a body proper for it's par- 
ticular ſpecies, and to every ſeed it's own 
: peculiar proper body (To 1010 Trp) not that | 


of another kind of grain. Shew me now, 
how this is effected by the operation of 
natural cauſes and effects, viz. by their own 
power : and then, the Apoſtle thought, it 
would be time enough for him to give an” 
account, in a natural way, of the Reſur- 
beton. But he was very ſure they could 
not account for the moſt common produc- 
tion in nature, without having recourſe to 
ſomewhat elſe than merely natural cauſes: 


wy 


C 2 = - 
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nor was it ever his intention to prove the 
Reſurrection by ſuch a ſort of argument. 
The queſtion therefore being foreign to the 
purpoſe, the Apoſtle rejects it; and at the 
ſiame time ſhews the folly of it, by retort- 
ing it with redoubled force on the infidel 
objector: and by that management, throws 
a juſt reproach on all who reaſon on an 
unfair bottom, namely, thoſe who require 
ſuch evidence for the proof of a point which 
does not belong to the queſtion, and with- 
out which it might be certainly true. 
THE Apoſtle had a right to require their 
admitting the Reſurrection of the dead, as 
Poſſible : ſince they every day aſſented to the 
reality, and therefore certainly to the poſ- 
Ability, of things which they could no more 
account for by natural powers than he could 
for the Reſurrection. | 
By this way of reaſoning, the Apoſtle 
evinc'd, that the nature of the Reſurrection 
implied no impoſſibility; and that if it did, 
upon the ſame principles many other things 
would be pro d . the truth of 
which, 
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which, we however ſee every day in real 
matters of fact: and therefore, as that ob- 
jection would prove far too much, if it 
prov'd any thing, even to the contradiction 
of the cleareſt light; therefore in fact it 
prov'd nothing at all ; and therefore, no- 
thing againſt the Reſurrection. 

THE Reſurrection of the dead may be 

poſſible then, for any thing yet alledg'd, 
drawn from natural operations: we being 
in the dark as much about the one as a- 
bout the other. 
Ap, as in the Apoſtle's queſtion, we 
muſt have recourſe to that almighty prin- 
ciple which gives life to all things, to ac- 
count for their proceſs and perfection; fo 
muſt we reſt the poſſibility of this act upon 
the ſame great foundation. 

IT is the ſame God, who, the Apoſtle af- 
firms, gives a body to the grain buried, and 
ſeemingly diſſolvd in the earth, who ſhall 
raiſe up our bodies after their diſſolution in 
the grave, and call them to a new and 
everlaſting life. | TY 
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38 SERMON II. 
AND ſurely, no one will diſpute ' his 


| power in the renovation of our bodies from 


the duſt, who firſt form'd them out of it; 


or that he cannot collect together their 


ſcatter'd parts, who firſt by his will put 
them together. — Nor is it any argument 


of want of proof, that we call in the only 


poſſible Agent, the power of God: for it is 


matter of pure revelation ; and it is ſuffi- 


cient, that we have the plain and — 
word of Scripture for it. 
THE ſecond Circumſtance which con- 


tributes to the credibility of any thing, 


is the nnn that it has been pare 
form'd. 


Tux Reſurrection of the * is cre- 


| ible, becauſe it has been actually per- 


form'd: and no one can doubt the truth | 


of this, who believes the horny of ag 


writ, 
For we read of Eh tjah's — the Wis 


| dow's s ſon m the Book of Kings, and of 
St. Peter's working the ſame effect upon the 


devout Tabitha at Joppa : not to ſpeak of 
14 SE „„ nr 
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our Lord's doing the ſame, in the caſe of 
the ruler's daughter, and of Lazarus. No 
one, I ſay, who credits theſe accounts, can 
doubt of the poſſibility of the Reſurrection 
of the dead, unleſs he will, at the ſame 
time, reject the authority of Scripture. 
And if we admit the truth of theſe in- 
ſtances, we can have no doubt about the 
Reſurrection of the dead: for it is ſo fre- 
quently mention d, ſo much inſiſted upon, 
and ſuch great ſtreſs laid upon it; that 
Chriſtianity muſt ſtand or fall, by the truth 
. 
For the Apoſtle directly ſays, If there 
be no Reſurrettion of the dead, then Chriſt is 
not riſen: (and then mark how he includes 
the very being of our Religion in the con- 
| ſequence) and if Chriſt be not riſen, then is 
cur preaching vain, and your Faith 0. e. in 
Chriſt) 7s alſo varn. — 
HRE nothing can be plainer, than that 
he argues for the truth of our Religion, 
from the Reſurrection of Jeſus; as without 
which all falls to the ground ; and alſo for 

4 - our 
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our Reſurrection, as a neceſſary conſequence 


from admitting the Reſurrection of Chriſt: 


E and further, he owns himſelf guilty of 
a direct impoſture, if the Reſurrection of 
Jeſus be not true; nay, he charges the 
blood of thoſe who died in the faith to his 


own, as anſwerable for it. Ver. 1 5. Tea, and 


we are found falſe witneſſes of God: becauſe we. 
have teſtified of God, that he raiſed up Chriſt, 


whom he raiſed not up, if ſo be that the dead 
riſe not: for if the dead riſe not, then is Chriſt. 


not raiſed: and if Chriſt be not raiſed, your 


faith is vain; ye are yet in your fins. Then, 


they alſo which are fallen fey in Chr: * are 
periſhed. 


HERE then the Refircoldion: of the dead 
is built upon this argument, that it has 
already been perform'd :—and as to the Re- 
ſurrection of our bodies, it is expreſſſy in- 
ferr'd from that of Jeſus Chriſt: and there- 


fore all that remains here, is to ſay ſome- 


thing more upon that head, as a further 
Uluſtration of the certainty of our r Reſur- f 


rection,. g 


Now 
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Nov our Lord's Reſurrection * upon ws 


the beſt footing that any matter of fact is 


capable of, being ſufficiently witneſs'd by 


Angels and men; — by Angels, whom the 
Evangeliſt affirms to have utter'd this truth 
to the women who went to ſeek him at the 
ſepulchre, Why ſeek ye the living among the 
dead ? he is not here, he is riſen; — by Men 


in the Apoſtles, in five hundred brethren, to 


whom he appear d at once in a continuance 
of his ſtay upon earth for forty days, per- 


forming the office and function of a living 


an, in the ſame body in which he ſuf- 
fer d upon the croſs ;—in the ſufficiency of 
the witneſſes, to judge of the reality of it, 
in the moral impoſſibility, that they ſhould - 


_ endeavour to impoſe on the world, who 
| preach'd God, a God of truth, and the a- 


vow'denemy of liars and impoſtors ;--in the 
power of-miracles, work'd'by them, as an 


evidence from God of this grand truth. 


and in laying down their lives in atteſtation 
of it. Here is a cloud of Witneſſes, in cir- 
cumſtances, reaſonings, miraculous works, 
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Men nd Angels : and all theſe, the more 


irrefragably they witneſs the Reſurrection, 
ſtrengthen the aſſurance and certainty of 


Our OWN. 


adly, LET t us then enquire what are the 
3 of it. 


Or which there i is no r in being 
inform d, as the Scripture in very plain terms 


tells us, that it conſiſts in a reunion of the 
ſoul and body, to the purpoſe of living 


again together, never hereafter to be ſepa- 


rated : but, if this were all, though indeed 


it flatters the love of life, ſo natural to 
man, yet it would fall far ſhort of our 
hopes.. It 1s therefore attended with this 


additional circumſtance, that they ſhall 
live together in a ſtate of bliſs and hap» 
pineſs, of uninterrupted j joy, and felicity 
unſpeakable. 


THESE were the glad tidings which the 
Goſpel promulg'd to the enquiring world. 


tidings of joy indeed; which fix d the la- 
bours of the virtuous ; which determin'd 


their hopes ; which ſet before them a prize 


worthy 
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| withy their attaining; a reward ſaitable to 
the unbounded benevolence of a gracious 
Creator, and a merciful Redeemer ; which 
took away the loathſome ſting of death, and 
enabled every true ſervant of God, to look 
on the King of terrors, with complacency 
and ſatisfaction. Theſe benefits being, in 
numberleſs paſſages, and in variety of ex- 
: preſſion and pleaſing images, ſet forth in 
the New Teſtament, let us proceed t. to the | 
laſt ſubject here propos'd, viz. 
Zaly, WHo are capable of the benefits of. 
the Reſurrection from the dead. 
AN intereſting concern indeed! for who 
would not wiſh to be partaker of a joyful 
Reſurrection ? of a joyful one: for to riſe 
from the dead, it is to be fear'd, will not 
bring happineſs to all! There may be many, 
to whom the ſound of the laſt trumpetſhall - 
convey moſt dreadful forebodings of future 
condemnation, Tis true, ſome have thoughts 
otherwiſe, and contend, that as Chriſ died 
for all, the Reſurrection ſhall be equally, 
and 1 in the end, advantageous to all; and 
place 
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place all in/a ſtate of bliſs and glory. But 
this flattering view, this unworthy notion, 
contradicts reaſon, all notices of natural re- 
ligion, and all revelation : which concur in 
this queſtion, Shall not the Fudge of all the 
earth do right ? —Shall he not put a diffe- 
rence between him that ſerveth him, and 
him that ſerveth him not ? A 
Ho muſt we then conſtrue ſuch denun- 
_ ciations of Scripture? And many of them 
which flee in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake; 
ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt. And they that be wiſe, 
ball ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; 
and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as 
_ | _—_ the ſtars for ever and ever. For behold, the 
Wh | . 3: day cometh, that: ſhall burn as an oven, an- 
ih! all the. proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, 
ſhall be ſtubble ; and the day that cometh ſhall - 
burn them up, ſaith the Lord of Het: — but. 
unto them that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of 

' Righteouſneſs ariſe with healing in bis wings. 
And in the New Teſtament, in much more 
N terms, and theſe the wicked, into ever- 
"Shi: laſting 


laſting puniſiment 5 he 22 into I . 
eternal. 

THE Apoſtle mentions, after death, the 
5 udgement..---To what purpoſe, if all men 
are to be treated alike, and if there is to be 
one event to all? To what purpoſe, the ſe- 
parating the ſheep from the goats at the 
judgement of the great day? or the Apoſtle's 
argument, that knowing the terrors of the 
Lord, we perſuade men? — or finally, his 
aſſertion, that God will render unto every 
one, according to that which he has done 
in the body ? i 
WHEREFORE, leaving choſe to their 
blind incredulity, who can ſit down with 
this notion, againſt plain reaſon and ſcrip- 
ture, that the Reſurrection will be alike be- 
neficial to all; — let us be ſatisfied that there 
remaineth a reſt to the people of God: let us (I 
ſay) therefore fear, let a promiſe being left 
us of coming into his reſt, any of us ſhould ſeem 
to come ſhort of it. Let us labour therefore to 
enter into that reſt, left any man fall after, the 
fame example of . „ 
LET 
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Lr us ſecure to ourſelves, a part in a 
Joyful. Reſurrection, by obſerving thoſe rules 
which according to reaſon and ſeripture, 

muſt provide it for us; chuſing the uner- 
ring direction of God's word, rather than 
the groundleſs fancies of men, in a matter 
of ſuch importance. Nothing can ſerve ſo _ 
well to the regulating our lives here, as the | 
due reflection, that our body ſhall riſe here- : 
after; ſhall be recalled from the ſleep of | 
death, into motion, ſenſe, and life ; —ſhall 
be accountable for thoſe actions, which in 
It's former ſtate of union with the ſoul, it 
has committed, — to the intent, that as it 
has been partaker with it of pleaſure and 
pain, good and evil, fo ſhall it # end png of 
| It's final condition. 
__ « NoTHiNG can give a man greater Catif: 
faction than the certain knowledge of this 
futureevent. For what are diſappointments, 
loſſes, diſeaſes, or misfortunes to him, who 
can look forward to that bleſſed morning 
of the general aſſembly of the world, —look 
forward, I mean, with inward ſatisfaction 
7 To — 8 
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and holy hope, upon that grand ſcene, | 
7 which ſhall then diſplay the beginnings 


ol his joy and bleſſedneſs and glory; which 


ſhall juſtify him in the aſſembly of the 
| ſaints, and crown him with nn 
happineſs? 1 88 
NoTHING can be plainer chen the me- 
thods reveal'd in Scripture to attain this 


= ineſtimable benefit. Follow after holineſs, 


meekneſs, arftl charity. — Preſerve in your 
hearts a lively faith in the mercies of Chriſt; 
- a thankful remembrance of all that he 
did and ſuffer'd for us. Endeavour ſe- 


. riouſly, and ſincerely, to live up to the 


precepts of the Goſpel, by repentance, by 
amendment, by perſeverance; — truſting 
in God, through Jeſus Chriſt, for the par- 
don of the imperfe& performances of a 
weak and frail nature, Theſe plain ſteps, 
ſteadily purſu'd, and firmly adher'd to, 
will not fail to raiſe, in this world, that 
ſolid ſatisfaction of mind, in a ſincere and 
' pious Chriſtian, which is but a foretaſte of 
that unſpeakable happineſs which ſhall 

_ | ta 
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be diſclos'd to him at the laſt fans when 
he ſhall be caught up in theair to meet the 
Lord of life and glory; and ſing eternal 
Hallelujahs to him, who redeem'd him by 
his own blood, that he __ mn with 
him in . 
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SERMON II. 


On the RESURRECTION: 


1 ili. I. 


. 
things that are above, where Chriſt is 
ſet down at the right hand of God. 


S no part of our faith is more com- 

I fortable to reflect upon than the Re- 

ſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; 
ſo there is none more directly perſuaſive 
to the practice of an holy life. For this 
reaſon, we ſee the Apoſtle joining together 
the Reſurrection of our Lord, and the ne- 
ceſſity of our improvement in Chriſtian 
graces; inferring the latter from the cer- 
tainty of the former: inſomuch, that we 
find him continually inculcating to his con- 
verts, that the belief of this article ſhould 
--D „ 
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produce in them a proportionable meaſ ure 
of obedience. | 
AND though in many places we find ex- 
hortations to the ſame purpoſe, yet no where 
has he more cloſely purſu'd the argument, 
than in the words before us, F ye ther 
be, &c. The meaning of which words ſeems 
to be this: — If ye truly believe the Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, and the advantages re- 
dounding to you by it; purſue earneſtly af- 
ter thoſe attainments which will ſecure them 
to you: and, if ye be riſen with Chriſt, that 
is, truly become Chriſtians, in a holy and 
religious ſenſe, after his example (as they 
who have crucified the fleſh, with the af- 
fections and luſts, are ſaid to be baptized 
into his death) then ſeek thoſe things which 
are above; — ſtudy to practiſe that divine 
and celeſtial life, as Chriſt himſelf now 
| lives, who is ſet down on the right hand of 
God being placed next in glory to his Fa- 
ther in heaven. 
IN the further nas of viddch cabject, 
St. Paul, after enforcing this general advice, 


proceeds 


SERMON III. 51 
proceeds to inſiſt upon particulars: Set your: 
affettions, ſays he, on things above, not on 
things on the earth ; recommending heavenly 
mindedneſs, and the contemplation of hea- 
venly things, as the propereſt object of a 
Chriſtian's care and concern. For, proceeds 
he, ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt 
in God. That is, by faith in Chrift Jeſus, 
and baptiſm in his name, ye have diſclaim'd 
and vow'd- to put off your old or former 
life: and the life which remains for you to 
live, is a life of purity here, after Ghr:/?'s ex- 
ample, that- ye may. attain a life of glory 
| hereafter with him; for he lives now in 
heaven : which the Apoſtle immediately ex- 

preſſes in the next verſe: When Chriſt, 2 
is our life, ſhall appear, then Mall ye alſo appear 
_ with him in glory. 5 

Br what concluſion does St. Paul draw ” 
from that declaration? Why, that all, who 
profeſs ſuch an expectation, fhould live ac- 
cordingly. Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon the earth, fornication, unclean- 
neſs, inordinate alfection, evil concupiſcence, and 
D 2 co - 
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| covetouſneſs which is idolatry : and with very 


great reaſon ; for what connection can ſuch 


ſins have with the Chriſtian obligation to 
purity and holineſs ? or how can they be 
conſider d, as any ways preparatory to a 
life of glory in heaven? The Apoſtle there- 


fore not only excludes the admiſſion of all 
_ theſe; and the like finful paſſions, but goes 


further, with reſpect likewiſe to all evil af- 
fections: But now, you alſo put off all theſe, 


anger, wrath, malice, blaſphemy, mn commu—-— 


nication, out of your mouth. 


Ay after all, even when recommend- 


ing particular duties, to be poſitively and ac- 
tually perform'd, he ſtill keeps in view the 
fame great pattern : arguing for univerſal 


| benevolence, that great diſtinguiſhing cha- 


racter of our Religion, the loving of all men, 
whether Jew or Greek ; for bowels of mercy, 


humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffer- 
ing, forbearances, and forgiveneſs, upon the 
ſame preſſing and powerful motive; — as 
Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye, And the 


L „ on which he enforces the obſer- 


vance 
2 


eh ns. eee e 2 
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vance of theſe duties, is ſtill the ſame, wher- 
ever we follow him, in his exhortations:— 
to put on the new man, which after God 7s 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs; — tq 
let the peace of God rule in our hearts; — to put 
on charity (or love) which is the bond of per- 
fectneſß; — to let the word of God dwell in us 
richly in all wiſdom; — knowing that our con- 

verſation (or right of abiding) is in heaven. 

In conformity to the Apoſtle's reaſoning, 
to the end that it may make the greater im- 
preſſion upon us, let us at preſent con- 
ſider, 

I. THE advantages we receive from the 
_ conviction we are under of our ans. 8 Re- 
ſurrection. 

II. Tyz proper fruits and effects it 
ought to produce in us. 

I. THz knowledge of our Lord's Refare 
rection leads us to conſider, what a Perſon 
he muſt be with reſpe& to God. The mean- 
neſs of his appearance, the low condition 
of his life, humanly and outwardly con- 
per d, might, and we know did, create fears 
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and apprehenſions in many, and even in 
ſome of his followers, whether he could be 
the Saviour of mankind, the Lord of all 
things, the judge of the world; characters 
which he claim'd, and took upon himſelf. 
Could it be wonder'd at then, that all theſe 
were increaſed, by the diſcouraging circum- 
-ſtances of his ſufferings and death? 
; IT could not well be otherwiſe with them 
vrho did not attend to thoſe clear atteſtations 
to his Perſon and character, ſo plainly ex- 
preſs d in the ſacred Scripture; but conſiderd 
every thing in that light only, which human 
reaſon, and human underſtanding ſuggeſt- 
ed: and we know that this was the caſe 
even with the Jews, to whom our Saviour 
expreſs d himſelf, That they err d, not knowing 
the ſcriptures and the power. of God. 

BUT the caſe is not ſo with us: all theſe 
difficulties are vaniſh'd away; all theſe fears 
-are remov'd; and all theſe diſcouragements 
are taken off. By his recovering life, the 
favour and power of God attending him, 
were molt clearly prov'd and made known. 

This 
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This Ye efus hath God raiſed up, ſaith St. Peter; 
bringing this as a proof of his acceptance 
and approbation with God : and St. Paul 
even argues from this very tranſaction, not 
only for the truth of his miſſion, as a teacher” 
- ſent from God, but for his being really and 
truly the Son of God; ſpeaking © concern- 
ing Feſus Chriſt our Lord, who was made 
e of the ſeed of David according to the fleſh, 
and declared to be the Son of God with 
c power according to the ſpirit of holineſs 
by the en from the dend. Rom. 
66 1. Tz 4, y 
IN the n ge of this therefore we 
receive an advantage which many others did 
not; — we attain certainties, to which they 
could not attain; we clearly build our hopes 
on a foundation, which they could not ſo 
certainly admit. They had hopes indeed, as 
the Diſciples, in their walk to Emmaus with 
their riſen maſter, whom they knew not, 
expreſs'd themſelves, — who truſted, that it 
had been he which ſhould have redeem'd Iſrael. 
But in whatever ſenſe they underſtood that 
« - - # D 4 re: 
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redemption, his ſufferings and death had 
put an end to their re and 5 
about it. 

THESE diſciples were not ſingular in 
their concluſions + many others had the. 
fame ſentiments; and any further concep- 
tions of a new and reſtor d life, ſo little pre- 
vailed, that we find the teſtimony of many 
witneſſes had no effect upon one Apoſtle in 
particular, who declar'd, he would not be- 
lieve it without very ſenſible demonſtration. 
But let us not follow his incredulity, which 
happen'd for the more confirmation of our 
faith, and forget the acknowledgement he 
made on his conviction ; but in the ſame 
confeſſion of his divine power in his Reſur- 
rection, addreſs him, as St. Thomas did, with 
the ſtyle of, our Lord and our God. 

But further: — As the clearing up this 
truth left us under no difficulty with re- 
ſpect to God, as to our Saviour's character, 
ſo did his Reſurrection fix and determine 
the merit of his ſufferings with reſpect to 
us. He declar'd, that he was, in his own. 
Perſon, 


Perſon, to ſatisfy God for our fins, by his 
ſufferings and death, — that we ſhould be 
receiv'd into grace and favour in conſidera- 
tion of his merits; — that, in proof of this, 
of all and every part of it, he ſhould be 
raiſed from the dead the third day. His Re- 
ſurrection therefore, is to us an undeniable 
evidence of our own acceptance on the 
terms which he propounded, viz. faith and 
repentance: by the latter of which is meant, 


actual obedience, as far as human infirmity 
will admit of, 


To all therefore who bekere in Ye ſus 
Chriſt, and obey his precepts, the tidings of 

his Reſurrection are tidings of great joy : as 
they carry along with them the infallible 
teſtimony, that as Chriſt was raiſed from the 
dead, ſo ſnall we alſo be made like unto him, 
in being partakers of his Reſurretion ; — 
that in Chriſt all ſhall be made alive. For 
nothing can be more ſuitable to the ſubje&, 
than the inference which St. Paul makes 
from this tranſaction: — If we believe that 
* died and roſe again; ; even fo, them alſo 
__ which 


Us. 
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which ſleep through Jeſus will God bring with 
bim. 1 Theſ. iv, 14. By which St. Paul in- 


fers, that God will put true believers inta 


a ſtate conformable to that of their Re- 


deemer; who is both in body and ſoul in 
the manſions of eternal glory, being ſet 


down for ever at the right hand of God. 
FRoM the conſideration of theſe advan- 


tages which we reap from the knowledge of 


our Lord's Reſurrection, let us proceed, 
II. To the fruits it ought to produce in 


Firſt: IT is to us the ſtrongeſt founda- 
tion for a confidence in God, and his pro- - 


miſes. After ſuch an undeniable proof of his 
accepting us, for the ſake of his ſon, why 


ſhould we at all deſpair of his mercy ? By 


raiſing his Son to life after death, he hath 


demonſtrated his Almighty power; — by 
doing it in confirmation of his aſſum d cha- 
racter of being our redeemer, he hath ſhew'd 
his purpoſe and deſign of making good to 
us all that he promis'd us by him. Why 
therefore ſhould we not at all times call 

2 
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this conſideration to our aid ? why ſhould 
we be in any doubt, but that he hath pre- 
pared for all his faithful ſervants, - a place 
of reſt and tranquillity, of eminence and 
glory, of joy and happineſs, to all eternity? 
Thus ought we to conduct ourſelves, in re- 
ſpe& to our future condition after this 
life. 

But further: IT uin to kev ſuitable 
effects upon us with reſpect to the life that 
 nowis. For does it not teach us to bear with 
this life, and all the hardſhips of it, with 
patience and reſignation? Does it not lead 
us to a calm ſuffering of injuries, to a 
Chriſtian meekneſs under contempt and ill 
uſage ?. Shall we be very violently concern d 
at what befalls us in this our earthly taber- 
nacle, when we know we are to have an- 
other, eternal in the heavens? — What a 
conſolation ĩs it, that we can look up to the 
Captain of our Salvation, with a lively faith 
and a well-grounded hope! — that we can 
ſee ourſelves following his pattern, who was 
my . through ſuffering; and anti- 

cipate 
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cipate in ſome meaſure our future reward, 
by our knowledge of his preſent exalted, 
glorified ſtate and condition, through the 


evidence of his ReſurreCtion ! 


ANOTHER effect moreover this know- 
ledge ought to have upon us (which indeed 
contains the ways and means of our attain- 
ing all we wiſh for, and all that is worth 
our purſuit) namely, that of engaging us in 
a conſtant courſe of holineſs, and filial obe- 
dience to the commands of God, This is 


the way to gain the moſt abſolute comple- 


tion of our hopes : This 1s the gate that 
leadeth to everlaſting life. Chriſt hath both 
died and riſen again in vain for the wicked 


and impenitent: the belief in him as our 
Redeemer, and the firmeſt conviction of his 
| Reſurrection in proof of it, will be too little 


for the purpoſe of our Salvation, without 
obedience. Our bleſſed Saviour has guarded 
againſt ſo dangerous a preſumption; — a 


5 preſumption, he knew the weakneſs of hu- 
man nature was too liable to reſt upon; -a 


preſumption, he foreſaw confidence and en- 
thuſiaſm 
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thuſiaſm might adopt. But the vain ſeeker, 
the conceited petitioner, the obſtinate fa- 
natick, the oftentatious worſhipper, are all 
equally rejected by that denunciation of 
our Lord ; Not every one that ſaith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. As are likewiſe all wick- 
ed and immoral livers, by that awful decla- 
ration, That no whoremonger, or adulterer, or 
drunkard, or extortioner, or covetous man which 


1s an idolater, ſhall inberit the kingdom of God, 
and 2 0 Chriſt. 
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85 E R M ON IV. 
The ſtate of religious kasse in 


the Gentile world, and under the 


Jewiſh diſpenſation, compared with 
the Goſpel Light. 


A VISITATION SERMON. 


— 


8 8. JOHN x x11, 1 45 
7 am come a Light into the I. orld, that 


whoſoever believeth on me ſoould 1 not 
_ abide in Darkneſs. 


8 the gracious end and deſign of the 
Goſpel diſpenſation was to deliver 
mankind from the bond and ſlavery of fin, 
and the puniſhment conſequent thereupon; 
ſo did our Saviour make it his buſineſs; 
through the whole courſe of his miniſtry, to 
lay before them the neceſſary means of at- 
taining to this end. Accordingly we find hint 
in the Goſpel continually employ'd in laying 
: down the principal rules required both in 
faith 
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faith and practice, inſtructing his diſciples 
in the nature of his Miſſion, and uſing all ar- 
guments and diſcourſes, which might diſpel 
thoſe clouds of ignorance, which hung over 
them, and obſcur'd their underſtandings. 
Tux tenor of the Goſpel from whence 1 
have taken my text has a more particular 
reference to this part of his mmiſtry with 
regard to divine truths. The whole circle of 
ſaving knowledge includes that information 
which is neceſſary for the conduct of our 
lives with regard to practice, and conveys 
to us thoſe ſublime notions of the Deicy 
which are moſt ſuitable to the dignity and 
perfection of his Nature. When therefore 
the reſt of the Evangeliſts had chiefly made 
it their buſineſs to record our Saviour's na- 
- tivity according to the Fleſb, to relate the 
- miracles which he wrought for the confir- 
mation of his doctrine, the parables which 
he ſpake, and the practical precepts of 
Chriſtianity ; St. John ſettles his Divine ori- 
Zinal, and contenting himſelf with a mira- 
cle or two, makes his diſoaurſes the main 
ſubject 
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fubject of his Goſpel, in which Chriſt de- 
livered thoſe ſublime and myſterious truths 
which were neceſſary to Salvation, but from 
any other inſtructor had been wholly un- 
_ intelligible. For ſuch confeſſedly is the 
weakneſs of human reaſon, and ſuch the 
nature of thoſe truths, that without the 
aſſiſtance of that Holy Spirit with which he 
taught, the world had ſtill wander'd in end- 
leſs darkneſs, and been ſtill dead to all ſav- 
ing knowledge. Of this was God truly ſen- 
ſible, and therefore according to the un- 
_ bounded meaſure of his goodneſs, he ſent his 
Son who. came a Light into the world that who- 
ſoe ver believeth on him ſhould not abide mw 
darkneſs, i. e. that he might deliver us from 
a ſtate of ignorance and fin, and inſtruct us 
in that wiſdom which is unto Salvation. 
THIs Spirit of knowledge, this Light 
which 1s from above, our Saviour promiſed 
to his diſciples when he ſhould be taken 
away from them, as knowing it abſolutely 
| neceſſary in the great work of reforming an 
ignorant and wicked generation. 1 (fays he) 
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will pray the Father and he ſhall give you an- 
other Comforter that ke may abide with you for 
ever; even the Spirit of Truth whom the world 


cannot receive becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither 


knoweth him : But ye know him for he duell- 
erh with you and ſhall be in you *. Theneceſ- 


| fities of mankind required ſuch ſupernatu- 


ral aſſiſtance, for being plunged in the 
groſſeſt ignorance, the natural conſequence 
was a load of impiety: and the light of | 
nature was as unable to recover itſelf from 


error, as on the other hand the corrupt in- 


clinations of men rendered them unwilling 
to quit their darling vices and admit of a 
reformation of manners. Such indeed was 
the ſtate of the world that through the ſu- 
perſtition and idolatry of the greateſt part 
of it, through the abſurd and contradictory 
notions of the ignorant, the perverſeneſs 
and obſtinacy of the more knowing, the 
very appearance of religion and truth was 


vaniſhed, when the Son of God came 4 


* Jobn xiv. 16, 17. 


Light 


Se - 6 

Light into the world that whoſeever believed on 
him ſhould not abide in darkneſs. In diſcourſ- 
ing upon which words I ſhall, 

I. TakR a view of the ſtate of religion 
both in the Gentile world and under the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation. 

II, I SHALL ſhew in what reſpects the 
Son of God may be ſaid to have come @ 
Light into the aworld. 

III. I SHALL cloſe the whole with fork 
obſervations as ſhall ſeem properly ſuggeſt- 
ed to us by the ſubject. 

And firſt: I am to take a view of the ſtate 
of religion both in the Gentile world and 
under the Jewiſh diſpenſation. 
 T$HALL begin with the Gentiles, and en- 
quire how far they proceeded in divine 
knowledge, and how reaſonable their ſyſtem 
of religion was. | 

RELIGION, when not taken for any par- 
ticular mode or manner of worſhip, ſigni- 
 fies in general the homage due to God as 
our Creator and Preſerver; natural religion 

then is the obligation a Creature lies under 

"IFAD ; E 2 | to 
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to his Creator, admits a providence, fu- 
ture rewarcls and puniſhments, and enjoins 
the performance of all moral duties. This 
was the rule the Gentiles had to go by, and 
to this, had they uſed proper endeavours, 
and guarded againſt needleſs corruptions, 
they might poſſibly have attained. But that 
they did not, is apparent both from their 
hiſtory and writings, which will inform us 
that they were remarkably defective both in 
principles and practice, inaſmuch as they 
neither underſtood nor acted up to ſuch ob- 
| ligations. For, as to the exiſtence of a 
-Deity, inſtead of one primary efficient Cauſe 
of all things, the Sovereign of the Univerſe, 
they held a plurality of Gods differing in - 
power, will, and inclination ; agitated by 
luſt, hatred, and revenge, given to vices for 
which the worſt of men are juſtly abhor- 
red, and ſubject to all the paſſions of a 
wicked and debauched mind. Such were 
the objects of their worſhip, and their rites 
and ceremonies were framed accordingly ; 
their ſervice in-their temples was ridiculous, 
5 and 
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and extravagant, their myſteries lewd and 
_ obſcene, their ſacrifices barbarous and in- 
human. If any one ſhould object that theſe 


were vulgar notions and practices, and 


though for the moſt part yet not univerſally 
believed and embraced, let us have recourſe 


to the ſchools of the philoſophers, and learn 


the moſt which the brighteſt geniuſes of the 
Gentile world can teach us. — It muſt be 
acknowledged that now and then there ſtart. 
ed up men who refuſed to give into ſuch 
unreaſonable ſentiments : yet their opinions 
were but of ſhort duration and little under- 
ſtood, and for the moſt part of ſo trifling a 
nature that they by no means anſwered the 
pains of thoſe who examined them, 
THE Epicureans allowed indeed the ex- 
| PW of one God, but denyed his Provi- 
dence ; deeming it altogether unworthy the 
dignity of his nature, to concern himſelf 
with human affairs. Upon this weak and 
falſe foundation, they built their abſurd 
notion of the creation of the world ; further 
aſſerting, that it was governed by blind 
E 3 | chance, 
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chance, without any intervention of the 
Deity, whoſe happineſs according to them 


conſiſted in a ſtate of perfect indolence, in 
a vain and idle contemplation of his own 


perfections. 
THE Platoniſts held notions more refined 


and nearer approaching to, though ſtill wide 
of the truth. And as to what their Maſter 


affirmed of the Deity which bears any con- 


formity to his nature, that has been ſuffici- 
ently proved by learned men to be borrow- 
ed from the books of Moſes, and ſtolen from 
the Hebrew ſyſtem of theology, upon which 


account Clemens Alexandrinus ſtyles him the 


Hebrew philoſopher. Nevertheleſs, in his 
doctrine of the Univerſe he has ſufficiently 


diſcovered the weakneſs of human reafon, 
For he afferts the world to be an intelligent 


being conſiſting of body and ſoul, the cre- 
ation to be a mix d production, and other 


abfurdities; which evidently diſplayed a 
great Genius preplexed and bewildered in 


FROM 


SERMON IV. 71 
FROM him the Peripatetichs borrowed 
their ſyſtem of philoſophy with little or no 
improvements ſufficient to give any ſatisfac- 
tion to an enquirer. 

Laſtly: WHOE v ER conſults that great 
philoſopher Tully, will ſee an infinite variety 
of opinions about the nature of God; no 
one agreeing with another but in this, that 
they were all equally far from truth. One 
while we ſee Divinity attributed to the 
world in general : another while to a part 
of it: ſometimes to the ſun, and even to 
the earth we inhabit. And after all it is 
_ obſervable, that though the philoſopher has 
ingeniouſly enough overthrown theſe fan- 

cies ; yet that he has eſtabliſhed no truth in 
oppoſition to them, but contenting himſelf 
with the certainty of their being falſe, has 
not concerned himſelf to enquire what may 
be true; being beyond all diſpute convinced, 
that to determine an enquiry of that nature 
was above the abilities of the moſt acute 
philoſopher, and beyond the power and ex- 
tent of human learning, 
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80 ſmall a portion of divine knowledge 
had the moſt comprehenſive Geniuſes of the 
Gentile world: and if we conſider how few 
there were who could have received any be- 

nefit from their enquiries had they been 
more ſucceſsful, it will appear that it was 
infinitely more than ballanced by the groſs - 
| ignorance of the greateſt part of mankind, 
whoſe deluſions were fo ſtrong that they | 
made animals and vegetables the objects of 
their devotion; ; who fell down before ſtocks 
and ſtones, and offered ſacrifices to the work 
of men's hands; which have mouths but ſpeak 
not, eyes have they, yet they ſee not, they have 
ears but hear not, noſes have they but ſmell not, 
hands, but handle not , feet but walk not, neither 
' ſpeak they through their throat : they that make 
them are juſtly and elegantly term'd like 
unto them; and fo are all my that put 
their truſt i in them. 

Nox were they more ſucceſsful i in their 
enquiries after a future ſtate, and the diſtri- 
bution of rewards and puniſhments : Their 
notion of the grand tribunal was fooliſh and 
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trifling, their deſcription of the Elan fields 
empty and abſurd, rather the product of the 
poets luxuriant fancy, than the determina- 
tion of a ſound and reaſonable judgement. 
The end anddefign of a future account muſt. 
be that of giving every one his due accord- 
ing to what he has done in the body; but 
this was entirely overthrown by their doc- 
trine of Fate and Necęſity, which abſolute- 
ly took away man's free agency and liberty 
of will, without which no one can be call- 
—ed.to give an account of his actions with 
the leaſt Appearance of juſtice. Add to this 
their opinion of the nature of the torments 
of the damned, of the tranſmigration of 
ſouls into other bodies after a ſet term of 
years; all which monſtrous errors ſhew 
the miſerable ſtate of religion among the 
heathens when the Son of God came a Light 
into the world that whoſoever believed on him 
. ould not walk in darkneſs. 4” 
TEIR Syſtem of morality was likewiſe 
exceedin gly defective, and they were as much 
miſtaken in their notions of virtue as of an- 
other 
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other life. For that the beſt philoſophers al- 
lowed the practice of ſome vices as virtues 
is evident from their own and other authors 
writings. Humility by ſome of them is de- 
preciated as a mean and deſpicable quali- 
fication ; and forgiveneſs of injuries ſo far 
from being at all underſtood by them, that 
the contrary practice of revenge was judged 


abſolutely neceſſary in the compoſition and 
character of a noble and exalted ſpirit. 


IT might beremarked here, that the love 
of their country celebrated as ſo exalted a 


virtue, gave riſe to moſt of the diſturbances 


in the world; cheriſhing ambition with ſo 
little moderation that it became a plain and 
manifeſt oppreſſion of thenatural rights and 
liberties of all thoſe who were weaker than 
themſelves ; inclming them to look upon all 
as enemies who did not belong to them, 
and thereby opening infinite ſcenes of cru- 
elty and blood in defiance of all the dic- 
tates of nature and reaſon. Which natu- 
rally leads me to obſerve the great miſtake 
of a late ingenious: writer in making this 
4 2 bobjection 
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objection to the Chriſtian revelation, viz. 
that it no where recommends private friend- 
ſhip and the love of one's country *. For it 
is obvious that by not recommending it in 
the manner it was underſtood by the hea- 

thens, OUR LoRD has guarded againſt num- 
berleſs inconveniencies which it produced, 
and made a tender proviſion for the peace 
and tranquility of the world. But further, it 
is evident that HE has enlarged theſe vir- 
tues, Ht has taught us to look upon every 
one as friends, and all the world as our 
country, and by the precept of univerſal 
juſtice and charity, has required that the 
ſame treatment be exerciſed towards all 
mankind, which the heathen vom | 
confined to a very few. 
IE natural conſequence of this prevail- 
ing ignorance in the Gentile world was a 
load of impiety, an univerſal degeneracy and 
depravity of manners. Vice and ignorance 
are en, companions ; for the weaker 


* Shafiſh, Charact. 


the 
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5 the power of reaſon is, ſo much the ſtronger 
of courſe muſt be that of the paſſions. E- 
very man's principles muſt neceſſarily in- 
fluence his practice, and his ſhare of know- 
| ledge be the meaſure of his conduct. When 
therefore the heathensentertained ſych weak 
and falſe conceptions of the Deity, what 
wonder was it that their actions ſhould be 
proportionably contradictory to right rea- 
ſon ? When they were ſo much miſtaken 
in the object of their worſhip, it had been 
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10 ſubject of admiration had they ſtumbled on 
| | | [ the way to pleaſe God. But indeed the con- 


I} | |? trary was notoriouſly evident, for ſo far 
[ T4. were they plunged in debauchery and pro- 
| | Phaneneſs that they were become an abo- 
| mination to him ; inſomuch that Hz was | 
| T1 . provoked to cut them off from the face of 
| 
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the earth, and with reſpect to ſome of them, 
HE made it an article of obedience with the 
Jews to root them out of the land of the 
living. And how much ſoever the world 
was improved in the age in which our LoRD 
appeared, it is certain by what has been ſaid, 
C : that 
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that it was miſerably over-run with ſuper- 
ſition and idolatry, having no proper no- 
tions of the Supreme Being or of Religion. 
HAviNG thus far conſidered the ſtate of 
religion among the heathens, I proceed to 
obſerve in what condition it was among the 


Jeus. 
A y here it might be ebe that they 


who were bleſſed with frequent and plain 


informations of the divine will, who had a 
law preſcribed to them by GoD himſelf, and 
enjoy d a continual intercourſe and corre- 
ſpondence with Heaven, that they ſhould 

be perfect in every good work, and a com- 

pleat pattern of obedience. But alas, how 
far otherwiſe was it ? Notwithſtanding the 
large ſhare of divine knowledge vouchſafed 
unto them, notwithſtanding each part of 
their duty was with all exactneſs particu- 
larized, and inſpired perſons from time to 
time employed by Almighty God to keep 
them within their obedience, ſuch was their 
perverſeneſs, ſuch their blindneſs and obſti- 
nacy, that they forgot their duty, and not- 
| withſtanding 
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withſtanding all this light, miſtook the very 


nature and end of their inſtitution. The 
all-wiſe Lawgiver of the Univerſe, who well 


knew their ſtubborn and ungovernable hu- 


mour, and ſaw that the ſenſe of his mercies 
only would never be ſufficient to reſtrain 
them from giving into the abominations of 
the people among whom they lived, tied 
them up ſtrictly to Legal obſervances, and 
loaded them with variety of rites and cere- 
monies. Upon which they relying on the 

Moſaical inſtitution as a perfect pattern of 
obedience, and looking no further than the 


appearances of things, adhered ſtrictly to 


thoſe external ordinances, and neglected 
thoſe inward qualifications and graces of 


which theſe were but the figures and ty- 


pical repreſentations. 
Upo this account therefore we find the 


Prophets in the Old Teſtament employed 


not to remind them of the neglect of their 


ceremonial obſervances, but of their tranſ- 
greſſion of the moral law. For the Jews 


preſerving a nice and conſcientious regard 
1 5” "or 
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for their legal inſtitutions, and ſharply 
puniſhing thoſe who ventured to violate 
them, at the ſame time abandoned themſelves 

to all the abominable luſts of the heathens. 
UPoN the fame account we find our Lord 
reproaching them in the words of Jaiab, 
that they honoured GoD with their lips, but 
their heart was far from him *, and upbraid- 

ing them with their groſs error in their 
ſcrupulous exactneſs in the paying tithe of 
mint, aniſe, and cummin, and neglecting the 
wwerghtier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 

\ and faith . And further, what is more to 
be wondered at, their teachers, the ſcribes 
and phariſees, moſt remarkably err'd in 
their explanation of the law; contending 
for the obſervation of a ſet of precepts no 
where to be found in the books of Moſes, 
but which had been (as was pretended) 
handed down to them from age to age from 
his time. Theſe they preferred to the writ- 
ten law; upon theſe they grounded thoſe 


Ihaiab xxix. 13. St. Matth. xxili. 23. 
falſities, 
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falſities, which had deluded the people and 
_ perverted them from their duty. And fo 
groſs were the propoſitions they advanced, 
ſo contradictory to right reaſon and the po- 
ſitive inſtitution of GoD, that our Sa vi- 


OUR denounces a heavy judgment againſt 
thoſe falſe teachers, whoſe pride made them 


vain in their imaginations, and turned the 
grace of God into laſciviouſneſs. It may 
not be improper to give a particular in- 

_ ſtance or two, in which they had manifeſt- 
ly miſtook and corrupted the word of God. 


THE Jews were commanded, Deut. vi. 8. 
to bind thoſe words for a fign upon thine hand, 
and they ſhall be as frontlets between thine eyes, 
and thou ſhalt write them upon the poſts of thy 


bouſe and on thy gates. Which ſurely are but 


figurative expreſſions of what was enjoined 
them in the 7th verſe of the ſame chapter, 
Thou ſhalt teach them diligently to thy children, 
and ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine 
bouſe, and when thou walkeft by the * and 


* | Exodus Xiii. 16. 


thou 
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thou lieſt down and when thou riſeſt up. But 
this carnal people; who were apt to turn all a 
inward piety into outward form and matter 
of oſtentation, underſtood this command- 
ment literally, and prepared rolls of parch- 
ment with multitudes of needleſs and vain 
ceremonies, and having wrote on them thoſe 
and other ſele& paſſages of Scripture, fitted 
them to their foreheads and wrote them on 
their wriſts z and theſe they called Phylacte- 
ries, as ſerving to keep the law in their me- 
mory; and the Phariſees, who would needs 
go beyond all others in legal performances, 
not only fell into this error but improved 
upon it, and being willing to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves for a ſuperior meaſure of obedi- 
ence, wore them of an uncommon breadth, 
and that not out of any ſuperior regard or 
reverence to Religion, but as our SAVIOUR 
teſtifies of them, 70 be ſeen and taken notice " 
„ 1:56 | 
AGAIN; Honour thy father and mother was 

one of the duties of the Decalogue *; in 

Erd. xx. 12. 8 


F Which 
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which precept is included a poſitive com- 
[0 marid to relieve their parents in their ne- | 
1 ceeſſities. But to deliver children from this 
| natural and rational obligation, the Phariſees 
| ; | invented an expedient by this ingeniouseva- 
| 1 five explanation: Whoſoever ſhall ſay to bis 
[i Father or mother it is a GIF by whatſoever 
| _ thou mighteſt be profited by me, and honour not 
1 is father or mother he ſhall be free +. By which 
l |< is meant either that he had bound himſelf 
1 by an oath not to relieve them, which oath 
| | the Phariſees held lawful and obligatory ; 
or otherwiſe, that he had conſecrated his ſub- 
I tance to the ſervice of the temple, and there- 
ſh fore could not convert it to any other uſe 
ö | | without ſacrilege. In either of which caſes 
0 the Phariſees held, that he had ſaid enough 
l | to free himſelf from any obligation to aſſiſt 
0 them, however preſſing their wants might 
0 be, however urgent their neceſſities. A plain 
i 0 inſtance, that they corrupted the word of 
| | GoD, * made no ſcruple to maintain their 
| | + St. Matth.” . 
[| 
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own traditions, though by it they ſet aſide 
their obligation to GoD's expreſs com- 
mands. g 
Or HER inſtances might be given of their 
unpardonable errors, of their intolerable 
impiety, their frequent lapſes into idolatry, 
and their ſenſeleſs hypocriſy, which ſo pro- 
voked the majeſty of Heaven, that he pro- 

feſſes an utter deteſtation of their publiek 


worſhip. But I ſhall only ſubjoin to all this, 


that the Fews in general had but faint and 
weak notions of a life to come; that ſome 
of them openly denied the reſurrection and 
the ſeparate exiſtence of ſouls departed *; 

that they were miſerably miſtaken in lr 
vain and ambitious opinion of the expected 
MxsslAk and the nature of his kingdom. 

By all which perverſe and wretched conduct 
they loſt the inexpreſſible benefit of his com- 
ing, and by ſhutting their eyes and ears and 
hearts from entertaining any motion to- 
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wards a reformation, drew down the ful- 
neſs of the Divine vengeance upon them: 
So that from enjoying the glorious advan- 


tage of being Gop's peculiar people, they 
are become the ſcorn and contempt of all 


the world, and a by-word * all nations. 

. SECONDLY; To ſhew het reſpects the 
Son of GoD may be ſaid to have come à [ight 
into the world. 


x/. THE Son of God . ſaid to have 


come a light into the world, in the knowledge 


he has conveyed to us of the Deity. For 


though the light of nature might have bs; 


formed us that there is one primary efficient 
Cauſe of the Univerſe, ſelf-exiſtent from all 


eternity, yet by the glorious light of the 
Goſpel alone we are taught to worſhip Gp 
the Father, to believe in Go the Son, and 
to pray for thoſe gifts and graces which are 
conferred upon us by GoD the Holy Ghoſt. 
The doctrine of the Son's eternal genera- 


tion, of the creation of the world by him, 
the * of the adorable Trinity, are 
ſaving 
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ſaving truths above the reach of human 
reaſon, and beyond the narrow compaſs of 


man's underſtanding. As are likewiſe the 


Son's incarnation, the union of the human 
and divine nature in him, the ſtupendous 
inſtance of his love in dying for us. Theſe, 
and all other Divine truths of our moſt _ 
holy religion, are the gift of Gop by the 
revelation he has made known to us * 
his Son. wag 

_ 2dly, LIGA in the gates writings is ſet 
to expreſs the moſt immaculate and perfect 
purity, ſuitably to which the Son of God 


may be faid to have come a light into the 


world, in that by his preaching and example 
he hath moſt ſtrongly recommended to us 


the practice of virtue and piety; and inſtruct- | 


ed us in all thoſe duties which are the orna- 
ment and perfection of a human ſoul. The 
moral precepts of Chriſtianity kave in them 
a beauty and energy ſo peculiar to them- 
ſelves, ſo much ſuperior 1 in the frame and 
excellency of their compoſition to any in- 


| Nitutzon whatever, that they juſtly challenge 


F 3 from 


86 SERMON IV. 
from every perſon acquainted with the Goſ- 
pel, the highęſt veneration and regard; our 
Tord himſelf by his unexceptionable con- 
duct, his piety and goodneſs, his meekneſs 
and charity, ſet forth the comelineſs of vir- 
tue in its brighteſt and moſt advantageous 
colours, and by the tenor of his life and ac- 
tions manifeſted to all beholders the purity 
of his thoughts and holineſs of his heart. 
Whatever his example recommended, Hz by 
his difcourſes enjoin'd his followers, re- 
quiring of them a holy and unblameable 
converſation, a ſteady and uniform obedi- ; 

ence to the will of GoD. 
 2dly. As the Son of God may be ſaid to 
have come a light into the world in conveying 
to us the means of Salvation, and inſtruct- 
ing us in the true nature of God ; ſo like- 
wiſe in the certainty his coming afforded us 
of a future ſtate. We have ſeen how much 
in the dark the Gentiles were in ſo import- 
ant a point, and that the Fews flattered 
themſelves with the hopes of a temporal re- 
deemer cloath'd with majeſty and honour, 
"os who 
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who ſhould make their form of government 
and worſhip obſerved throughout the world. 
But we rely upon no ſuch vain and ridicu- 
lous expectations, nor wait for any crown 
but that of Eternal Life. The glorious light 
of the Goſpel has convinced every ſober and 
well-minded man of the certainty of a fu- 
ture ſtate, of rewards and puniſhments, and 
fully informed us what are the proper means 
of juſtifying ourſelves through the merits 
of Chriſt at the laſt day, | | 
I coME nov in the laſt place to cloſe the 
whole with ſuch obſervations as ſhall ſeem 
properly ſuggeſted to us by the ſubject. 
17. Taz ſubſtance of what has been de- 
livered under the farſt head of this diſcourſe, 
naturally leads us to conſider the benefit ac- 
cruing to mankind under theſe deplorable 
circumſtances, from a divine revelation. For, 
if to have the underſtanding darkened, and 
the mind immerſed in error be (as ſurely 
it juſtly may) eſteemed the greateſt of miſ- 
| fortunes, then is the information which de- 
livers us out of that ignorance to be looked 
5 F 4 upon 
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upon as a proportionable bleſſing and ad- 
vantage. It will follow then, that the diſ- 
penſation which furniſhed us with this light 
is to be received with the higheſt honour 
and veneration, How unreaſonable there- 
fore is that treatment which Chriſtianity 
has met with from ſome of its apoſtate pro- 
feſſors! Some of whom have endeavoured 
to ſap its foundations by overthrowing its 
evidence, others by contending, that it con- 
| tains no more information than the light 
of nature furniſhed us with before ; of which 
laſt (as bearing an immediate reference to 
the preſent ſubject) it may properly enough 
be aſked, how comes it then that we have 
ſo much more divine knowledge than the 
_ greateſt Heathens? Their capacities, it muſk 
be confeſſed, were as exalted, as extenſive, 
and as acute as ours ; and yet it 1s as cer- 
tain that we eminently exceed them in di- 
vine knowledge, having a clearer inſight in- 
to the nature of God and his attributes, in- 
to the manner of his dealing with men and 
the as of his As Whence 

have 
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have we all this but from the Goſpel? And 


therefore the Goſpel has furniſhed us with 


ſuch information as no one by the light of 
nature only, had or could acquire. 
- 2dy. THE Goſpel- information being PX 


= 3 it may be concluded, that it is not 


rejected by infidels for any weakneſs in its 
evidence, but for another reaſon, the nature 
of its doctrine; which lays upon their con- 
duct an intolerable reſtraint, impoſes the 
denying and ſubduing every inordinate ap- 
petite, and affords no entertaining proſpect 
to any, but thoſe who fulfil the precepts of 
it. This is the ſpring from whence have 
aroſe ſo many doubts and ſcruples propoſed 
to overthrow the evidence of the Goſpel. 
For men unwilling to quit their darling 
: paſſions, then begin to ſtart difficulties about 
their religion, when their ſenſual appetites. 
have got the maſtery of their reaſon ; when 
the whole frame of man, heated and diſtem- 
pered by laſt, by vice and wickedneſs; re- 
jects the ſober evidence: of cool and delibe- 
pate reaſoning, and attempts at all hazards 
| 3 Ee o 


— 
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to caſt off that yoke which will oblige him 
to a thorough change ef life, or irrecover- 
ably plunge him into miſery and deſpair. A 
wretched deluſion ! which firſt leads a man 
into danger, and then inſtead of ſhewing a 
way to eſcape, ſinks him deeper into ſure 
deſtruction. 

3dy. THE view we have taken of the thick 
darkneſs which overſpread the whole world, 
| ſets before us in the ſtrongeſt light the great- 
neſs of our obligation to GoD for this glo- 
rious manifeſtation of his will ; whereby he 
hath redeemed us from the maze of error 
in which we wandered, and from the domi- 
nion and power of Satan, that he might of 
the children of wrath make us the children 
of grace. And it highly becomes us to ex- 
preſs our gratitude by bringing forth the 
fruits of this Divine ſeed ſown in our hearts, 
and as we have ſeen the light, walk as chil- 
' drenof the light. Not in the Juft of concapi- 

\ ſeence, as the Gentiles, which knew not Gop : 
For GoD hath not called us, 1. e. hath not 5 
manifeſted his will towards us, and redeemed 
: _ 


us from darkneſs unto uncleanneſs, but un- 


to holineſs. Thoſe times of ignorance GOD 


winked at, but we ſhall be inexcuſable, if we 
walk not according to the rules he has pre- 
ſcribed us; for to him that Anowetrh to do | 


good, and doth it not, to him it is fin. 

| LASTLY : It ſhould be remembered that 
theſe conſiderations enforce upon s our 
duty in the ſtrongeſt manner; for we have 


ſuperior talents imparted to ut, and there- 


fore from us will be expected a ſuperior im- 


provement. — Theſe things are made known 
unto us and not unto the world, we being 


by our education, leiſure, and profeſſion 
better qualified to ſearch out the myſtery 
and benefit of our redemption, it is but 
reaſon, therefore, that we ſhould endeavour 
to outſhine men of meaner abilities and 


fewer advantages. For to whom much is 


given, of him will much be required. That 


by our ſteadineſs we may fix the wavering, 
by our Prudence direct the unwary, by our 
knowledge recal thoſe who are miſled, and 


Wis 15 our upright and unblameable 
conduct 
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92 SERMON IV. 
conduct filerice the enemies of our holy 
religion. Theſe happy precautions, and 

commendable reſolutions, ſhall not fail to 
bleſs us with a chearful paſſage through all 
the unſpeakable ills of this calamitous world; 
knowing that they lead us to that everlaſt. 
ing reſt, which ſhall aſſuredly be the por- 1 

tion of every good and faithful ſervant of 
Goh. | 8 


SER- 
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On our SAVIOUR's PASSION. 


PHIL. ii. 8. 


And being found in faſhion as a 4 Man, 
he humbled himſelf, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death * 
ebe Crg 6. 


HEN, by the rebellion of our firſt 
parents, and the continued corrup- 
tion of our nature ever ſince, the condition, 
of mankind was ſo deplorable, as to threaten 
nothing leſs than entire deſtruction to the 
dodies and ſouls of men; when this was 
the deſperate caſe of us all, then did God 
Almighty, out of his infinite mercy, loox 
upon us with an eye of pity, ſo as gra- 

ciouſly to deſign a redemption for us ont 
of ſo miſerable a ſtate. For no ſooner did 
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9 SERMON v. 
he foreſee that by our own folly we ſhould 


loſe ourſelves, than by his immenſe . 
he did conclude to reſtore us. 

BUT which way was the juſtice of God 
to be ſatisfied, his honour maintain'd, and 
his authority vindicated ? The ſentence of 
death peremptorily paſs d on all ſinners, 


could not, conſiſtently with his fruth, be 
revers d: the puniſhment due to the offen- 


ces of men could not, without a freſh af- 
front to his juſtice, be mitigated or taken 


off: neither could the fins and guilt of 


mankind lie buried in oblivion, unleſs ſome 
CatiafaRtion. was made for them. But it 1s 


plain, that no creature upon earth could do 
this: for no man, how pure and innocent 


ſoever, could ſo perform his duty, as to do 


more than merit and ſatisfy for himſelf. 
Neither indeed could the Angels them 
ſelves: for they are but fellow-ſervants, 


and have obligations of their own to dit 


charge; being bound, as well as we, in 
bonds of gratitude, to the aries of their 


great Creator. 
WHERE- 
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WIEREFORE it 1s plain, that no crea- 
ture could aſpire to the honour of redeem- 

ing from infinite guilt and miſery the no- 
bleſt part of the viſible Creation. It being 
the prerogative of God himſelf, according 
to the truth of that frequently repeated 
proclamation, I, even 1, am the Lars, and be- 
fide me there is no Saviour. 
Bor although it muſt be the work of God, 
yet was it neceſſary that Man ſhould alſo 
| concur in it. For, as the work of Redemp- 
tion was a new Covenant, ratify'd with us, 
therefore human will and conſent muſt be 
 interpos'd : — and as Man had, by willful 
tranſgreſſion, ſo highly offended God, fo 
was it proper that he ſhould, by willing | 
obedience, greatly glorify him. | 

THEREFORE did the eternal Son of God, 
taking upon him our nature, undertake 
our Redemption: ſubjecting himſelf to all 
the frailties of our nature, and the infirmi- 


ties of our condition. Who being found in 


faſhion as a man, humbled himſelf, and became 


obedient unto death, even the * of the croſs. 
IN 
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IN Which words, to conſider the mariner 
of that holy paſſi ion we now commemorate, 
it is proper to diſcourſe on the NE 


1 points; B 


I. Irs being in as exintinals/ 
II. Irs being moſt bitter and painful: 
III. Irs being moſt ſhameful and isnor | 

minious: ä 
IV. Ir s peculiar Wendt pomtatlz to our 
Lord's deſign in ſuffering: 
v. The influence it ought to have on our 
lives and converſations. . 

f. W may conſider our Lord's ſuffering 

as being in appearance criminal : for in ap= 


pearance it was an execution of juſtice upon 


him: he being, as the Prophet foretold, 
numbered among the tranſgreſſors. God, ſays 
St. Paul, made him fir for us who knew nb WE 45 


for he was impeach' d of the higheſt crimes, 


as 2 violator of the divine laws in many 
inſtances. So his perſecutors avow'd of him 
to Pilate: Had he not been a malefattor, we 
acould not have deliver d him up unto thee. As 
ſuch he was repreſented and arraign'd: and 
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as ſuch, tho wrongfully, he was condemned, 
and executed. Which circumſtance gives a 
lively image of our Lord's love to man- 
kind. For nothing is more abominable to 
man's nature than ſych a death; God hav- 
ing planted in our conſtitution a quick 
ſenſe of diſgrace: and above all, that which 
proceeds from an imputation of crimes is 
mot ſeverely felt. Of which we find an in- 
ſtance in our Saviour's queſtion, Are ye come 
out againſt me as againſt a thief, with ſwords 
and ſtaves? It is more tolerable to an honeſt 
mind to languiſh under a tedious diſeaſe, 

than to be reputed and handled as a villain, 
and find a quick and eaſy death. | 
As AN, death being inflifted on him as 


a malefactor, was moſt ſuitable to the na- 


ture of his undertaking: for we are all 
guilty in ſo high a degree, and in ſo noto- 
rious a manner, as to deſerve an open 
condemnation, and a public puniſhment. 
| Wherefore he, underfaking in our ſtead, 
to bear all, and fully to ſatisfy for us, was 
pleas'd to undergo the like judgement and 
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uſage as ſhould have paſs'd upon us. Al 
we, like ſheep, have gone aftray : ue have 
turn'd every one to his own way: and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquities of us all. 
FURTHER: Seeing that our Lord was, 
by the determinate counſel of God, to die 
for us, not in a natural but a violent man- 
ner; it was fit it ſhould be tranſacted in 
that way wherein it ſhould be moſt appa- 
rent, that God did exact and inflict the pu- 
niſhment, and that our Lord did freely 
ſubmit to 1t upon thoſe very accounts. It 
was therefore a ſignal act of ſubmiſſion in 
our Lord, to undergo ſuch a puniſhment ; _ 
whereby he receiv'd the ſtroke of juſtice 
from God's hands, repreſented by his in- 
ſtruments. Wherefore he replied to Pilate, 
\ Thou hadft no power over me (or againſt me) 
except it were given thee from above: inti- 
mating that it was in regard to the origi- 
nally ſupreme Authority of God his Father, 
and to his particular appointment upon 
that occaſion, that our Saviour did then 
ſubmit to thoſe inferior powers, as to the 


proper 


4 
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proper miniſters of divine juſtice. For had 
he ſuffered in any other way, by the private 
malice or paſſion of men; God's ſpecial 
providence in that caſe had been leſs viſible, 
and our Lord's obedience not ſo remark- 
able. | 
THESE were the Reaſons why our Lord 
ſhould ſuffer as a criminal. 

II. WE are next to obſerve the pain a 
bitterneſs of his ſuffering; in which man- 
ner of his death we may find a freſh in- 
ſtance of our Lord's conſtancy and love for 
us. For he did not paſs gently out of this 
world: he did not, by an eaſy change, put 
off his fleſhly part, but with extremeſt tor- 
ment, and moſt horrid miſery; by the 
piercing his hands and his feet, parts ex- 
auiſitely ſenſible, with ſharp nails; by hang- 
ing the whole weight of his body upon the 
croſs; and this for no ſmall ſpace of time, 
but for ſix hours; ſuſtaining each moment 
of them beyond the pangs of an ordinary 
death. | | 
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100 SERMON v. 
III. To this painful circumſtance may 
be added another, that of the ſhame and 
ignominy of the puniſhment : it being of 
all other the moſt reproachful, and hardly 
ever inflicted but on the baſeſt and worſt 
of men. For crucifixion was never inflifted 
on any perſon higher than the condition 
of ſlaves; who were, in the opinion of the 
world at that time, little better than brutes, 
by no means put upon a footing with the 
reſt of mankind. Nothing can be eſteem'd 
more irkſome, than to be expos'd as a gaz- 
ing ſtock, to the contempt and deriſion of 
the inconſiderate and rude vulgar. Accord- 
ingly this was one calamitous article of our 
Lord's ſuffering. For we read, that they 
mock'd and revil'd him; verifying that pre- 
_ diction, I am a reproach of men, and deſpiſed 
of the people; they that ſee me laugh me to 
ſcorn: they ſhoot out the lips and ſhake the head, 
ſaying, He truſted in God that he would deliver 
him, let him deliver him, ſeeing he delighted in 
him, | 1 
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Tunos z very perſons who had been wit- 
neſſes of his glorious works, who had ad- 
mir'd his divine diſcourſes, who had fol- 
low'd and favour'd him ſo earneſtly, now 
join'd in venting ſcornful reproaches ; add- 
ing to the torment of his preſent condition, 
by inſulting language. Thus our Lord en- 
dured the croſs, deſpifing the ſhame, that is, 
little regarding it, meekly ſubmitting to it, 
to accompliſh the work of our Redemption. 
No is it improper to add, that our Lord 
felt all theſe evils, in a manner and degree 
which no man ever did, or could do; ſuf- 
fering beyond the ordinary rate, every evil 
impreſs d upon him: ſo that no man was 
ſo affected with grief from them, as he was. 
For in reſpect to preſent evils, he is ſaid to 
be weigh'd down with them, to be ſorrouſful 
even unto death ; to be in great anguiſh and 
anxiety ; and in regard to miſchiefs which 
he ſaw coming, to be ſore amaz d or diſ- 
mayed at them. In order to account for 

which deep agonies, it is to be remember'd, 
that the near view of God's great indigna- 
T 92 . tion 
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tion, flaming out againſt fin, wy d and 
oppreſs'd him. 
V indeed are not ſo tenderly affected 
with the apprehenſions of God's wrath, or 
our own danger, becauſe we have very faint 
conceptions of thoſe matters, they do not 
in fo clear and lively a manner ſtrike upon 
our fancies: or becauſe. we but ſlightly con- 
ſider them, being in religious concerns nei- 
ther ſo wiſe, ſo ſober, ſo diligent, nor ſo 
good as we ſhould be. But with our Lord 
how different was the caſe! He had the 
beſt and quickeſt ſenſe of God's abhorrence 
of ſin, he diſcern'd clearly the wrath of 
God againſt it, and faw moſt fully the ten- 
dency of it to the utter ruin of the world. 
And as he was of a nature moſt kind and 
compaſſionate; it is no wonder that he was 
ſo extremely affected, that he did ſuffer in 
a manner, and to a degree inconceivable. 
| We come now to conſider, 


IV. THAT this way of ſuffering As FRGe | 
| peculiar advantages 1 in it. 


1. As 
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I. As it was public, the truth of it was 
liable to leſs exceptions. No body could 
diſpute a matter of fact ſo well known. 
There would therefore have been leſs con- 
firmation of our faith, neither had our 
Lord's patience, and meekneſs, and charity, 
ſo conſpicuouſly ſnone forth, as they did 
through the whole courſe of his ſuffering. 
And as he certainly lived very publicly, 
ſuitably to that teſtimony of himſelf, I ſpate 
freely to the world; and in ſecret have I ſaid 
nothing; ſo he died moſt publicly and vi- 
ſibly : the world being witneſs of his death, 
and thereby prepar'd to believe his reſur- 
rection, and entertain his doctrine. 4 

2. ANOTHER advantage of this kind of 
ſuffering was, that of evidencing to all be- 
holders the true nature of his kingdom; 
that it was not, as carnal men conceiv'd, a 
dominion over the bodies and properties of 
men; not promoted by worldly policy, and 
maintain'd by human power; but a king- 
dom purely ſpiritual ; reforming the ſoul, 
and diſpoſing it, by acts and habits of vir- 
8 4 tue, 
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tue, to imbibe God's grace; and preparing 
it by theſe acquiſitions, for the ſure enjoy- 
ment of eternal happineſs, 

3. A farther advantage accrued to 55 
| Goſpel from this kind of ſuffering in the 
author of it; that it prov'd the divine con- 
currence in it's propagation. For how other- 
wiſe could it be ſuppos d to gain this extra- 
ordinary footing; ſince the preacher and 
publiſher of it was a perſon of ſo mean an 
appearance, ſo little recommended by his 
condition to the eſteem and admiration of 
the world; and in the end ſo ſhamefully 
inſulted, perſecuted, and deſtroy d, by the 
power and malice of his enemies? 
HERE IN therefore the excellency of di- 
vine wiſdom was glorified ; accompliſhing 

by ſo improbable and unlikely means ſo 

great effects, ſubduing the world by the pa- 
tient ſubmiſſion of an oppreſs d perſon, 
reſtoring mankind to happineſs by the ſor- 
rowful death of a crucified Saviour, 
Ts being the advantages of our Sa- 
viour's ſuffering in this manner: 


V. TUR 
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V. Taz effect it ought to have c on our 
ious and converſations 1s, | 
1. THAT of enflaming our hearts it 
gratitude to God, for this ineſtimable be- 
nefit. That God ſhould defign ſuch a Re- 
demption for us, not ſparing his own Son, 
but delivering him up for us (for even when 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son) that God ſhould love us, 
ending his Son to be' a propitiation for our 
fins; How ſtupendous is that goodneſs! 
How vaſt an obligation doth it lay upon us 
to reciprocal affection! How greatly ſhould 
our love flame out to the Son of God, who 
endur'd theſe things, who underwent pain 
and ſorrow, ſhame and ignominy for us! 
For if love be naturally productive of love, 
if - friendſhip juſtly meriteth a return of 
good will; what effect ſhould the conſide- 
ration of ſo ineffable a love, of ſo unpara- 
lelF'd a friendſhip, have upon us? 
2. THE conſideration of this ſhould en- 
liven our hopes. For what ſurer founda- 


tion can there be to us of faith in God, 
+ 1 than 
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than is ſuggeſted by this circumſtance? For 
if God ſtrongly held his reſolution, in de- 
| livering to death his dearly beloved Son; 
how can we ever ſuſpect his fidelity, or 
diſtruſt the completian of any divine pro- 
miſe ? If God ſpared not his own Son; how 
can we any ways be diffident of his bounty, 
or deſpair of his merey ? How (as the Apo- 
ſtle argues) /hall he not with bim alſo freely 
give us all things? If therefore the greatneſs 
of our ſins diſcourage us from entertainin g 
comfortable hopes of mercy z we ſhould 
chear our hearts with reflecting, that fo 
great a puniſhment hath already been in- 
flicted for them ; that ſuch a ſacrifice hath 
been offer'd, which God hath avow'd to be 
moſt available and acceptable to himſelf, 
For, whatever the wounds of our conſcience 
may be, the blood of the croſs, in conjunc- 
tion with hearty repentance and a lively 
faith, is of virtue ſufficient to cure them. 
FURTHER : This conſideration is moſt 
uſeful to render us humble, and ſenfible of 
our own weakneſs and wretchedneſs. For 
| | | how 
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how low was that fall, from which we could- 
not be rais'd but by the depreſſion of God's, 
only Son! How great was that impotency, 
which did need ſuch a ſuccour to relieve it! 
How abominable that iniquity, which might 
not be expiated without ſo precious a ſacri- 
fice! Wherefore we may conclude, that our 
| guilt was extreme, and our miſery incon- 
ceivable; elſe the divine wiſdom had un- 
doubtedly choſen an eaſier remedy for us. 
We therefore certainly ſhould entertain no 
pride and conceit of ourſelves, who were ſo, 
near the brink of ruin; who were cover'd 
with the foulneſs of our iniquities, and ob- 
liged to ſo ineſtimable a ranſom for our 
redemption. Nothing can be a more pal- 
pable confutation of human vanity, than 
that croſs, wherein, as in a glaſs, our de- 
formity and meanneſs, our own infirmity 
and weakneſs, were ſo fully repreſented. 

4. THIs event ſhould inſpire us with a 
hearty deteſtation of our ſins. For we, with 
great reaſon, hold in abomination all thoſe 
who were inſtruments of our Lord's death. 

| — 
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But how much more reaſon is there, that 
we ſhould deteſt our ſins, which were the 
true and principal actors in that ſad tra- 
gedy! And what, in reaſon, can work more 
powerfully toward penitential ſorrow and 
remorſe, than to reflect upon the horrid 
effects proceeding from our fins: ſince they 
were, in reality, the betrayers and perſecu- 
tors of our bleſſed Maſter? 

F. AGAIN: The conſideration of this event 
ſhould diſpoſe us to the practice of charity 
towards our neighbour. For what heart can 
be fo hard, that the confideration of the 
croſs cannot melt into a compaſſionate ten- 
derneſs for his fellow-creatures ? How can 
we forbear to love thoſe, for whom Chriſt 
bore ſuch tortures and indignities? We 
certainly cannot, by any excuſe whatever, 
be releas'd from the obligation of parting 
with a little of our worldly goods, for their 

fupport, for whoſe ſake our bleſſed Lord 
| parted with his glory, and laid down his 
life. This is my command, faith our Lord, 
that ye love one another, even as I have loved 
you. 
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you. Beloved, if God ſo loved us, then ought we 

alſo to love one another. Hereby we perceive 
the love of God, becauſe he laid down his life 
for us. Wherefore we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren. All which precepts 
diſpoſe us to comply with them, for the 
ſake of our crucified Saviour, whoſe whole 
life was nothing but one continued enforce- 
ment and recommendation of this duty : 

but his death was moſt eſpecially obhiging 

and incentive thereto. | 

6. NoTHING can diſpoſe us ſo properly 
to a reſignation to the will of God, as the 
contemplation of our Saviour's paſſion. For 
no greater example can poſlibly be afforded, 
of a cheerful ſubmiſſion, and unlimited obe- 
dience, than our Lord has ſet before us: 
who in the midſt of the greateſt torments, 
and the moſt unjuſt treatment, conducted 
| himſelf with inimitable patience and reſig- 
nation; from whom, the ſevereſt agonies, 
and moſt piercing ſorrows, could extort no- 
thing contrary to the will of his Father; 
Thy will, and not mine, be done, was the ut- 
moſt 
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moſt which could be preſs'd from him, by 
all the ſuggeſtions of the powers of dark- 
neſs, and the heavieſt miſeries. — Though 


we find him in the height of his tortures 
and afflictions, paſſionately exclaiming, My 


God, my God, <why haſt thou forſaken me ? yet 
he reſign d his breath with this holy and 
pious ejaculation, Father, into thy bands J 


commend my ſpirit. — A leſſon of incompa- 


rable uſe, for patience under all the ſevere 
trials of this world, for reſignation to the 
divine will, and for a firm reliance on God's 
faithfulneſs and truth. 


THESE are ſome of the uſes to be made 


of the holy Paſſion which we now comme- 


morate; and which ought to engage our 
attention more eſpecially at this ſeaſon : as 


the likelieſt means of exciting in us that 
humility, which becomes us when joining 
in ſo. ſolemn an act of repentance; and 
thoſe grateful and pious affections, which 
will recommend us to God, and render our 


Saviour's ſufferings available to our ſalva- 
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SERMON VI. 
Upon heDuty of WATCHFULNESS. 


8. MARK xiii. 37. 


AAA what T ſay unto you, I ſay 


unto all, Watch. 


HIS chapter, in general, contains a 
prophecy of the calamities ſhortly to 

be inflifted upon the Jews: our Lord tak- 
ing occaſion to recount them, from a que- 
ſtion put to him by his diſciples. For, at his 
going out of the Temple, they requeſt him 
to obſerve the admirable and coſtly ſtructure 
of it, the unuſual largeneſs, as well as the 
magnificent diſpoſition, of the ſtones uſed in 
the buildings. His reply, that here ſhall 
not be left one flone upon another which ſhall 
not be thrown down, was, no doubt, a ſen- 
fible check to the pleaſure with which they 
viewed them. Whereupon we find that, af- 


ter he was ſeated upon the mount of Olives, 
over- 


2 
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over-againſt the temple, their mind was 
{2 taken up wit the cataſtrophe threaten- 
ed, that they reſume the fact, and require 
our Lord to give them the time in which it 
ſhall happen, and ſome tokens of it's ap- 
proach: ſurmiſing, that ſo remarkable and 
aſtoniſhing a deſtruction would be intro- 
duced by ſome eminent changes, which 
would be the warnings and forerunners of 
its accompliſhment. 

By what follows it appears, that our Lord 
did but in part anſwer their queſtion, giving 
them indeed ſome tokens to judge of it's 

approach, but not hinting in the leaſt to 
them the appointed time. He acquaints 
them that many ſhould pretend to deliver 
their nation, who ſhould gain many fol- 
lowers, though in fact they were but vain 
deceivers: that national diſſentions ſhould 
be a ſign, and the fatal conſequences of 
civil wars, ſuch as tumults, famine, and 
univerſal commotions: nevertheleſs, theſe 8 
are but the beginning of ſorrows. Another 
ſign here mentioned to them, are thoſe 

troubles 
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troubles which ſhould immediately affect 
them upon account of the Goſpel, the per- 
ſecutions which they ſhould meet with, and 
the uncertainty of their ſafety, ſince reli- 
gious zeal ſhould cancel the ties of the near- 
eſt relation. To add to all theſe, as a preg- 
nant foreboding of this deſtruction, they 
| ſhould ſee the army of the Gentiles cloſely 
befieging Feruſalem, expreſſed by the abomi- 
nation of deſolation ſtanding where it ought not. 
AFTER theſe hints, our Lord proceeds 
ſo far to fix the time, as to ſay, that it 
ſhould happen in that preſent age; ſo that 
many then alive ſhould be witneſſes to it, 
and to the truth of his words. But he en- 
tirely waves the determining the day and 
hour of it's final completion; affirming that 
it was not revealed to the Prophets, nor to 
the Angels, © nor was it any part of his 
« commullion, as Son of Man, to declare 
« it*,” To preclude therefore any further 
curioſity about that, our Lord inculcates 
from theſe impending dangers, the nets 
9 Hamm, in loc. 
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of courage in their profeſſion; and from 


the uncertainty of their coming, (ſtyled his 


coming,) the obligation of being perpe- 


tually watchful. . Take heed, watch and pray, 
for ye know not when the time is. | To inforce 


which duty he makes uſe of a familiar al- 
luſion; comparing this his coming, to the 
uncertainty when the maſter of the houſe 
will return, who is gone a great journey, 


and the neceſſity incumbent upon them to 


diſcharge their reſpective portions of buſi- 


neſs impoſed, with all diligence, that they 


may be ſure to have finiſhed before his re- 
turn; Jeſt coming ſuddenly he find you fleeping, 
i. e. in a poſture incapable of receiving him, 
or a diſpoſition utterly unfit to ry of 


the benefit of his preſence. 


WITH good reaſon did our Lord lay up- 
on them this injunction; knowing the un- 


quiet ſituation of the Jewiſh affairs, the civil 
_ diſtractions which tore up and deſtroyed the 


very ſhadow of peace, and the additional 
calamity of a foreign invaſion, During 
which commotions, the fury of blind and 

| un- 
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untempered zealots, and the artful and 
plauſible pretences of cunning impoſtors, 
were ſo many ſnares, to catch the unwary, 


and to delude the innocent, to ſhake the 
ſteadineſs of the one, or to taint the purity 
of the other. 

So far the words of the text and a of 
watchfulneſs ſeem applicable to them only, 
and not to us; as being founded on circum- 
ſtances of times and things, in which we 
are not concerned: For an incident which 
has come to paſs ſo long ago as that of the : 
 Yewihh diſperſion, might ſeem to take off 
from us, at this diſtance of time, any obli- 


gation to attend to the precept before us. 


But they who judge fo conſider neither the 
words themſelves, nor the ſignificative im- 
portance of that judgment. For the words 
' themſelves extend the duty to others, as 
well as thoſe firſt diſciples. What I ſay unto 
you, T ſay unto ALL : by which comprehen- 
five term we are all included, 7. e. to every : 
one who profeſſes himſelf a follower and diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt, this precept of watchfulneſs 

6 H 2 18 
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is recommended. Neither can. any one pre- 
ſume to ſay, that by the all there mention- 
ed, all thoſe were intended who were alive 
at that time, whether they were at the hear- 


ing of this diſcourſe or not; and ſo judge 


themſelves at preſent not concerned in it : 


For then, no doubt, our Lord would have 


added, © What J ſay unto you here preſent, 
I fay to all who are alive at this time.” 


But as he has made no ſuch limitation him 


ſelf, but thought fit to put it abſolutely; 
we have no right to make any ſuch com- 
ment, or to underſtand it otherwiſe than he 
has expreſſed it. 

By the words therefore it is evident, that 
the precept of watchfulneſs is extended to 
us. Which will farther be confirmed, by 
_ obſerving the ſignificative importance of the 
deſtruction threatened in this chapter. For, 
although what is related of the Son of 
Man's coming be literally and immediately 
referred to his viſitation of the Jews, which 


is the peculiar ſubject of this diſcourſe; yet 


has it been always looked upon as an em- 
blematical 
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SERMON: VE . mi 
blematical repreſentation of ſomething 
more. And if ſo, the duty of watchfulneſs 
inculcated from it, muſt be admitted to 
have an equal ſhare in this more remote 


tranſaction. | 
THE coming of the Son of Man is un- 


derſtood in three different refpe&ts :—in his 


human nature, as in the fleſh;—in his com- 

ing to viſit, and avenging himſelf on his 
enemies, as in the preſent caſe;— and laſt- 
ly, his coming finally to judgment +. Of 
which the laſt is typified or repreſented by 
the ſecond: as appears by the ſame ſubject 


treated on by St. Matthew, at the concluſion 


of which (interrupted only by the parable 
of the virgins) our Lord diſcourſes of his 
coming in judgment. And it is evident that 


the analogy is kept up, by parity of cir- 


cumſtances: For, in the judgments upon 
the Jews, there are ſome who are promiſed 


to be preſerved and reſcued from thoſe 


dreadful calamities : as in the general judg- 


ment there are rewards a to faithful 


PF Hamm. in loc. 


H 3 ſervants. 
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ſervants. The concluſion of the age, which 
is ſhut up | by the ruin of the Jewiſb aco- 
nomy and government, points out the 


end of the world by the conſummation 


of all things. The duty of watchfulneſs 


therefore being inforced upon the conſider- 


ation of the uncertainty and ſeverity of theſe 
national tranſactions; and theſe tranſacti- 
ons evidently referring to the more diſtant 
and final change which ſhould affect all men 


at the general judgment; it muſt be refer- 
red and continued to the ſame period. Upon 


the account therefore of the general judg- 
ment, and the conſequences of it, we are 
bound to be watchful: becauſe this laſt 


coming ſhall be attended with as great un- 


certainty as to the time, and with as great, 
nay, with much more importance, as to the 
Event. | 


HaviNG thus given you the extent of 


the precept, and evidently proved our con- 
cern in it, I proceed, 9 
I. To the nature and properties of this 
duty. | 


II. To 


ich 


eſs 


r- 


ſc 
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II. To the wiſdom of attending to it. 
I. 1. THE nature of this duty conſiſts in 
being upon our guard, that no temptation 
to fin ſhall overpower or miflead us: for, as 


It is the care and duty of a vigilant guard, 


to admit nothing which may be hurtful ; ſo 


is it the property of this religious vigilance, 


to exclude all things that tend to the cor- 
ruption, and conſequently the deſtruction 
of the ſoul: Every thought which taints it's 


purity, which indulges it's proneneſs to vice, 


is to be looked upon as it's enemy, and to 
be ſhut out from thence upon the firſt ad- 
vances. How can we otherwiſe be ſaid to 
be watchful, if we inadvertently let thoſe 
inclinations take place in it which aſſuredly 
debauch it? If we ſuffer them to remain 
ſo long, that by an habitual entertainment, 
they are too firmly. rooted to be eaſily forced 
out; it is hardly conſiſtent with this duty, 
to admit the near approach of any moral 
evil, but rather it's property to diſcern it at 
a great diſtance, and either to repel it's force, 
or in time get out of it's Way. 5 

1 4 24 iy. 
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dh. Ir is the nature of this duty, to 


ſearch carefully for expedients to advance in 


virtue: every ſuch additional acquiſition be- 
ing a farther ſecurity. Thus, diligent war- 
riors (and our trial in this world is ſtyled 
a Warfare) are deeply engaged, not barely 
in defending themſelves, but in annoying 
the enemy, in breaking his power, and diſ- 
arming him for the prevention of future 
miſchief. The ſame methods are conducive 
to our ſafety: and therefore, were we duly 
watchful, as we ought to be, we ſhould 
break the power of the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil, by endeavouring to eſtabliſh in 
our ſouls a habit of virtue. For how much 
the more we are inured to the one, by ſo 
much the more ſhall we be enabled to reſiſt 
the other. a + the 

BUT more particularly, a man who is 
duly watchful over himſelf will not ſuffer 
himſelf to be ſurprized into any thing, 
which he knows will offend God. He will 
therefore (the better to ſecure himſelf) di- 
ligently ſeek his will, and acquaint himſelf 


with his commandments. His mind will 


be 
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be ſo ſteadily fixed on the performance of 
his ſeveral duties, that he will eaſily diſcern 
the leaſt tendency in himſelf to deviate from 
it, and ſtop it's further progreſs. This per- 
petual exerciſe of himſelf will ſo clearly in- 
ſtruct him in obedience, that no falſe gloſs 
or deceitful appearance will be able to miſ- 
lead him: his whole practice will be con- 
formable to what David affirms of the god- 
ly, that he will exerciſe himſelf in the law of 
the Lord day and night. 

3. Laſily. THE man who 1s duly watch- 
ful, will bend his attention chiefly to the 
obſervance and correction of thoſe failings 
to which he is more immediately ſubject. 
Therefore, if he finds himſelf ſubject to 
paſſion, he will more ſtudiouſly conſider 
the ill effects of cauſeleſs anger; if luſt be 
his failing, he will carefully avoid thoſe 
opportunities which afford him occaſion of 
indulging it: if drunkenneſs be too apt to 
enſnare him, he will be the more upon his 
guard when the temptation is ſet before 
bim: and ſo, in all * caſes, he will not 

| fall 


3 
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fail to fortify his good reſolves, in thoſe 
articles wherein lies his principal weakneſs, 


| HavinG thus diſcourſed of the nature 
and properties of the duty of watchful. 
neſs; I proceed, 


II. To obſerve to you the wiſdom of at- 
tending to it: which will appear from the 
conſideration of thoſe dangers, to which 
we are daily ſubjet. 

I. Tux proneneſs of our nature to vice 

ſets before us the wiſdom of being watch- 
ful. For the preſent corruption and dege- 
neracy of our ſouls are daily tempting us to 
fatisfy our luſts; are hourly ſoliciting us 
to indulge every appetite. Under many 
ſpecious pretences, vice inſinuates itſelf in- 
to our affections, endeavouring to juſtify 
it's reception by pleading an excuſable ne- 
ceſſity of complying with it. This is what 
makes us eaſy in wickedneſs, and lulls us 
into a fatal ſecurity, by ſtifling the mo- 
tions of our conſcience, and puts us upon 
finding excuſes for the irregularity of our 
con- 
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conduct: Thus, from one evil compliance 
we proceed to another; being equally ready 

to juſtify ourſelves in the laſt as in the firſt 
tranſgreſſion. Such a danger as this we 
are involved in by the corruptneſs of our 
: own will, and the depravity of our own 
: appetite; which blind our judgments, in 
order the more firmly to bind us the ſer- 
vants of iniquity, unto iniquity. Which, be- 
ing a danger all men may fall into, explains 
at once the wiſdom as well as neceſſity of 
watchfulneſs. | | 
2dly. THE general practice of the world 
is ſo great a countenance to vice, that we 
have need of being watchful, leſt this cir- 
cumſtance betray us. Surely, if wicked- 
neſs was of ſo bad a nature, ſo many would 
not give into it. Surely, if it's conſequences 
were ſo fatal, more people would avoid it. 
How plauſible a defence 1s this for vice! 
how ſucceſsful a plea for wicked compli- 
ances! How many are driven on with the 
torrent of a multitude, to meaſure right 
and wrong, not by themſelves, but the 
force of numbers; the prevalence of ex- 
x | ample 
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124 SERMON VI. 
ample defeating the means of better in- 
ſtruction, and bearing down before it the 


oppoſition of reaſon and religion! This is 


the cruel rock on which ſo many have been 
daſhed to pieces: and the fearful abyſs in 
which they have been 1rrecoverably ſwal- 
lowed up, and loſt for ever. By the num- 
ber of their partners, men ſtrengthen them 
ſelves in their wickedneſs: they encourage 
themſelves in miſchief, as if numbers avail- 


ed againſt God, or the example of their 


neighbours would juſtify in them their 
tranſgreſſions. Weak as this defence 1s, 
many have preſumed upon it, and made 


the! lives of other men the rule of their 


own n practice: which being ſo fallible and 
Precarious a reliance; the duty of watch- 
fulneſs comes in to our aſſiſtance ſeaſonably 
to prevent our ruin by ſo dangerous an in- 
vaſion. 5 


3dly. Nor only the examples and prac- 


tices, but the reaſonings and diſcourſes of 
other men oblige us to be watchful. For, 


we ſee, they are not content with being 


Wicked, 


wo 
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wicked, unleſs they can make others ſo. 
They think they cannot do enough for the 
cauſe of vice, unleſs they acquire the con- 
currence of others likewiſe. Hence it is, 
that men bend all their endeavours, and 
rack their invention, to varniſh over vice 
by ſpecious apologies, and diſplay their elo- 
quence in extenuating the guilt and dan- 
ger of ſinning. Hence we ſee ſo many 
ſnares ſpread for the innocent, by the art- 


ful diſcourſes of old offenders. Theſe are 


they, who are to be avoided as a noiſome 
peſtilence: whoſe contagious breath is a 
deadly and incurable poiſon; whoſe mouth 
uttereth falſhood, and bringeth forth deceit. 
The porſon of aſþs is under their lips. Can we 
acknowledge the truth of theſe things, which 
daily experience confirms, and not think it 
our duty to be watchful? Can we judge 
this precept does not relate to us, when we 
are ſet in the midſt of ſo many and great 
dangers ; poſleſſed of a degenerate nature ; 
encompaſſed with a corrupt world; who not 
only by their example, but by their argu- 
ments, 
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ments, endeavour to enſnare our ſouls, 


whoſe attempts are promoted by the vigi- 


lance of that declared enemy to God and 
Man, the Devil? For, 

 4thhy. Hz imperceptibly works and la- 
bours for our ruin: he joins all theſe in 
their meaſures, and ſuggeſts more: he 


' weakens our good reſolves, and ſtrengthens 


our vicious inclinations: he throws conti- 


nually ſtumbling-blocks of offence in our 


way; propoſing at one time worldly advan- 
tages, at another temporal honours, alluring 
us with every tempting bait, and encourag- 
ing us to goon with the hopes of impunity. 
5. Laſtly. WE may obſerve the wiſdom 
of being watchful, from the uncertainty 
of that important period, the coming of 
Chriſt to judgment. | | 
FoR it is an inſtance of prudence, to 
provide for the worſt, and to guard againſt 
a ſurprize. As therefore we know neither 


the day, nor the hour, in which our Lord 


cometh; we ſhould be always ready and 
ever prepared. What can we call it but ex- 


treme 


3 
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treme folly to be otherwiſe: to buſy our- 
ſelves about things of no moment, in com- 
pariſon of this conſideration, which is of 
ſuch conſequence ? | 

THE fate of the five fooliſh virgins, who 
ſlept when the bridegroom came, and had 
provided themſelves with nothing proper 
for his reception *, was a fit emblem of the 
utter confuſion of thoſe who live in this 
world without preparing for another; of 
that utter confuſion which they muſt be in 
when God calls them before his tribunal. 
Accordingly, a judgment proportionate to 
| ſuch a folly is threatened to be inflicted up- 
on them. All which is repreſented, by the 
ſimilitude of the maſter of the houſe; who, 
if he had known at what hour the thief would 
come, would, according to all human pru- 
dence, have provided for his own ſecurity. 
From this familiar inſtance it is inferred, 
that it is a rational part to act thus in an 
article of ſo great concern : and the de- 
ſtruction which ſhall unavoidably overwh elm 

Matt. xxv. 


thoſe 
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thoſe who act unſuitably to this warning, 
is deſcribed by the ſudden puniſhment of 

that wicked ſervant, who ſhall preſume, in 
the abſence of his maſter, to abuſe his fel- 
low-creatures, and to indulge himſelf in all 
manner of riot. For the Lord of that ſer- 
want ſhall come, in a day when he looketh not 
for him, and in an hour which he is not aware 
V; and fhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him 
a portion with the hypocrites: there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. | 


(x29 
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ISAIAH lvii. I. 


The Righteous perifheth, and no one 


layeth it to heart, and merciful men 
are taken away. — Mone conſidering 


that the Righteous are taken away 


from the Evil to come. 


4 


HE words before us are by ſome 


Commentators imagined to refer to 
the death of Fofiah or Hezekiah, two very 
righteous and religious kings of Judah; 


and to contain a reflection of the Prophet's, 
upon the unconcerned conduct of his Coun- 


trymen at this event. If indeed we confine 


it to the hiſtory of Joſiah, it furniſhes us 


wn matter of aſtoniſhment at this beha- 
| 1 | viour 
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viour of the Jews. For the happineſs of the 
nation was cloſely connected with his life, and 
received it's final period with his death, which 
was to be the immediate prelude to dread- 
ful calamities, by the introduction of a 
eruel and foreign yoke. The promiſe made 
to him, that he fhould not ſee the captivi- 
ty of his people, was well known in Feru- 


falem. And therefore, his being taken away, 


or (as the words import) his being gather- 
ed to his grave, ought, in reaſon, to have 


raiſed ſome apprehenſions in them, that 


theſe judgments were juſt coming upon 
their heads. And if it did not alarm them, 
the Prophet might very juſtly expoſtulate | 
with them, for fo unaccountable a pro- 
ceeding. 


BU, if we conſider the words in a great- 


* latitude, as containing matter of more 
general inſtruction; if we compare them 
with the too common indifference of the 
world at the loſs of good and righteous 
perſons; we thall find abundant reaſon to 
join with the Prophet, in his general charge 


a. againſt 
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againſt the world, that the Righteous periſb- 
eth, and no man layeth it to heart, that mer- 
ciful men are taken away, while no man con- 
fiders that the Righteous is taken away from the 
evil to come. | | | 

Now the death of righteous perſons can- 
not be in itſelf a matter of indifference to 
the world, becauſe of the advantages which 
the world does and muſt receive by their 
continuance in it. Conſidered in this light, 
the ſubject will afford matter of ſerious re- 
flection to thoſe who ſurvive. — Neither 
can we help giving attention likewiſe to the 
circumſtance of the latter part of the text; 
namely, thatzhe Righteous are taken away from 
the evil to come: as it leads us naturally to 
conſider the conſequences of ſuch being re- 
moved out of this world, with reſpect to 
themſelves. 

I ſhall therefore beſtow a few reflections 
upon each of theſe articles: preſuming 
that, as they are of general concern, ſo they 
will not appear wholly foreign to the oc- 
caſion of our preſent meeting. 3 
=, £2 1 
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I. 1. Tar firſt advantage ch I fat 
mention, which the world receives by the 
continuance of righteous people in it, is 
the ſupport and countenance which they 
give to the cauſe of virtue and religion. 
For the uſefulneſs of ſuch examples is very 
obvious, as greatly contributing towards 
the repreſſing the violent progreſs of licen- 
tious ſinners, and the confirming and eſta- 
bliſhing the well NNN and ſerious part 
of mankind. 
| THER is indeed ſuch a deference paid 
to theſe characters, that vice generally hides 
it's head from their obſervation: generally, 
I chooſe to ſay, becauſe ſome ſpirits are ſo 
utterly abandoned and void of ſhame, that 
they are ſubject to no controul from any 
thing. But however, for the moſt part, and 
more particularly in the preſence of good 
people, the appearance of decency will be 
_ Preſerved : there being a ſecret and irreſiſt- 

1ble authority in goodneſs, which wilt put 
the yoke of reſtraint upon the neck of it's 
avowed adverſaries, And though this be 
> | . all 
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all which it can do with ſuch wretches; 
yet even this open check and chaſtiſement 
of ſin is accompanied with many advan- 
tages; by putting ſome ſtop and hindrance 
(though perhaps but for a ſeaſon) to the 
more flagrant commiſſion of fin. 

BUT with the well-diſpoſed, the example 
of good people carries a more weighty in- 
fluence: it works with ſtronger efficacy; 
and, meeting with a good ſoil, ſucceſsfully 
improves and enriches it. Young minds 
and tender natures, will be ready and de- 
ſirous to ſhelter themſelves under their pro- 
tection; and chearfully preſs forward, to 
walk in the ſteps of good men, whoſe cha- 
racters and examples fortify them in their 
good reſolves, and enable them to fruſtrate 
the open attacks, or deluſive ſnares, that 
vice, or the patrons of vice may offer as 
impediments to piety. 

2dly, THE continuance of good men is | 

a benefit to the world; as by their conduct 
and prayers, they often ſtand between it 
and the puniſhment of ſin. The ſerious 
I 3 and 


134 SERMON VII. 
and religious part of the world cannot but 
frequently look upon it in this view: ſince 
th's notion has certainly the warrant of 
Scripture; as it furniſhes us with many 
examples, of God's accepting the interceſ- 
ſion of the Righteous, in behalf of the wick- 
ed and offending, 
WHAT, otherwiſe, was the 1 
of Abrabam with reſpect to Sodom? which 
would have ſucceeded, could there, amongſt 
the miſerable inhabitants of this abandon- 
ed city have been found ſo few as but ten 
perſans, who could anſwer the conditions 
upon which the requeſt was made and 
granted, 
Ap more than once was the diſobedi- 
ence of the Mraelites threatened with utter 
deſtruction ; which had been executed, had 
not Moſes (to uſe the words of the Pſalmiſt) 
ſtood before them in the gap. Nor can we 
confine this opinion to the peculiar govern» 
ment of God over the eus: ſince St. James 
exhorts us to pray one for another, adding 
as a motive and encouragement, that #he | 


efefual 
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efefual fervent prayer of a righteous man a- 
vaileth much. | | 
THERE is nothing then ſo peculiar in 
this notion, as to oblige us to reject it. 
And it ſerves to raiſe in us a proper con- 
cern for the loſs of religious people: ac- 
quainting us at the ſame time with the force 
and energy of true righteouſneſs; which, in 
this reſpect, has been, and may be ſtill, the 
inſtrument of publick good, and a ſafeguard 
and ſecurity, as well as an honour, to the 
world. | | Se 
Nor that this opinion is to be carried fo 
far, as to ſay, that it will abſolutely prevent 
the puniſhment of ſin: but that the prayers 
and conduct of righteous men may ſuſpend 
the wrath of God for a while, and thereby 
gain time for a ſeaſonable repentance. 

3dly, THE well-being of the world is 
promoted by the generoſity and charity of 
good people. As in the former particulars, 
the conduct of good people has been ob- 
ſerved to operate chiefly in the remedy 
of moral evils; ſo will it be found to be 

| > * 
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no leſs effectual in redreſſing the natural 
evils of this world. 

WIINOEVIR conſiders the large ſcene 
which is opened here to tender and bene- 
volent natures the wide and various pro- 
ſpect afforded us of hunger and nakedneſs, 
ſickneſs, and want; muſt be loſt to all ſen- 
timents of humanity, if he forbears to bleſs 
the hand of the charitable Chriſtian, buſily 
employed in amending and contracting ſo 
ſad a ſcene. Nor leſs ungrateful muſt he 


be to God, the author of all our bleſſings, 


who forgets to thank and praiſe him, for 


raiſing up ſuch inſtruments of compatiion 


to helpleſs diſtreſs. 

Hoy mean a figure does the rich and 
affluent man make, who converts all his 
ſubſtance, from a ſelfiſh and greedy aſſidui- 
ty, to the aggrandizing his own perſon, 
and the gratification of his pampered appe- 
tites? like a bottomleſs gulph, which buries 


in it's inſatiable bowels, whatſoever is be- 


ſtowed upon it, for ever loſt and ſecreted 


How 
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How much more becoming God's beſt 


and laſt workmanſhip is that Character, 
which freely diſtributes, out of it's abun- 


dance, to the wants and neceſſities of the 


unfortunate: like the ſun, which diſperſes 
it's wholeſome rays, imparting light and 
warmth to the whole ſyſtem around it? 
Were indeed ability and benevolence more 
frequently united, the ſtate of this world 
would put on another face,and be greatly 
altered from what at preſent it is ſeen and 
known to be. But, by benevolence I mean, 
not theſpeculativevirtue of the heathen mo- 
raliſt; but the actual practice of the grace of 
charity, upon the Chriſtian foundation, the 
love of God and of man. To which, if per- 
ſons in exalted ſtations gave more atten- 
tion; they would neither put ſo falſe a va- 
lue upon, nor make ſo wrong an uſe * 
do of uncertain riches. 

AND here, my ſubject naturally chere 
me to apply this part of my diſcourſe, 
to the well-known example of her, whoſe 
remains are before us. 


THERE 
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THERE is a kind of harmony and con- 


nection between ſome duties, and eſpecial- 
ly the relative ones, which call forth (on a 


ſuitable attention to the firſt and principal) 
the practice of the reſt in their order. Thus, 


4 


a good huſband or wife generally makes a 
good parent, a good governor of a family, 


a good neighbour, and a good member of 


community. All theſe relations open a 


large field of action; and if duly executed, 
an equal one of admiration and eſteem. 
Vet this picture of human nature, graceful 
and amiable as it is, is no more than what 
was preſented to us; no more than what 
was held up to your view, by the perſon 
whoſe loſs you muſt ſo juſtly lament. 


NoR was ſhe leſs adorned with that truly 


Chriſtian grace, humility: a qualification 
which was the characteriſtick of the bleſſed 
author of our religion: a grace, ſo frequent- 
ly recommended in Scripture, diſtinguiſhed 
by ſo high an encomium, as that— of be- 
ing in the fight of God of great price. 
4 it muſt be confeſſed, that, ſetting 
aſide 
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aſide religious motives, the practice of this 
grace beſtows a preſent reward on all who 
poſſeſs it. For, though the diſtance and 
reſerve which (through the falſe taſte and 
faſhion of the world) perſons of great for- 
tunes or abilities, are too apt to keep with! 
the reſt of mankind, procure them indeed 
the outward form of ceremonious reſpect; 
yet they conſtantly fail of that inward ve- 
neration and ſilent eſteem, which are ſure 
to be paid to a conduct more open, more 
condeſcending, and freer of acceſs. In how 
large a degree, the perſon before us poſſeſ- 
ſed this happy ornament, through the 
whole tenor of her life; and the little ſhe 
valued herſelf on the account of her ſupe- 
rior circumſtances; there are a cloud of 
witneſſes here preſent to atteſt, 1 

AND perhaps, a much greater might be 
brought, to acknowledge her diffuſive cha- 
rity to the poor objects about her. For 
this acceptable ſacrifice was freely offered 
to God, by her being ever rey to give, 
PRA * to diſtribute. 

AFTER 
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. AFTER what has been delivered, in ge- 
neral, of the adventages of the continuance 
of righteous people in the world, and the 
particular inſtance before us — Can the 
Rigbteous periſh, and no man lay it to heart? 
Can theſe events come to paſs, and we that 
ſurvive be wholly unconcerned? Reflecti- 
on, reaſon, and religion, dictate otherwiſe. 
Our own intereſt, and the intereſt of our 
fellow-creatures, forbid us to be indif- 
ferent. 

II. LET us paſs on =" to the next con- 


fideration, the conſequences of the removal 
of ſuch characters out of the world, with 


reſpect to themſelves. 
1. THE firſt conſequence to them, i 18 chat 


of an immediate deliverance from the mi- 


ſeries of this world. And whoever con- 
ſiders the ſmall ſatisfaction which the beſt 


condition of this life affords, will grant that 
the happineſs of righteous people com- 
mences only at their death. If we reckon 


up the tedious hours of vexation, the cares 

and n the many periods ſpent 
in 

1 
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in trifling purſuits, all foreign to the ex- 
pectations, and irkſome to the ſpirits of thoſe, 
whoſe hopes are placed on better things; 
we cannot but look upon their deliverance 
from theſe, as an act of God's favour to 
them. Nor of leſs importance is the con- 
ſideration of their being relieved from thoſe 
painful reflections, which they muſt feel, 
concerned as they muſt be for the honour 
of God: which muſt oppreſs them with 
grief, for the folly and danger of their fel- 
low- creatures. - 

BUT we may proceed further, to. take 
into the account the many painful diſeaſes 
and infirmities, incident to our bodies. But, 
however we accuſtom ourſelves to think 
death a deliverance to any man in ſuch un- 
happy circumſtances; it is, properly ſpeak= 
ing, only ſo to the Righteous: who, upon a 

ſeparation from this mortal life, have no- 

thing further to fear; who, having paid 
the common debt of nature, reſt in peace. 
To ſuch indeed, the approach of a ſharp 
and virulent * is the prophetick 
miniſter 
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miniſter of approaching happineſs: and 
every alteration of the blood and juices, 
tending to the deſtruction of the outward 
man, the forerunner and fignal of his ap- 


proaching tranquillity. Conſidering there- 
fore the pains and inſufferable torments of 
languiſhing diſeaſes, the portion of moſt men, 
and common to all; the happineſs of the 
Righteous is evident, who is paſt the ſtroke, 
and above the reach of ſuch misfortunes. 
2. THE ſecond conſequence of the re- 
moval of good people out of this world, is 
their deliverance from the temptations 
of it. 
Fo what comfort can even the fairer 
ſide of life adminiſter, with all it's conſtant 
attendance of pride and vanity? Theſe too 
often clothe vice in it's moſt ſpecious co- 
lours, and introduce unreaſonable liber- 
ties, and an abandoned uſe of pleaſures. 
By theſe, the mind 1s gradually corrupted, 
and inſenſibly drawn away from an appli- 
cation to the neceſſary and 1mportant pre- 
cepts of virtue. The ſenſe of duty becomes 
im- 


SERMON VII. 143 
impaired; and the paſſions thereby being 
let looſe and unreſtrained, are often in- 
dulged, to the irretrievable loſs of inno- 
cence. This 1s too frequently the proſpect 
which a fair and unprejudiced view of life 
affords us; either of wearing us out by diſ- 
appointments and miſery, or of ruining us 
in our better hopes by the deceitful allure- 
ments of a dangerous proſperity. 

Tris reflection then, may be juſtly made 
on the removal of the Righteous: that, 
being exempt from the calamities of this 
world (a circumſtance extremely deſirable) 
and ſecured from the corruptions of it, (a 
point of the utmoſt importance) they are 

truly and happily removed from the evil to 
come. | 

3. THE laſt circumſtance attending 
the removal of the Righteous out of this 
world with reſpc& to themſelves, is — their 
being received into a ſtate of 1 and 
glory. 

AND the knowledge of this, is the gift 
/ God, through Jeſus Chrift, who ſhall change 


our. 
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| our vile body, that it may be * unto his glo- | 
rious Bod). 
| THESE were the glad tidings which were 5 
promulged by the Goſpel: tidings of joy in- 
deed; which have fixed the labours of the 
good and virtuous; which have determined 


tteir hopes, and ſet before them a prize 


worthy of their attaining ; a reward ſuitable 
to the unbounded benevolence of a gracious 
Creator and merciful Redeemer: which have 
taken away the loathſome ſting of death, 

and enabled every true ſervant of God to 
look on the king of terrors with complacen- 
cy and ſatisfaction. 


| NOTHING can give a man more folid 
| comfort, than the knowledge and certainty 
of the reward of the Righteous. For what 
are loſſes, diſappointments, diſeaſes, and 
death, to im, who can look forward to 
that bleſſed morning of the general aſſembly 
of the world! Look forward, I mean, with 
inward ſatisfaction and holy hope, upon 
that grand ſcene; which ſhall then difplay 
the beginnings of his joy and bleſſedneſs, 
| and 
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and glory; which ſhall juſtify him in the 
aſſembly of the ſaints, and conduct him to 


everlaſting happineſs and peace. : 

LET us then ſecure to ourſelves a part 
in this reward; by obſerving thoſe rules, 
which, according to reaſon and ſcripture, 
muſt provide it for us. Nothing can ſerve ſo 
well to the regulating our lives here, as the 
reflection, that our bodies ſhall be recalled 
from the ſleep of death, into motion, ſenſe, 
and life; ſhall be accountable for thoſe 
actions which, in it's former union with the 
ſoul, it has committed. 

LET us follow after holineſs, meekneſs, 
and charity. Let us preſerve in our hearts, 
a lively faith in the mercies of Chriſt: and 
ſeriouſly endeavour to live up to the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel,— by repentance, — by 
amendment, — by perſeverance. Theſe 
happy ſteps ſteadily purſued, will not fail 
to raiſe in this world, that ſolid ſatisfacti- 
on, which is to the good Chriſtian but a 

foretaſte of that happineſs, which he ſhall 
| | the ex- 
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expemence at the laſt day: when he ſhall 
be caught up in the air, to meet the Lord 
of life and glory, and fit down in the man- 
ſions of everlaſting bliſs, 
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ECCLES, v. I. 
| Keep thy fort when thou goeft mia the 
houſe of God; and be more ready to 
hear than to give the ſacrifice of 
fools: for they confider nat that _— 
do evil. 1 


PART I. 


OLOMON having in the former chap- 
ters, ſuitably to his deſign, expoſed the 
vanity and weakneſs of all worldly purſuits, 
whether they relate to a private or publick 
ſtate; enters in this, upon a freſh and 
more important ſubject of complaint. For, 
though the general error of mankind, in 


eagerly ſetting their hearts, and placing 


their affections, on this world, ſo little 
W of . furniſhed the Preacher 


K 2 | with 
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with ſufficient matter to declaim againſt 
their folly; ye! further proofs of it occur- 


red to him, when he turned his thoughts 
to the proper remedy for theſe evils, a true 


ſenſe of Religion. For that is the only 


effectual cure of the unſpeakable ills which 
this world produces, the only healing balm 


for the ſore afflictions of our mortal ſtate. 
WHEREVER therefore Religion is ne- 


glected and thrown aſide, or becomes ſo 


corrupted as to ſeduce the underſtanding 
into error, and to miſguide the will and 


affections; that which ſhould be the ſup- 
Port and comfort of men, is utterly taken 


away: a misfortune infinitely worſe than 
any affliction under the ſun: as far indeed 
exceeding it, as the concerns of another 


life are incomparably greater than thoſe of 
the preſent. The knowledge of this, join- 


ed to what he had before ſpoken of, from 
which indeed it is the proper inference, in- 
clined him, in the words of the text, to ex- 
cite men to a due obſervance of Religion, 
binding at the common abuſes. of it, and 


pre- 
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preſcribing a form of a more ſuitable pra- 
ctice. 

Keep thy foor when thou Boy znto the houſe 
= of God; and be more ready to bear than to give 
the ſacrifice of 1 for they * not that 
they do evil. | 
IN which wi the Preacher 1 
the common inadvertence of men in their 
publick addreſſes to God Almighty: ex- 
horting them to conſider the propriety of 
a decent behaviour when they approach 
their Maker, which is expreſſed by keeping 

or obſerving the feet; that is, the pulling off 
the ſhoes or ſandals; an expreſſion in thoſe 
eaſtern countries, of reverence and reſpec. 
And this particular cuſtom is, by a proper 
figure, here introduced, to comprehend 
-and ſet forth the reverence which 1s due to 
the houſe of God, the regard which men 
-ought to pay to the occaſion of their com- 
ing thither, and the neceſſity then of a 
pious diſpoſition both of body and ſoul. 


Ke 1 


For they conſider not that their ſacrifices 
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Tux latter part of the text contains an- 
other admonition no leſs uſeful: For as, in 


the firſt, Solomon preſcribes a reverential 


regard to the publick inſtituted worſhip ; 
To, in the ſecond place, he warns men not 


to place the whole of Religion-in ſuch ob. 


to neglect the publick worſhip of God, or 
to perform it in a negligent and careleſs 
manner; ſo, on the other hand, is it a 


great folly, to truſt wholly in ſuch per- Y 


formances (however regular and exact) or 


to think that in doing this they diſcharge 


all their duty. Be more ready to hear, that 


is, to obey God's precepts of juſtice and 
| goodneſs, than to give the ſacrifice of fools : 
for they confider not that they do evil. 


| THERE cannot be a greater abuſe of Re- 
ligion, or a greater affront to the majeſty 
of Heaven, than the officious zeal of wick- 
ed men to comply with the outward forms 


of Religion, and at the ſame time to live 


in neglect of the reſt of God's commands. 


and 
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-and offerings are an abomination to him, 
who requires truth and purity in the inward 
parts: and therefore, mſtead of wiping 
away their offences, by numerous and coſt- 
ly facrifices, ſuch men aggravate their guilt, 
and add to their fin. Upon which conſi- 
deration, ſays the preacher, Be more ready 
to bear, than to give the ſacrifice of fools: ap- 
ply yourſelves chiefly to the main of Reli- 
gion, to fulfil the duties of the valuable part 
of it, namely, the tribute of the heart and 
affections, the humble ſubmiſſion of the 
will to the commands of God. For this is 
a ſafer practice, and more pleaſing to God, 
than the moſt coſtly and frequent lacrifices 
of the wicked. 7 
Tux words thus explained, contain two 
certain truths. 
I. Tux neceſſity of frequenting the 

Church of God, and of a proper behaviour 
there. | 

II. AN equal neceſſity of attending to 
the an of ſuch performances; namely, 
K 4 that 
| 4 
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that of i improving ourſelves | in all Chriſtian 
- virtues. | 


OF each of theſe we - ſhall fours in 


their proper places. 


I. In diſcourſing of the firſt part I tall 


: undertake theſe two things: 


_ Firſt, To ſhew that we are under an 


obligation to frequent ws publick Worn P 
of God. 


Secondly, To conſider in what conſiſts a 


Proper and reverent behaviour there. 


1. Now it is to be remarked, that my 


diſcourſe is directed to ſuch who believe that 
.there 1s a God: and therefore I am not now 


to prove it, but, taking it for granted, am 

to ſhew that it naturally and neceſſarily fol- 

lows from it, that he is to be worſhipped. 
WHICH will appear, from the relation 


in which we ſtand to him, the perfections 


which are in him, and the influences which 


we receive from him. 


Nov if we conſider God in the relation 


; in which we ſtand to him, we conſider him 


as our Creator, and ourſelves as his crea- 
tures: 
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tures: we look on him as the Author of 
our being, and on ourſelves as immediate- 
ly the work of his hands. — 
HERE then is the firſt reaſon Gar our 
- worſhip. of him. For the bleſſing of life im- 
parted to us, demands our tribute of praiſe 
and thankſgiving. This was the reaſon St. 
Paul gave the Athenians for the worſhip of 
the true God: in him we live, and move, 
.and have our being. And this has been the 
ſenſe of the world, both before and ſince: 
all nations and ages, all ſects and religions, 
_ agreeing in this ſentiment; that if there is 
a God, it follows immediately, that he is to 
'be worſhipped. 55 | 
Bor if we conſider the „ . 
are in him, we ſtill farther ſee our obliga- 
tion to worſhip him. For, whether we con- 
ſider his infinite truth, goodneſs,” or power; 
they are all ſo many ties upon us, to adore 
that excellent Being, who is poſſeſſed of 
theſe attributes. Hereupon therefore, we 
find, in the darkeſt ages of heatheniſm, their 
variety of idolatry little more than the wor- 
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ſhip which they paid to the different per- 
fections, which they apprehended to reſide 
in the ſupreme Being. For, wherever even 
the moſt miſtaken of men conceived theſe 
perfections to ſubſiſt; there they of courſe 
acknowledged that worſhip and homage 
ought to be paid. Theſe deluded men 
therefore in their ſtate of darkneſs and ido- 
latry, will riſe up in judgment againſt the 
wicked men of theſe more enlightened 
times, who profeſſing to believe in God, 
yet live in a negle& of worſhipping him, 
and attempt even to argue in defence of 
ſuch a conduct. 

Asal: The influences which we receive | 
from God, are an unanſwerable argument 
for the worſhip of him. For, do we not 
Teceive every good thing from his gracious 
Hand? Is it not he who governs the ſeaſons, 
and by a continued miracle, produces all 
thoſe things of which we ſtand in need? 
How then can we ſtand excuſed from wor- 
ſhipping ſo gracious, ſo good a Being? by 
whoſe bounty we. are * by whoſe 

power 
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power we are protected, by whoſe preſerv- 
ing hand we are holden up ever ſince we were 


Born. Does it not naturally follow from 


the enjoyment of ſuch bleſſings, that we 


are to praiſe and honour him, that we are 
to look up to him for our aid and ſupport, 


that we are to beg of him the continuance 
of that mercy which is over all his works? 
Tus it ſeems, that the worſhip of God 
flows naturally from the relation we ſtand 
in to him, from the nature of his perfecti- 
ons and attributes, and from the influences 
which we receive from him. | 

 WaicnH laſt argument may ſtill carry us 
further: when we reflect on our own in- 
firmities, on the weak and helpleſs condi- 


tion of our nature. For we are liable to 


numberleſs accidents and misfortunes; we 
are ſet in the midſt of many dangers, and 


utterly unprovided, by any power in our- 


ſelves, to guard againſt theſe evils; and 
equally unable to procure ourſelves any 


good. Now in all theſe caſes, ſome or other | 


of which really affect all mankind, our only 


e- 
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remedy is addreſſing ourſelves to the Su- 


preme Power, for the removal of any afflic- 


tions, or the attainment of any good. So 


that the worſhip of God Almighty ſeems ne- 
ceſſarily joined to our condition; the moſt 


deſirable circumſtance in life; the neceſſary 
defence againſt, and the propereſt applica- 


tion to (otherwiſe) inſupportable calami- 


es. And therefore from God Almighty 
we receive the bleſſings of life: ſo from him 
is our ſafeguard: under the ſhadow of his 
20:ngs only can we be ſecure: in the wiſdom 
and tenderneſs of his providence only, we 


are protected from thoſe unſpeakable ills, 


which would unavoidably intail upon us 
miſerable being. 

| WHETHER we look on the fairer or les 
pleaſing ſide of life, it will appear, that we 
owe all our happineſs to God Almighty: 
and therefore, our obligation to worſhip 
him, every way n as an undeniable 


truth. 


IT bing certain then, that God 18 to be 
worſhipped; we will conſider how far the 
| ar gu- 
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argument will hold for worſhipping him i in 


| publick. | 
Now, if we reflect, that the benefits 


which God beſtows are either general, as 
they relate to collective bodies of men and 


communities; or particular, as they re- 


late to individuals; it will appear, that the 


obligation will ariſe in 0 pe to both theſe 
characters. 

Foz, as every one bal God's 
general providence or care over cities and 
ſtates; ſo muſt he allow that he is in that 

light to be worſhipped by them, as ſuch : 
which can be no otherwiſe, than in a pub- 
lick manner. As therefore every individual 
man is, as has been already proved, under 
an obligation to the worſhip of God upon 


his private account, ſo will it follow that 


kingdoms and ſtates are under an obliga- 


tion, to acknowledge their dependence up- 


on God, in their publick capacity. And 
this is the riſe of an inſtituted national Re- 
ligion: that a whole nation may, as ſuch, 
in ſome certain method, join in the wor- 

1 ; ſhip 
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ſhip of God. Accordingly, as all people 
(which has been already obſerved) acknow- 


ledge the neceſſity of worſhipping God; ſo 
did all nations inſtitute ſome form of Reli- 


gion, to be obſerved by all, as the diſtin. 
guiſhing mark, by which they might all be 
known to comply with this natural duty : 


ſo that, at length, it is become in ſome de- 


gree the teſt whether men have any Reli- 
gion or no: and their publick conformity 
or refuſal, the proof of their private ſenti- 


ments. I would not have it thought, that 


I intend, by this reaſoning, to argue thoſe 


out of all Religion who do not conform: 
but it may raiſe a queſtion, how far they 


ſhut themſelves out of the benefits of a 
publick body, by * from the na- 
tional Church. 

BuT further: If God is to be mit 
ped at all, it will follow, that we ought to 
worſhip him in publick. For, is not every 


teſtimony of our reſpe& the more ſo, the 


more publick it is? Does it not aſſert the 
honour of God more conſpicuouſly, that 
1 -— we 


SERMON VIII. 159 
we honour him in publick? Why then, if 
we honour him, ſhould we not honour him 
in the moſt publick manner we can? in that 
manner, which will more powerfully ſnew 
the ſenſe of his mercies; which will excite 
others to the worſhip of him, to the in- 
creaſe of his glory, and the honour of his 
great name? For, ſurely, we can never too 
ſenſibly teſtify our gratitude to him, or our 
dependence on him. Nay, we cannot, with- 
out fin, omit any opportunities of advanc- 
ing his glory, and of ſetting forth his 
praiſe. 

Ir appears therefore, that the obligation 
to worſhip God in publick, is of equal force 
with that of worſhipping him at all. Which 
argument, if any would evade the force of, 
pet how ſhall he get clear of another; name- 

ly, that wherever God Almighty has made 
a revelation of himſelf, there he has ex- 
preſly commanded a publick worſhip of 
him? For, among the Jeus, he required a 
tabernacle, for all the con gregation to re- 
ſort to for this purpoſe: and afterwards, 
when 


. —— 
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when the kingdom was erected, expreſſy 


| commanded a temple to be built for his 


worſhip, and obliged all the nation to come 
thather three times a year. 

_ UNDER the Chriſtian diſpenſation, as 
men enjoy many ſignal advantages above 
the Jeus, in being eaſed of the burden of 
the ceremonial obſervances; - ſo do they in 
this particular. For, though the worſhip 


of God in publick ſubſiſts under the law of 
Chriſt, yet it admits of ſuch alterations in 


the purer part of the Chriſtian world, as 
make this duty both eaſy and Reg $6 to 
them. | 
As the 3 of 5 places of 
worſhip ſet apart for this very thing, ſnews 
itſelf at one view to any conſiderate man. 
For who will not acknowledge, that, in 
point of decency, it. is a great advantage, 
to have ſuch places, wherein they may ad- 


dreſs themſelves to their Maker? Where 


neither interruptions from the world may 
break in upon their devotion, nor any com- 
merce with one e another withdraw their mind 

. from 


\ 
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from that due attention which they owe to 
the occaſion of their coming? where, in 
fine, the ſolemnity of the place, and the 
importance of the buſineſs there, contri- 
bute to inſpire into holy minds that pious 
ardour, not ſo _ acquired in their 
cloſets? _ 
AND laſtly: We have a — induce- 


ment to the due obſervance of this: name- - 


ly, that of a bleſſing expreſsly annexed to it. 
For, ſays our Lord, Whereſoever two or three 
of you are gathered together, there am I in 


the midſt of you: There will I afford you 


my gracious preſence, and grant you your 
- requeſts. A high honour conferred upon us; 
a prevailing motive with all good men to 
attend that worſhip, to which 1s promiſed 
ſo glorious a ſucceſs. 
'THUs have J ſhewn the teln the EX4 


pediency, and the advantage, of worſhip- 


ing God in publick, ſuitably to the firſt 
part of the deſign of this diſcourſe ; which 
was to ſhew the obligation we are under to 


the performance | of this duty. We will pro- 
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ceed, in the further purſuit of it, to make 
ſome reflections on what has been already 
delivered. | 
FROM what has been delivered on this 
ſubject then, we learn the great fin of ne- 
glecting to frequent the church of God. 
For by it we do, in effect, deny our ac- 
knowledgment of our dependence upon 
him; we diſown him for our Creator; and 
declare that we expect nothing from his 
hands: than which, there cannot be a 
higher affront given to the majeſty of God. 
For, by ſuch a conduct, we declare, that 
we put our truſt in ourſelves, and not in 
him: that our ſufficiency is of ourſelves, 
and not of God. For it is to be preſumed, 
that, if people believed that there was a 
God, and that they received every thing 
from him: they would addreſs themſelves to 
him, to intreat his protection, and to thank 
him for his mercies. And by parity of rea- 
ſon it may be concluded, that they who do 
not worſhip him do deny all this: ſo that, 
in effect, refuſing to worſhip him, is deny- 


+ ” © ing 
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ing his being, and running back into down- 
right atheiſm. For, what better can be 
concluded from ſuch a conduct: or what 


truſt is to be put in their words, that they 


acknowledge him, if by their works they 


deny him? To neglect therefore to worſhip | 


God, is one of the higheſt ſins that can be 


committed: inaſmuch as it tends to the 


_ worſt of crimes, the wary diſbelief of his 
being at all. | 


AND let no one _ Ns though I do 


not come to church, yet I worſhip God at 


home. For if that be ſufficient, why was 
any publick worſhip at all commanded ? 
Or if it be neceſſary for any, why not for 
you as well as for others? And how comes 
the omiſſion of that in you to be no crime» 


which to perform, is a duty incumbent on 


every body elſe? | 
No let any one ſay, I am far from di. 
believing in God, for I worſhip him in pri- 
vate. For who knows the truth of this? 
Does not ſuch a man do all that is in his 


Power, to make the world believe the con- 


„ trary? 


waa, 
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trary? God has commanded the worſhip of 
himſelf, both in publick and private. A 
man neglects the publick worſhip of him, 
and alledges in his defence, that he does 


| his duty in private: But how are the world 


to come at the knowledge of this? They 
ſee one command without ſcruple vio- 
lated. They muſt judge by appearances. 


They will therefore conclude thereupon, 


that he has as little ſcruples about the other. 
Now every good man knows, that he is to 


abſtain from all appearance of evil. He is 


carefully to avoid giving occaſion for any 
repreſentations to his diſadvantage : much 
more the leading his neighbours into un- 


charitable cenſures, built upon miſtakes. — | 


Therefore he cannot anſwer ſuch a con- 
duct: he cannot juſtify throwing a ſtum- 
bling- block in the way of others: and 


therefore, if he believes as others do, he 
ought publickly to give proof of it; and if 


he does not, he muſt charge their conclu- 
ſions upon himſelf. 


NoR 
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Non will it be ſufficient to take refuge in 
this plea: God knows my heart, and the 
truth of this, whatever the world ſay upon 
it. For will God juſtify that which is 
wrong? Will he accept diſobedience ? 
Granting that he worſhips him in private, 
what then? Has not God commanded him 
to join in the publick worſhip of him? 
And will the doing the one only, acquit 
him of the obligation to perform the other? 
It is certain, that it will not: that, accord- 
ing to the Chriſtian pattern of obedience, 
it cannot. And therefore, all ſuch appeals 
to God Almighty are vain in themſelves, 
and dangerous in their conſequences: vain 

in themſelves, becauſe, at the inſtant, they 
| who make them muſt know that they can- 
not juſtify their conduct, and dangerous in 
their conſequences, becauſe they call upon 
God Almighty, to be a witneſs of their re- 
fuſal to comply with what he has com- 
manded. N 7 
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SERMON IX. 


On BROTHERLY LOVE. 


— 2 —_ 


8s. JOHN xiii. 34. 
4 new commandment give 4 unto you, 
that ye love one another, 


HE Apoſtle in this, and the ſuc- 
ceeding chapters, relates the actions 
| and diſcourſes of our Saviour, immediately 
preceding his paſſion. Among which none 

ſurely deſerve greater attention, than thoſe 

pathetical injunctions of his concerning 
Chriſtian charity. The time in which he 
delivered them, being now before the feaſt of 
the paſſover ;— the manner with which the 
Apoſtle introduces them ; having loved his 
own which were in the world, he loved them 
unto the end ;—and above all, the ſignificant 
example he was going to give them of 
Chriſtian humility, and charity to the ſouls 
L 4: and 
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and bodies of Men; — impreſs altogether a 
ſtrong and forcible image upon the minds 
of all his followers, of the neceſſity, the ex- 

cellency, and mighty importance of this duty. 
For being juſt departing out of this world, 
he leaves this duty as the diſtinguiſhing 
mark of his diſciples: by thts ſhall all men 
know that ye are my diſciples, if ye love one 
another. Being to deliver to us his precept 
of love, the Apoſtle introduces it with a re- 
mark, that he loved us unto the end. Be- 
ing juſt ready to give the greateſt inſtance 
of love that could poſſibly be given ; he 
| reaſons with his diſciples about the nature 
and neceſſity of their practiſing it likewiſe. 
In diſcourſing therefore upon theſe words, I 
ſhall enquire, 


I. UpoN what accounts our Saviour 
might call the Commandment of loving one 
another, a new commandment. | 


II. SHEwW ſome inſtances in which the 
practice of Chriſtian charity peculiarly con- 
ſiſts ; implyed in the pr of . one 
another. 


K 1. THE 


8 


nn oy 


- 
* 
. 
f 
1 
4 


e UE Ruled: by 9 o en Mole FA 4 es * 
7 ⁰ TVT GR a Et aa ins Me. 
5 2 3 r TTT EL, 
. JJEECꝙ5o rott rt Tre DOCS. . 

* 1 Nen E | 2 4 1 


9 n 
N 
8 e n 
7 
)) 
FFF 


/// ĩðV N 
3 2 EY Wy 8 3 7 
Rn NW EE SEAT Ns OT ITS. 


3 
r 


F 8 9 1 
N 8 F 5 7 * 
8 FO — 3 

2 A, 3 ohh Day 


CTF 2 N app ri iu oboe ene 27 ON SEE 
Wy VN Ao WEIL 8 52 8 „ 2 bs Benn LD ate 3 
5 


SERMON IX. 169 
I. 1. ThE commandment of loving one 
another was a new Commandment with re- 


ſpect to the object and extent of it. N 
THE Jeus certainly underſtood. the pre- 


HE 


cept of charity, as delivered in their law, to 


extend no farther than to thoſe of their- 


own religion and nation. For, as all rela- 


tions and alliances with the neighbouring 
Gentiles were ſtrictly forbidden, and ſo all 
manner of intercourſe and correſpondence 
entirely cut off between them; they by de- 
grees, from not converſing with them, grew 
to hate and abhor them; and indeed, ab- 
ſtained from ſhewing them the common 
offices of humanity. To obviate which un- 
reaſonable proceeding, we find our Saviour 
in St. Luke, anſwering the queſtion, who 7s 
my neighbour ? by the parable of the man 
who fell among thieves. ' And at the con- 


cluſion, bids the lawyer go and do likewiſe, 
As if he had ſaid, © do thou learn from this, 
© that any man in diſtreſs, though he be to 


e theeasa Jew to a Samaritan, upon terms 

te of open and avowed enmity, yet is he, 

= and ought to be, looked upon by thee as 
15 

a 
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e a proper object of thy compaſſion and 


% mercy.” From which paſſage, compared 
with the text, I underſtand, that the pre- 
_ cept of loving one another, is not confined 


to the body of Chriſtians, but extends to 


the whole race of mankind. And to this 
ſenſe was our Saviour's practice conform- 
able; whom, this Apoſtle in the fourth 
chapter introduces, converſin 8 freely with 
a Samaritan woman. 


AND ſuitable to this is the Apoſtle St. 
Paul's exhortation ; Brethren, let us do good 
unto all men, but eſpecially unto thoſe who are 
of the houſehold of Faith. Where, as the 
houſehold of Faith is ſet to expreſs the 


whole body of Chriſtians, to whom prima- 
rily we are to exerciſe our love and charity; 
the other part of the exhortation, either 


ſignifies thoſe who are not Chriſtians, or 


elſe it ſignifies nothing more than what the 
Apoſtle had already faid. 


OUR Saviour might therefore, upon this 


account, properly ſtyle it a new command- 


ment, conſidering, that in regard to the la- 


titude 


— 
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titude of it, it's general and univerſal influ- 
| ence, it was no longer that old command- 


ment under the law. For, being diveſted 


of thoſe national and perſonal reſtrictions, 
the practice of it was no longer to be con- 


fined to the narrow bounds of the land of 


Fudah, nor circumſcribed within the ſmall 
extent of it's religion and government. 

2. As in the object and extent of it, the 
commandment of loving one another, was 
properly ſtyled a new commandment ; ſo like- 
wiſe the nature of it, and of the duties 
comprehended under it, may juſtly entitle 
it to that diſtinction. For, as all moral 
duties in general were greatly advanced in 
their excellency, by the addition made to 
them in the Goſpel ; ſo this of love in par- 


ticular received a very eminent alteration. 


For neither the beſt of the Gentiles, who 
had a great inſight into the law of nature 


or reaſon, nor the Jews, upon the moſt 


ſcrupulous and nice enquiry into their law 
in this reſpe&, underſtood the precept of 


loving one another 1 in that exalted pitch, to 


which 


Alen 
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which our Saviour has raiſed it. To in- 
ſtance in but one branch of it, the forgiving 
of injuries and loving our enemies. The 


 FJewiſhinſtitution was very exact and rigor- 
ous in the puniſhment of injuries and vi- 


olence, by requiring the ſame to be inflict- 


ed upon the offender, in which he had of- 


fended. ? Thus, an eye for an eye, a tooth for 
a tooth, was the retaliation appointed by the 
law. And again, whereas the duty of lov- 


ing one another was reſtrained ; it hath been 
faid, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy : Chriſt's injunction is, Love 
your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good 
to them that deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute 
you. As this was not included in their pre- 


cept of love, and conſequently, a virtue en- 


tirely new to them, it might properly, on 


this account, be ſtyled a new commandment. 
3. THE circumſtance, on which is found- 


ed our obligation to this duty, as enjoined 


by Cbriſt, was intirely new, and different 


from that motive upon which the Fewiſh 
and Gentile world practiſed it. 
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S ERM ON IX. 173 
THE motive by which the Gentiles were 


influenced to the performance of it, was the 
obligation they apprehended themſelves un- 


der thereto, founded either on the natural 


relation between man and man, or on the 
fitneſs and expediency of the duty itſelf to- 


wards promoting the good of ſociety. And 
the generality being (no doubt) more in- 


fluenced by intereſt, than the reaſonable- 


neſs and juſtice of acting ſo; it was hardly | 


practiſed by any but thoſe who were actu- 


ated by a principle of intereſt; and by them 


no further than was neceſlary to anſwer the 


end they propoſed-by it. To this circum- 


ſtance there was ſuperadded to the Jews 


another, the poſitive command of God ; 
which, by virtue of his legiſlative authority, 
he laid on them; and affixed puniſhments 
to the breach of it, to be inflicted in the 


ſame manner on the offender, in which he 


had offended. 


BUT we have another motive to the love 


of our neighbour, beſides all theſe, drawn 
from a circumſtance entirely zew ; namely, 


the 
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174 SERMON IX. 
the love of Chriſt : who came into the world 


to fave us, who laid down his life for us. 
And, that this is urged as the motive by 


our Saviour himſelf, appears. by his own 


words ſet down by St. John; This is my 


commandment, that ye love one another, as 1 
have loved you. And in the following part 
of the ſamediſcourſe, in laying before them 
the great value they ought to ſet upon his 


love; Je have not choſen me, but I have choſen 


you, and ordained that ye ſhould go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit ſhould remain, 
and that whatſoever ye aſk of the Father in my 
name he ſhall give it you. He cloſes it with 
theſe words: Theſe things I command you, that 
ye love one another. As if he had ſaid, All 
** this concerning my love, I inculcate upon 


_ * you, that ye hkewiſe may abound in the 


* practice of charity toward your brethren.” 
Wulck method of preſſing our obedi- 
ence to this precept, St. ohn himſelf pur- 


ſues in his firſt epiſtle. In this was manifeſt- 
ed the love of God towards os, becauſe that God 


Jent his only begatten Son into the world, that we 
might 
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might live through him. Herein is love; not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins, 
He then pathetically exhorts us to the prac- 
tice of love and charity, from that great and 
ſtupendous example; Brethren, if God ſo 
oed us, — e ought alſo to love one another. 
This motive therefore to the practice of 
love, drawn from the conſideration of the 
love of God and Chriſt our Saviour, might 
properly, upon this account, ſtyle it a new 
commandment. _ 

„ proceed now to ſhew * inſtances, 
in which the practice of Chriſtian charity 
conſiſts. Which before I do, I ſhall pre- 
miſe in general, that in order to a full per- 
formance of this duty, we muſt lay aſide all 
occaſional differences and diſtinctions, and 
bear an univerſal good-will to all mankind. 
Our Saviour, in dying for all the world, has 
_ thrown down the partition-wall between 
Jew and Gentile : and has thereby ſhewn 
us, that it is not difference in country or 
religion, that can exempt us from exerciſing 
our 
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1756 SERMONIX. 
our charity to all men; —that, however we 
may be determined to particular friendſhips 
and affections, there are yet ſome circum- 
ſtances, wherein no diſtinction | is to be 


made between man and man. Such are, 


a readineſs to perform the common offices 
of humanity, even to the enemies of Chriſ- 
tianity: that, by compaſſionating their er- 


rors, inſtead of inveighing againſt their ob- 


ſtinacy, and behaving to them with cand- 


our and mildneſs, we may prove ourſelves 


true diſciples of Chriſt. And we muſt ever 
be careful, to temper our zeal for God's 


glory with a moderation, which may ſhew 


that we are concerned only for his honour, 
and the welfare of our fellow- creatures. 
_ HavinG juſt premiſed this general pre- 
caution, I proceed more particularly to ob- 


ſerve, that with reſpect to the ſpiritual wel- 


fare of our neighbour, we may exert our 
Chriſtian charity, | 
I. By eſteeming and publickly ER 
ing the good and virtuous. For hereby we 
eſpouſe the cauſe of godlineſs ; we ſupport 
| me 


the decaying intereſt of religion, and make 
a worthy profeſſion of the firmneſs of our 
faith, and the regard we pay to the com- 
mands of God. Hereby we ſtrengthen the 
reſolutions of our weak neighbour; and by 


appearing advocates for religion, confirm 


him in thoſe reſolutions, which might other- 


wiſe be ſhaken by the prevailing example, 
the artful allurements, the terrifying power 


and number, of the wicked. We counte- 


nance him in the performance of religious 


duties; we maintain him in the practice of 
what is juſt and right; and by our aſſiſtance 


he proceeds boldly, nor is afraid to en- 


counter the malice, wit, and ridicule, 


which a great part of mankind exerciſe on 
perſons of a virtuous and religious diſpo- 
_- Afton”: .- | 


AND what greater charity can there be 


ſhewn to our neighbour, than by thus en- 
abling him to walk ſtedfaſtly, to contribute 


to the keeping him within . the bounds of 


his duty; and ſo to d. pus feet into the 
_ way of peace? 


II. AN- 


M 
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II. ANOTHER inftance of our Chriſtian | 
charity is, the admoniſhing the wicked to a 
better courſe of life. It muſt be owned, 
that this is a nice point, and a difficult 
duty to be rightly diſcharged. But never- 
theleſs, we are to uſe our endeavours ; and 
the more difficult the undertaking, ſo much 
the greater pains ought we to take about it. 
If we ſaw a friend in danger or diſtreſs, 
would we refuſe to help him, becauſe we 
apprehended i it difficult to ſave him? Would 
we not rather put out greater ſtrength, and 
uſe more forcible means to affiſt him: 
How much more then, when his eternal 
Inheritance, and everlaſting peace are at 
ſtake! The difficulty of ſucceeding there- 
fore, ſhould never deter us from the per- 
formance of this truly Chriſtian office ; but 
rather ſhould make us more careful in the 
diſcharge of it. We ſhould ſtudy the tem- 
per, conſider the circumſtances, regard the 
weakneſs of the perſons we admoniſh ; and 
take care to touch upon his failings with 
tenderneſs, to reprove his faults with mild- 
4 ny nels 
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SERMON IX. 179 
neſs and ſweetneſs, and to treat affectionate- 
ly his perſon while we blame his follies. 


If he returns our admonitions with anger 


and reſentment, never to fly into paſſion, 
nor tax his vices ſeverely, nor threaten 
puniſhment imperiouſly, but with temper 
ſet before him the ſtate of his ſoul, and the 


_ unavoidable certainty of his eternal ruin, 


if he continues in his evil courſe. To theſe 
prudent endeavours ſhould be added a readi- 
neſs to do him kind offices; and who knows 


but we may touch his heart, and thereby 
reap the preſent ſatisfaction, and one day 


the reward, of having ſaved a ſoul from death? 
III. TRE duty of Chriſtian charity obliges 
us likewiſe to correct the errors, and inform 
the underſtanding, of our ignorant or miſ- 
taken neighbour. For, as the conduct of 
our lives depends greatly upon the forming 
true and juſt notions of the Deity, and the 
nature and obligation of his commands ; ſo 
is it a great inſtance of our love to our neigh- 
bour, to endeavourto rectify his miſtakes, and 


reform his religious principles, by fixinghim 
M 2 in 
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in the firm belief of thoſe doctrines, and 
thoſe only, which are plainly revealed in 
Scripture, and have a real foundation in 
God's poſitive command. Herein have we 
the example of our bleſſed Saviour to lead 
us, to direct us in the performance, and to 
encourage us to the diligent execution of 
it. To lead us,—in that he, the Captain of 
our Salvation, hath ſhewn us the way, in 
coming a light into the world, that whoſoever 
believeth on him ſhould not abide in darkneſs ; 
that is, that he might deliver us from a 
ſtate of ignorance, and inſtruct us in that 
wiſdom which is unto ſalvation. To direct 
us, — in that he hath pointed out to us the 
methods of proceeding. To encourage us,— 
in that he has aſcertained a glorious and 
ample recompence to our ſincere endeav- 
ours: according to that of the Apoſtle St. 
James; Brethren, if any of you err from the 
truth, and one convert him, let him know that 
he which converteth a finner from the error of 
bis ways ſhall fave a ſoul from death, and ſhall 
hide a e of ins. ; 
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THESE are the inſtances in which the 
practice of Chriſtian charity conſiſts, with 
reſpect to the ſpiritual welfare of our neigh- 
bour. And to the practice of it, as it is 
thus ſet down, we are obliged by the com- 
mand laid upon us by the Apoſtle, 70 love 
one another, even as Chrift loved us. Now . 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners. 
The end and deſign of the goſpel-diſpenſa- 
tion was, to deliver mankind from the 

| ſlavery of fin, and the puniſhment conſe- 
quent thereupon ; to diſpel thoſe clouds 
of ignorance, which hung over us and ob- 
ſcured our underſtandings ; to give us a 
clearer and more perfect knowledge of God, 
and of the methods whereby we may find 
grace in his fight. To this great inſtance 
of affection, the leaſt return we can make 
is, to have a compaſſionate love of ſouls, 
and to take all occaſions, and ſnatch all 

opportunities of promoting the ſpiritual 
welfare of our neighbour. 
I inſtances likewiſe, in which we may 
and ought to further his temporal good, I 
proceed to in the next place, A | 
M 3 . 
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182 S ERM ON IX. 
CnxlsrTIAN Charity obliges us to pro- 
mote the temporal good of our neighbour; 

1}. By defending and vindicating his re- 


putation. 


Tu loſs of reputation, may be juſtly 


eſteemed the greateſt evil which can befal a 
man: ſince by it his credit in buſineſs, and 


his ſucceſs in the world, is intirely ſupport- 
ed. The precept therefore of loving one 


another, obliges us to maintain his charac- 


ter when attacked: it being doubtleſs a 


proper expreſſion of our love towards him. 
In regard to ourſelves,— we ſhould be flow 


in believing malicious reports to his diſad- 
vantage, and dull in underſtanding the 


mean inſinuations of thoſe who are ready 

to malign him. We ſhould weigh well the 
character of him who is doing this ill office, 
and be very well aſſured, that neither ill- 


nature, intereſt, or malice, have any ſhare 
in the accuſation. Light ſuſpicions can ne- 
ver juſtify our reſigning. the opinion we 
had of his integrity ; nor plain information, 
without poſitive proof, acquit us of the 
guilt of doing him an injury. 


BUT 
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BUT farther: This precept of love ob- 
liges us to remove the ill impreſſions other 
perſons may have received, and to endeay- | 
our the reſtoring him to their good opini- 
on, by oppoſing the ſlander which looſe and 
intemperate tongues may have uttered a- 
gainſt him, by producing all the proofs of 
his innocence, which we know may be ſer- 
viceable to his cauſe, and by takin g care at 
leaſt, that he ſhall not be ſuſpected without 
reaſon, nor condemned without conviction. 
2dly. ANOTHER proper expreſſion of our 
obedience to the precept of loving one an- 
other is, — the pitying and relieving. the 
afflicted ſtate of our neighbour : by giving 
our advice, by employing our intereſt, and 
by free contributions. It is certainly no 
inconſiderable part of Chriſtian charity, to 
comfort our afflicted neighbour, by ſetting 
before him the goodneſs of God ; by ex- 
| horting him to apply by prayer for a happy 
iſſue out of all his troubles, or patience to 


= undergo his ſufferings; by adviſing him 


to ſuch. merh as are moſt likely to ex- 
M 4 tiene 
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tricate him out of his difficulties; by warn- 


ing him, above all things, of the danger 
and folly of giving into any ſinful compli- 


ances, or of going about any wicked ſcheme 


to mend his condition; by perſuading him 
that afflictions are ſometimes mercies, and 
to be looked upon as the tender corrections 
of a Father, not the vengeance of an in- 
cenſed God: that therefore they ſhould ſerve 
to raiſe his ſpirits, to enliven his hopes, and 


to ſtrengthen his faith, as being arguments 


of God's great affection and regard for him; 
ſince whom the Lord loveth he chaſtneth, 
and ſcourgeth every fon whom he recerveth. 

— HaviNG thus endeavoured to compoſe 
their minds, we ſhould further proceed to 
uſe our intereſt with thoſe, in whoſe power 


it is to mitigate the rigour of their fortune. 


But neither is this all we are bound to per- 
form. If our circumſtances will afford it, we 
muſt crown theſe good beginnings with free 
contributions out of thoſe things which God 
has given us. For, ſaith St. James, If a brother 
or afifter be naked and deſtitute of daily food, and 
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ye oy unto them, be ye warmed and filled, not- 
withſtanding ye give them not thoſe things 


which are needſul for the body, what doth it 


profit? Therefore, though we give our ad- 
vice, though we employ our intereſt ; yet 
muſt our hand, as well as our heart, be 
open to relieve their wants. And this in- 
ducement have we to it, this inexpreſſible 


ſatisfaction ſhall we receive from it, that God 
will place it to his account, and receive it 
as done to himſelf. 
3dly. TH Is precept of loving one another 


obliges us to rejoice at the ann of our 
neighbour. 


To envy and repine at the coals of 
our fellow-creatures, as it is an inſolent be- 


haviour towards the Diſpoſer of all things, 


ſo is it void of that benevolence which na- 


ture enjoins, and directly contrary to the 8 | 


ſpirit of love inſiſted on in theGoſpel. Pride 


and ſelf-love, are the foundation of this 
breach of Chriſtian charity. The ready way 
therefore to avoid the guilt of it is, upon 
all occaſions to root out theſe dangerous 


principles 


ö 
= 
l 
: 
] 
3 


186 SERMON IX. 


principles from our hearts, by . g not 
to think more highly of ourſelves than we 
ought to think, and by endeavouring that 
the loveof ourſelves ſhall never exclude the 
love of our neighbour. The example of 
God himſelf has laid on us an indiſpenſible 
obligation, to rejoice with them that rejoice : 
who created us out of nothing, that he 
might communicate to us his happineſs ; 
who, when we had forfeited all title to his 
favour, by a ſtupendous act of mercy rein- 
tated us in his grace, and by his overruling 
providence daily promotes our welfare. He 
expects therefore ſurely, that we, who are 
partakers of the benefits which he beſtows 
upon his creatures, ſhould not repine, but 
rather rejoice, that others likewiſe feel the 
benign influence of that mercy which is 
| over all his works. The contrary ſpirit, is 
1 the ſpirit of the Devil: who, repining at 
the greatneſs of the Almighty, and preſum- 
ing to oppoſe his power, became himſelf an 
eternal object of his diſpleaſure; and is 
| full . and contriving the ruin of 


mankind x 
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SERMON IK 187 
mankind; and by his inſinuations, devices, 
and attempts, daily endeavours to render 
ineffectual the gracious meaſures, which 
God has taken to ſecure our happineſs; as 
the Apoſtle teſtifies of ham, Tour adverſary 
the Devil goeth about ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour. This ſpirit then, ſo contrary to that 
of the Goſpel, we muſt reſiſt ; it neceſſarily 
implying in us a defect at leaſt of Chriſtian 
charity, whoſe property it is, that it envieth 
4thly. ANOTHER branch of the precept 
of love is, the forgiving of injuries : a part 
indeed of the duty of a Chriſtian, but ſo eſ- 
ſential to the right diſcharge of it, that 


without this, all the reſt 1s but an 1mper- 


fect and unprofitable ſervice; a ſervice that 


_ merits no regard, and will be entitled to no 


reward from God. Nay, ſo far from it, 
that the want of this ſhall utterly debar us 
from any favour, and be an invincible ob- 
ſtacle to our hopes of happineſs. This has 


our Saviour fully and expreſſly declared to 


us in the Goſpel, and the nature of the 
Chriſtian | 
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Chriſtian inſtitution ſhewn, to be ours a rea- 
ſonable injunction. 
IN the excellent form of ee our. 


ſelves to God, drawn up by our Saviour, 


ar: theſe words, and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors : whereby we beſeech 
God to deal with us even as we deal with 
others, not expecting forgiveneſs ourſelves, 
unleſs we freely extend it to our neighbour, 
Suitably to that part of his diſcourſe where- 
in he affirms, b/z fed are the merciful, for they 
ſhall obtain mercy. And, leſt any one ſhould 
preſume to circumſcribe or ſet bounds to 
this duty, he informs us upon the queſtion 
put to him by St. Peter, that there are no 
limits to be ſet to the performance of it, but 


that our forgiveneſs muſt be extended to 


the moſt frequent relapſes, and that we 
muſt ſtill pardon offences though commit- 


ted without number. Upon which occa- 
ſion, and further to ſhew the reaſonable- 
neſs of this injunction, he introduces the 
parable of the king taking account of 
his ſervants, as a proper reſemblance of 


God's 
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God's dealing with man under the Goſpel. | 
The vaſt diſproportion between the ſums 
of ten thouſand talents, and an hundred 


pence, being there ſet down, to mark the 
injuries we receive, and are required to for- 


give, and thoſe great and enormous offences, 


which, in contempt of his laws, and in de- 
fiance of his threatnings, we daily and hourly 
commit againſt God, and for which we ob- 
tain pardon upon our ſorrow and ſubmiſ 
ſion. But the load of this intolerable bur- 
den ſhall yet be laid upon our ſhoulders, 


if we forgive not our brother his treſpaſſes. 


AND, what are the provocations which 


ve receive from our brethren, that we ſhould 


not forgive them ? Surely they are but tri- 


fles; the loſs of part of our inheritance, an 


encroachment upon our liberties, a con- 
tempt of our perſon and parts. How much 
greater is God than' we are? And yet we, 
who ſo impatiently bear with ſuch i injuries, 
nay, ſnatch every opportunity of retaliating 
them, dare, notwithſtanding, put greater af- 
fronts hs gar God. Do we not contemp- 
tuouſly 
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190 SERMON IX. 
tuouſly break his commands, and there- 


by violate his authority ? Do we not 
deſpiſe his threatnings, and thereby ſet at 


nought his power? Do we not, by diſre- 
garding his gracious promiſes, undervalue 


his goodneſs; by repining at his diſpenſa- 
tions arraign his providence ; and by mur- 


muring at his afflicting us, tax his wiſdom 


and juſtice ? 

SHALL we, who do theſe ings, expect 
forgiveneſs, and yet remain inexorable to 
thoſe who offend us? Fond and unreaſon- 


able men! Well may God expoſtulate with 


us, ſaying, Are not my ways equal, are not your 
ways unequal ? For ſurely, a hard and un- 
forgiving temper in a Chriſtian is, in re- 
gard to his profeſſion, the greateſt contra- 
diction; and, in reſpect of his future ex- 
pectations, the greateſt abſurdity. 
THE duty of forgiveneſs then appears to 

be abſolutely neceſſary, were it only upon 


this conſideration, that unleſs we forgive, 
we ourſelves certainly ſhall not be forgiven. 


And herein I have purpoſely omitted other 
| | argu- 
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arguments, which might be uſed to per- 


ſuade us to the practice of it, drawn from 


the advantage which it muſt bring to ſo- 


ciety, and the long deſtructive train of miſ- 
chiefs, which the retaliating of injuries muſt 
bring upon communities: it being evident, 
that peace and quietneſs, eaſe, and ſecurity, 
cannot be preſerved among men who in- 
dulge themſelves in the paſſion of revenge, 
and are daily ſacrificing to their reſent- 
ments. = | 

As to the farther extent and particulars 
of this branch of the Chriſtian precept of 
love, I ſhall not now enlarge upon it, only 
leaving you this remark, that our terms of 
forgiveneſs with God are conditional ; and 


that if we fail in any point of this duty, 


we are not to expect from God forgiveneſs 
for the hke offence ; for we pray for for- 
giveneſs even ſo as (and no otherwiſe than) 
we forgive others. For with the ſame meaſure 
wherewith ye meet, it ſhall be meaſured to you 
again, in the great and terrible day of the 
Lord. | 


LASTLY: 
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LASTLVY: There are ſome particulars 
contained in this evangelical precept of 
loving one another, which, as they may be 
reduced to ſome one or other of theſe al- 
ready mentioned, I ſhall paſs by, or but 
Lightly touch upon; — Such are, a reverent 
and proper behaviour to our ſuperiors, a 
"5 patient ſubmiſſion to pains and penalties in- 
flicted on us by lawful authorities, an open 
undeſigning method in buſineſs, a gener- 
ous and affable deportment to inferiors, a 
kind and affectionate treatment of our 
neighbours infirmities, a favourable and 
candid conſtruction of the words and ac- 
tions of others: which are all branches of 
that Chriſtian virtue, which, — is kind, vaunt- 
erb not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave 
itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily 
provoked, thinketh no evil ;—beareth all things, 
Believeth all things, hopeth all thi ngs, endureth 
all things ; rejoiceth not in ini guy, but re- 
a ceth in the IDs 
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On EDUCATION. 


PRO V. xxii. 6. 
Train up a child in the way he ſhould _ 


go; and when he is old, he will not 
"_ from it. 


HE leaſt obſervation of the world 

will prove, that it is in general very 
much corrupted ; that much the greater 
part of mankind pay but little regard to- 
their religious obligations, and follow with 
much more application the gratifying their 
paſſions than the performance of their 
duty. It 1s acknowledged, that this wrong 


| byas ariſes primarily from the original cor- 


ruption of our nature, derived from the 
offence of our firſt parents. Nevertheleſs, 


it is owing likewiſe to many other cauſes; 


* | and 
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and to none more than the want and n ne- 
glect of timely inſtruction, to the little care 


which people take to direct young perſons 


to a right and proper way, both of uin 
and acting. 
. - AND yet, when we ſee perſons raiſing a a 
| building and providing that it ſhall riſe to 
the ſight with a pleaſing and advantageous 
proportion; is it not to be lamented, that 
leſs diligence is uſed to build up a young 
mind to the practice of goodneſs? that ſo 
much leſs careſhould be beſtowed on a ſtruc- 
ture ſo infinitely more valuable, even the 
immortal foul of a rational being ? that 
thoſe who are painfully affected with an 
irregularity in the material world, ſhould 


not have at leaſt as ſtudious an averſion to 


the deformity, which vice occaſions in the 
rational? Whereas if men would conſider, 

there is no appearance ſo comely as a mind 
inured to goodneſs; nor any proſpect ſo 
truly beautiful, as that of a young perſon 
daily advancing 1 in the * of virtue and 
1 05 | 


Ac- 
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ACCORDINGLY, all people of reflection 
have judged the education of young per- 
ſons to be a matter of principal concern; 
and juſtly made their future expectations 
depend on the due execution of this charge. 
The Wiſe-man, who compoſed the book of 
Proverbs, ſeems to aim chiefly at the in- 
ſtruction of young people. He calls upon 
them, eſpecially to hearken to wiſdom in 
their tender years; and directs them to the 
early practice of religion, as the ſureſt pe- 
riod to imbibe and preſerve a laſting ſenſe 
of it. He recommends the care of inſtilling 
it, upon the probability there is then of 
that care being anſwered with a ſuitable 
| ſucceſs. Train up, &c. 

WIH words I look upon, as directed 


to parents; and not to them only, but to 


all likewiſe who have young perſons under 
their government and care. In ons 
upon them, I ſhall, op 
I. Ins1sT upon the duty of parents in 

this point. | 


m2 öͤ;Qĩ 
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II. Iſhall enlarge upon the propriety of 
the time aſſigned for doing it. 

III. I ſhall conclude with ſome practical 
methods for the better ſucceſs of it. 

I. 1. IT might be eaſily imagined, that 
natural affection would ſuggeſt this as a 
duty. For it is confeſſed, that parents are 
bound to provide in the beſt manner for 
their children's welfare: in which, proper 
inſtruction is undoubtedly comprized. For, 


| thoſe who confine this obligation to that 


| proviſion only, which immediately affects 
their ſubſiſtence, have very contracted no- 


tions of life, and ſeem little to be acquaint- 


ed with it. Becauſe, even admitting their 
narrow meaſure of a parent's duty, that 
ſhould extend it to the care of providing 
them with ſome prudence and diſcretion : 
without which, there will be very little en- 
joyment, or ſecurity, or continuance of 
what they poſſeſs. That affection there- 
fore, which binds parents to make theſe 
proviſions, binds them equally to furniſh 
them with ability and capacity to preſerve 

: or 
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or improve them. This care muſt compre- 
hend ſeveral articles; which, though they 
ſeem not immediately to relate to it, yet are 
certainly neceſſary to be known and prac- 
tiſed: ſuch are thoſe common rules of action, 
without obſerving of which, no man can go 
through the world with credit or with com- 
fort. So that, were we to go no further than 
what bears a reference even to this worldly 
policy; it is evident, that the tie which ob- 
liges parents to provide for their children, ob- 
liges them to furniſh them with inſtruction. | 

2. But, as a very ſmall part of a 
child s happineſs is comprehended in the 
article now mentioned, ſo that ſhould be 
the leaſt concern of an affectionate pa- 
rent. Providence, in a great meaſure, ex- 
ecutes this part for them; or at leaſt aſſiſts 
them ſo far as greatly to leſſen the difficul- 
ties. And a miſcarriage in this can but 
affect a tranſitory and ſhort condition. A 
parent's affection is undoubtedly moſt pro- 
perly placed, where there is the chiefeſt 


concern; where their greateſt and moſt ma- 
N3 - ml 


198 SERMON X. 
terial intereſt is at ſtake; and that muſt 
prompt them, at leaſt their affection ſhould 
be expreſſed, by infuſing into them a know- 
ledge of religion. For, without that, the 
beſt proviſion is a poor one, and the largeſt 
inheritance, but diſtreſs and beggary. 
THE conſequences of a negle& here 
are ſo much more important, that a ne- 
glect is utterly irreconcileable with the pre- 
tence of love. Shall a man value himſelf, 
that he has provided his children with 
| money, when, at the ſame time, he has 
left them unacquainted with goodneſs ? or, 
that he has ſecured them from poverty, 
when he has guarded them neither from the 
danger of fin, nor from inevitable deſtruc- 
tion in conſequence of it? How can ſucha 
man think that he has diſcharged his duty, 
or that he can claim the title of a good pa- 
rent; ſince he has bent his thoughts to 
that which is leaſt material, and wholly 
neglected that which is moſt important? 
That affection, which is ſo earneſtly em- 
ployed one way, ſhould conſiſtently with 
| | right 
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richt reaſon be mueh more affi iduouſly be- 
ſtowed in another. 
Axt to this, parents are not only wes 
by affection, but by their obligation to 
God the common Father of all men : to 
whom they undoubtedly owe reverence and 
obedience ; and conſequently, ought to in- 
ſtil it into their children. For all men are, 


or ought to be, his ſervants; and thoſe who 


are incapable of knowing their duty them- 
ſelves, are to receive it from thoſe to whoſe 
hands they are intruſted. Parents are to 
their children in God's ſtead: for the in- 
creaſe of whoſe glory, they are bound to 
inſtru& them in the duties of religion. 
For, as it is our duty to ſerve God ourſelves, 
fo undoubtedly is it, to take care that his 
glory ſhall be increaſed by the wn of 
thoſe who ſpring from us. 
| IN thoſe caſes wherein we may promote 
his honour, it would be a fin in us to ne- 
glect it. There is none fo obvious, or ſo 
entirely in our power, as the training up 
our children in religious principles ; and 

* 4 there- 
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therefore, this muſt be a caſe, in which a 
neglect is highly and inexcuſably blameable. 
What pretenſions indeed, can a man make 
to a regard for religion himſelf, who for- 
bears to inculcate the obſervance of it on 
his child? It is certain, that he cannot be 
cordially affected with it, or not ſenſible as 
he ſhould be of his obligations > a father. 
So that he muſt either be acknowledged to 
be void of goodneſs himſelf, or quit his 
claim to the title of a good parent. 


THE knowledge of ſcripture acquaints 


us, that this religious care of children has 
been eminently rewarded. Of which Abra- 
Ham was a pregnant inſtance ; his piety in 

this being particularly diſtinguiſhed with 
marks of favour, upon this peculiar cha- 
- rater given him; — for I know him that be 
fhall command his children, and his houſehold 
after bim; and they ſhall keep the way of the 

Lord, to db judgement and juſtice. The Jews 
were expreſly commanded to tranſmit the 
deliverances of their fathers to their chil- 
Sen. 70 . the honour of the Lord, and his 


mighty 


_ SERMON: X=z at 
mighty and wonderful works which he had done. 
Inſomuch that there were memorials pre- 
ſcribed of many remarkable bleſſings, which 


were to be communicated to their children 


for the ſame purpoſe ; to imprint upon 


them a ſenſe of their religious obligations, 
that they might inviolably preſerve them 


ſelves from idolatry. Inſtructing therefore 


their children in religion, was, among the 


Jews, in conſequence of an expreſs com- 
mand, Thou ſhalt teach them diligently to thy 
children. I would obſerve likewiſe, that it 


was extended to their houſehold, and there- 


fore comprehended maſters as well as pa- 
rents ; as is evident by the words recited 
of Abraham, and by the command relating 
to circumciſion, which extended to their 
ſervants bought with money. | 
To this may be ſubjoined, that an open 
neglect of this has met with as ſignal a 
puniſhment ; the ſuffering or permitting 


children to proceed in diſſolute courſes, be- 


ing reproved as an affront to God Almighty; 
by which he was actually induced to deprive 
1 
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a family of the honour of the prieſthood, 
puniſhing, in his poſterity, the criminal indul- 
gence of a father. For I have told Eli, that 
T will judge his houſe for ever, for the iniquity 
which he knoweth; becauſe his ſons made them- 
ſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not. 
HAviNG thus far inſiſted on the duty 
of parents in this point, I proceed, 
II. To enlarge on the propriety of the 
time aſſigned for doing it. Train up @ 
chill, Sc. N 
Tx propriety of which term appears, 
1/7. BECAUSE, at the age when they are 
firſt capable of receiving inſtruction, they 
are tender and pliable; eaſily induced to 
imbibe what is inculcated, and without dif- 


ficulty inclined which way you pleaſe. 


Which ſingle confideration removes a great 
many difficulties that muſt occur in a 
maturer growth, by habits already acquired, 
even to ſtiffneſs, which muſt be unlearned ; 
by inclinations already too far rooted and 
fixed, to be eaſily oppoſed or conquered. 
The mind, at the time of life we are ſpeak- 
ing 


8 E RM ON * 20 8 
ing of, i is prepared like a piece of fair paper, 


for whatever impreſſion you will give it: 
entirely vacant, it is ready to receive what 


colour you will beſtow upon it. Now 


therefore is the time to ſave an infinite deal 
of trouble to both parties, by imparting 


gradually ſuch a meaſure of good know- | 


ledge, as the tenderneſs of their faculties 


will admit ; and by continuing to keep peace 


with the growth of their underſtanding, 
ſupplying it from time to time with ſuch 


wholeſome matter, as will, when nghtly 


digeſted, improve them in virtue and good- 


neſs. Their maturer judgement will confirm 
and ſtrengthen thoſe firſt notions, to the 


practice of which they are already pre- 


pared by the, early care and concern of the 


parents. 


2aly. No time can be Ga proper for re- 


ligious inſtruction as childhood; becauſe 
they are then more immediately under go- 
vernment. Which circumſtance improves 


the opportunity. It is plain, that children 


are forward enough to withdraw themſelves 


/ from 
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from ſubjection, and quickly take the ad- 
vantage of increaſing years, to plead ſome 
ſort of independance; that the world aſſiſt 
them in this plea, by exempting perſons 
of any growth from much obedience to their 
parents. Whereupon it is certain, that if 
the foundation be not laid very early, per- 
haps it never may be at all; the conſe- 
quence of which to the perſons themſelves, 
is apparent ruin, and to their parents in- 
finite grief and concern. For they have 
the utmoſt reaſon to apprehend, if they have 
not prevented the contagion of the world 
from taking effect by timely care, that it 
will ſoon overbear all endeavours to recal 
them afterwards to goodneſs. The torrent 
of vice is in general too ſtrong for thoſe to 
reſiſt, who have not been timely apprized 
of it's power; and may poſſibly occaſion a 
violent ſtruggle for the maſtery, even with 
thoſe who have been well | prepared f for it's 
attacks. 
2dhy. As parents ſhould be 8 to fol. 

low the advice 1 in the text, from that con- 
| fiderationz 
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ſideration; ſo likewiſe from another, namely, 
that impreſſions of any ſort received then, 
are moſt laſting. And, allowing the truth 
of this obſervation, it will follow, that then 
is the fitteſt time for impreſſions of religion. 
In general, every perſon is a living witneſs 
of this. The many things which affected 
us in our childhood, and have gained poſ- 
| ſeſſion of us to this time; the prepoſſeſſion 
of our younger years as to various amuſe- 
ments and employments ; paſſages which 
we now clearly recollect, though tranſacted 
at the firſt dawning of the memory, are all 
of them convincing and unanſwerable proofs 
of it. To which may be added, as a con- 
cluſive remark, that the way young people 


have been brought up in, they generally 


adhere to; being very hardly induced to 
love that, for which then they had an aver- 
ſion, or to conceive a hard opinion of what 
they were accuſtomed to admire. There 
are very few things in which men alter or 
vary; and leaſt of all in their appetites and 
| N It being moſt common to obſerve 
8 them, 
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them, in their lateſt age, retain a tincture 
of what they formerly purſued and gave 


themſelves up to. It is fo in the choice of 


their diverſions; much more in the nature 
of their buſineſs ; and moſt of all in their 


notion of religion. 


How neceſſary is it therefore, to take 
notice of this article; and to provide, that 
they may ſet out well in that which, as it 
is their moſt important, ſo is it their moſt 
laſting concern ! For, when the taſte of 
pleaſure is gone, when buſineſs is no more, 
when life itſelf is extin& ; then religion, 
and the concerns of it ſucceed, and take up 
the ſoul! when every thing elſe has deſerted 
it. Whoſe buſineſs is not then like other 
things of a temporary nature, but laſting 
even for ever; 18 not diſpatched by a few 
idle minutes, or a courſe of fleeting years, 
but the effects of it remain inſeparably 
united to it, and determine it's condition 
for ever and ever. 

THIs being the importance of religion; 
it is the proper concern of a parent, to fur- 
„ | _niſh 
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- nin his child with it. And it is equally 
his duty, to follow the advice in the text, 
of doing it when he is young: it being a- 


Fgreeable to reaſon and experience to ſup- 


poſe, that in conſequence of ſuch endeav- 
ours he will finiſh his life as he begun it. 
Not that it is impoſſible to be otherwiſe; 
but that in theſe meaſures hes the greateſt 
probability, and the ſureſt grounds of ſuc- 
ceſs. — If theſe precautions fail, he would 
certainly have miſcarried without them. But 
as they have been provided, the blame will 
fall upon himſelf. Whichis the only com- 
fort a parent can have, upon a child's prov- 
ing wicked : and without this, he muſt be 
the moſt miſerable, and, Ifear, themoſtguilty 
of mankind. Which inclines me to finiſn this 
article, with lamenting the inadvertency of 


the world in this point; ſince it is but a 


very melancholy reflection, how many in the 
world are likely to anſwer for other people's 
miſcarriages, nay, for the miſcarriages of 
their own. children, as well as of them - 
ſelves. 
III. 
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III. 1 come now in the laſt place to pro- 
poſe a method or two for their ſucceſs in 
this work. _ | 
f. IT i evident that none can be of 
more effect, than ſetting a good example; 
which is always very prevailing, but moſtly 
when (as in this caſe) it is backed by au- 
thority. All people in power are moſt at- 
tended to : all their proceedings watched 
and examined ; and when the tenor of their 
actions is weighed, it has more influence 
than verbal commands. This takes place 
with children and ſervants. For it is no 

wonder, that they ſhould pay a ſerious re- 
gard to what their parents and maſters do. 
How excellent a caution does this ſuggeſt 
to them; and how profitable a leſſon does 
it propoſe, to inſtruct others in goodneſs 
by being good themſelves ! And indeed, 
any other endeavour of inſtruction, with- 
out this, is ridiculous; and though, from 
ſuch a man, a ſharp correction may for 
the preſent, put a ſtop to a fault; yet there 
is no ukelihood of a continual influence, 
when 
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when thoſe about him are tempted to de- 
ſpiſe it by obſerving his own practice. They 
may ſhrink under the rod, but be very little 

concerned at the offence; it being one thing 

to be ſorry becauſe they feel the ſmart, and 

| quite another, to be afflicted - becauſe they 
have offended, And where the- ſtreſs is laid 
more on the puniſhment than the crime, 
there are but little hopes of any laſting 
good. 

THz moſt proper method 18 bert, 
that of example: which, if it ſhould not 
be ſo prevalent as it ought, yet imparts a 
becoming dignity to all other methods of 
inſtruction. This being therefore laid down 
as the principal, I need not deſcend to all 
the particular ways which are proper to 
convey the knowledge of religion to young 
people; there being few hours, and much 
fewer actions of a parent, in which he may 
not more or leſs contribute ſomething to 


this end. 
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SERM ON XI. 


On the CONSEQUENCES of SIN. 


— 


RO M. vi. 21. 
What fruit had ye then in Boſe things 
whereof ye are now aſhamed « 9 Jor 
_ theend of thoſe things is death. 
HE Apoſtle in this * 18 — 
ing for the neceſſity of walking ſuit- 
able to the Chriſtian calling; inſiſting, that 


a profeſſion of embracing ſo gracious a 
diſpenſation ſhould be accompanied with 


proper improvements. And this he does 
the more particularly, that he might re- 


move a miſtake, founded on the doctrine 
already laid down. 

FoR, conſidering . that he had aſſerted, 
that God's mercy was more illuſtrated by 
his gracious pardon of the Gentiles, than if 
he had rejected and excluded them, he fore- 

9 3. - 
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ſaw that ſome perverſe ſpirit might form 
this exrgneous concluſion: Let ws continue 
in in, that grace may abound, i. e. Since you 
A affert that the glory of God is manifeſt- 
ed by the pardon of ſin ; why ſhould we 
te not fin on, that by ſtill forgiving us, his 
*6 mercy may be ſo much the more magni- 
* fied ?” God forbid, ſays the Apoſtle, that 
any one ſhould make ſuch an uſe of God's 
mercy as this, How ſhall we who are dead to 
fin, live any longer therein? „* What pro- 
* priety is there in our continuing ſinners, 
" who have by baptiſm vowed a death unto 
* fin? Far be it from any man ſo to inter- 
ͤpret my doctrine, or to imagine that the 
d deſign of God's mercy. is any other than 
_ * to bring men to amendment, This was 
* the end propoſed by God, in bringing 
yer the Gentiles ; and ſurely ought to be 
* purſued by thoſe who are become Chriſ- 
5 tians.“ 
THAT this Is the booties caring 
here, ſeems evident, from his arguing in 


the fame manner in another place about the 
| wy 
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mercy of God. Rom. li. 4. Or deſpiſeſt tho 
the riches of his gobdneſi and forbetrance and 
leng-ſuffering, not knowin? (that is, not con- 
ſidering) that the goodneſs of God leadetb thes 
to repentance ; that his intention in theſs 
merciful meaſures is to bring about your 
reformation ? Which 1s exactly eſtabliſhing 
the ſame notion of God's mercy with what : 
he inſiſts upon in this place; - 
To confirm which, he proteeds by ſacred - 
ſimilitudes to preſs them to the amendment 
of their lives. Know ye not that as many of 
us as were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt; were 
baptized into his death ? Now, by being 6ap- 
lied into the death of Feſus Chriſt, we under- 
ſtand the forſaking of all our former ſins 
and by his reſurrection, our duty of being 
quickened to good works; that /ike as Chriſt 
alſo was raiſed from the dead, ſo we nlſo ſhould 
walk in newneſs of life. Wherein it is plain, 
that the Apoſtle alludes to Chriſt's reſur- 
rection; firſt, as a type or figure of our be- 
ing renewed in all holy converſation, and 
then, in conſequence of ſuch renewal, in 
„ dhe 
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the end, of everlaſting life. For, if we haue 
been planted with him in the likeneſs of his 
death, we ſhall (or ought to be) in the like- 
neſs of his reſurrection. The deſign of his 
mentioning theſe tranſactions, the death and 
reſurrection of our Lord, is immediately ex- 
Preſſed by theſe words; Knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified with him, that the body 
of fn mi g be deſtroyed, that henceforth ye 
ſhould not ſerve fin. The continuance in 
which new ſtate of obedience and purity, 
is inſiſted upon in this reflection; Know- 
ing that Chriſt being raiſed from the dead, dietb 
zo more; and therefore, by parity of circum- 
ſtances, we ſhould never return to thoſe 
fins which we have once renounced. The 
concluſion of the argument is ſummed up 
in theſe words, — Let not fin therefore reign 
in your mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in 
the Iufts thereof. 8 855 
TRE Apoſtle having thus removed that 
frainbling block, and ſhewn by ſpiritual 
ſimilitudes, the Chriſtian duty of refor- 
mation; he proceeds. by ſtill more fa- 
| miliar 
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miliar alluſions to do the ſame: leſt, through 
the weakneſs or groſsneſs of their underſtand- 
ings, they ſhould not clearly comprehend 
his reaſoning in the former inſtances. Un- 
der the conditions therefore of a maſter and 
a ſervant, he repreſents the ſlavery of a ſin- 
ful courſe ; proving to them; that fo long 
as they lived in ſin, they were truly the ſer- 
vants of it, and that by the grace of God 
only in the Goſpel they gained their free- 
dom. Know ye not (ſays he) that tb wWhont 
ye yield yourſelves ſervants th obey, his ſervants. 
ye are whont ye obey ?* © Are ye not ſenſible, 
ie that in common life; whoſe ſervants ſo- 
« ever ye become, his you are todo his work; 
„ and to receive his wages? But God be 
thanked, — Ye have obeyed from the heart, 
that form of dodtrine which was delivered t6 
you. Being made free from fin, ye becanie the 
ſervants of righteouſneſs. .* Ye have now 
t changed your maſter, and are bound in 
i duty now to follow after rightequſneſs, 
at according to your new engagement,” 
* Sn 
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FROM theſe reſemblances the Apoſtle hav- 
ing contended for an holy and upright con- 
„Ver ſation; he now, from the ſame; further 
enforces: the neceſſity of the ſame diligence 
in their new ſervice, as they expreſſed in 
their former ſervitude. For, as ye have 
yielded your members ſervants to uncleanneſs and 
470 iniquity, unto iniquity; eben 2 now yield 
pour members ſervants to righteoufneſe unto ho- 
lineſs. 
Buy which, it is Jkt; the Apoſile is is 
perſuading them to be as zealous in the 
work of their ſalvation and amendment, as 
they had been before in works of ſin. For 
when ye were the ſervants of ſin, ye were free 
from righteouſneſs. At the time of their 1do- 
latrous and corrupt ſtate, they were ſo wholly 
immerſed in thoſe impure performances, 
that righteouſneſs had no manner of influ- 
ence over them. © And therefore”, argues 
the Apoſtle by fair conſequence, © now you 
have caſt off that yoke, you ought to be 


e wholly: and abſolutely devoted tothe works 
* of righteouſneſs,” ; 


þ 


* 


Wulch way of reaſoning the Apoſtle 


- ſtrengthens, by the conſideration of the lit- 


tle ſatisfaction or benefit, which they did or 
could receive from the commiſſion of ſin. 
What fruit had ye then in thoſe things whereof 
pe are now aſhamed? © What pleaſure, what 
advantage, in any light, did the commiſ 
<« ſion of thoſe things adminiſter to you, * 


= which now, upon better inſtruction, you 


ec have reaſon to be aſhamed?” — For the 
end of thoſe things is death. 
IN which words, as the Apoſtle has ee | 
us the character and conſequences of a ſin- 
ful courſe ; I ſhall, in the purſuit of this 
diſcourſe, more particularly conſider, 
I. THE preſent fruits and attendants of 
a ſinful courſe. — What fruit had ye then 
in thoſe things, whereof ye are now a= 
Hamed ? | 
II. Taz future conſequences of it. Fur 
the end of thoſe things is death. 
I. For the preſent fruit of a ſinful 
_ courſe —It will be eaſily admitted, that it 
is attended with inward diſſatisfaction. For 
| | it 
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it is rarely poſſible, that fin ſhould bs 
committed, and that he who commits it 
ſhould reap any ſolid ſatisfaction. A man's 
own conſcience bears witneſs againſt 
| him, that he has offended God. He has 
that teſtimony within, which no outward 
appearances, no interruptions of buſi- 
neſs, no engagements of pleaſure can fi- 
lence. | 
Ir is true, that ſome people do as much 
as they can to ſtifle it ; they plunge them- 
ſelves as deep as they can into reflections of 
another nature. But they cannot ſo far 
fuppreſs the dictates of their conſcience, 
but that it will frequently intrude itſelf an 
unwelcome gueſt. 
IT is true likewiſe, that ſome men uſe 
a great deal of art to diſguiſe any appear- 
ance of inward uneaſineſs; and guard as 
much as poſlible againſt any one's diſcover- 
ing what paſſes within them. But all that 
artifice is too little for the purpoſe. They 
frequently betray themſelves ; eſpecially to 
thoſe with whom they are much converſant. 
_.-* © Strangers, 


2 Vers Irie > Se er Ie MI en ee 


SERMON XI. 219 


Strangers, upon a little acquaintance, may 
be deceived : but far otherwiſe is it with 


' thoſe, who have frequent opportunities 


of being near ſpectators. To them the 
mirth of wicked men appears forced and 
unnatural, their reaſonings incoherent and 
ill digeſted, their converſation perplexed 
and wandering. All which plainly enough 
ſignify, that an inward diſorder cauſes theſe 
diſtractions, and diſturbs the frame and 


connection of their diſcourſes. Now this 
is a lamentable fruit of our actions; to la- 


bour for pain and remorſe, to reap perpe- 
tual uneaſineſs and anxiety: thus to be in- 


terrupted in buſineſs, checked in our pur- 
ſuit of pleaſure, to have all our motions 
leavened with this bitter mixture; what is 


it but to ſuffer, even immediately upon the 
commiſſion, ſome part of the puniſhment 
of our ſins? 


Bur this is not the only preſent fruit of 
a ſinful courſe: the ſhame which it brings 


with it is another ſad attendant upon it. 
The gratification of fin are in general of 
ſuch 


— —àRü—E— — — 


A 


ſuch a kind, as to'debaſe our nature, to 
take from 1 it's dignity. For, is it not a great | 
diſparagement to a reaſonable creature, to 


tie itſelf down to carnal and ſenſual plea- 


ſures? 

As for brutes, they follow the law of 
their nature, which has put them under the 
dominion of ſenſible impreſſions : the pur- 
ſuit of which in them is acting but ſuitably 


to their obligations. But far otherwiſe is it 


with man. God gave him the faculty of 
reaſon, to correct the inſtigations of carnal 
appetites. He is to be governed, not by 
ſenſual, but rational motives. He is to ſquare 
his actions, not by his own will, but by 


5 the notices of reaſon, and the dictates of 


religion. Therefore it happens, that when . 


men commit wickedneſs, they run into 


corners, they ſhelter themſelves under the 
cover of the night, and hide themſelves 


from the world. They know that to be 
detected in unlawful purſuits is to cover 


themſelves with ſhame; that a juſt re- 
* will fall . them, for having 
violated | 


SERMON XL 221 
violated the laws of their being, and re- 
ceded from that purity and uprightneſs, 


which is required of them. 


THUs, though they cannot ſtand aide 
to their own conſciences, they are willing : 
to do ſo to the world; they by no means 
would have their ſecret practices communi- 
cated to other men: hence they are com- 
pelled to deviſe various arts to impoſe on 
the world; to have recourſe to mean ſhifts, 
and ſcandalous ſubterfuges; and when hard 
put to it, are conſtrained to take ſhelter 
under notorious falſities and palpable lies. | 
How wretched a condition is this! how 
deplorable a circumſtance to be forced to 
ſcandalous means, to fave their credit! 
Were it even certain therefore, that wick- 
edneſs could be concealed from the world; 
yet who would chuſe ſecurity upon ſuch 
baſe and unequal terms? | 

BUT after all, ſin is ſeldom concealed 
long: wickedneſs, though ever ſo ſecretly 
| perpetrated, has various ways of diſcloſing 

itſelf; and then follows that ſhame, which 

1 2+ nl 
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has been ſo induſtriouſly warded off: then 
ſucceeds that confuſion of face, which muſt. 
attend the diſcovery of a wicked converſa- 
tion. This is indeed the ſhame, which wick- 
ed people dread more than the fin itſelf: to 
be expoſed to the world, to have their name 
and character the ſubje&t of every one's 
ſcorn and ridicule. This they judge to be 
the worſt of evils: this they can leſs ſup- 
port than remorſe of conſcience, and pain 
of mind. No doubt, this is a tormenting 
circumſtance, a fore and painful evil: but 
by no means to be put in competition with 
ſome of the wages of fin. This is a fond- 
neſs for one's ſelf, a value, not for our loſt 
innocence, but for a blaſted reputation: 
and yet is with too many the only princi- 
ple, upon which they expreſs any ſorrow | 
for their finful courſes: which brings me 
naturally to diſcourſe of this fruit and at- 
tendant upon ſin; namely, publick ſhame 
and loſs of reputation. 
Foz, though wicked men have too many 
known companions to keep them in coun- 


4 tenance ; 


SERMON XI. 223 
tenance; and more ſecret ones, who, from 
ſelf- conviction of their own guilt, keep 
ſilence; yet neither the one nor the other 
diſſemble their diſtruſt and diſeſteem of 
thoſe, whoſe crimes are come to light. Com- 
mon decency extorts from even them, an 
outward ſhew of diſpleaſure at ſuch people 
and practices: but much more from the 
other part of the world, from thoſe, who, 
in general, act ſoberly and | religiouſly, 
They, in a particular manner, are alarmed | 
at thoſe, whom they find to have made 
ſhipwreck of their conſciences. They juſtly 
enough withdraw all confidence from them, 
and avoid any intercourſe with them: they 
look upon it, that thoſe who have ventured 
to offend God, will make no ſcruple to 
tranſgreſs any other obligation; and that 
there is no further ſecurity in any of their 
| 12 | 

BUT what ſhall we ſay to thoſe, who 
** by a vicious behaviour, defeated all a 
parent's hope in his child: who have repaid 
his many hours of tedious anxiety, with 
bringing 
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| bringing infamy into his houſe; and have 


fadly diſappointed his expectations, and 


fruſtrated his fond preſages of their future 


well-being? This is one of the ſad fruits and 


preſent attendants. of ſin, — that it ſpreads 
diſhonour far and near: that the ſcandal 
of ſuch practices, covers their faces with 
confuſion who have had no ſhare in it, who 


are no otherwiſe concerned in it than by 
an unfortunate relation. _ 
Such are the fruits and prefent attendants 


of ſin. Many more, would the time permit 
5 V 


me, might be recounted : but I ſhall con- 


_ elude what has been offered on this _ 


with an obſervation or two. 
1/t, THAT fin, and the pleaſures of it, 
are purchaſed at too great a price. For 


the pleaſure of it is but momentary: but 
the fruits and effects are laſting and perma- 
nent. It is a great while before any perſon, 
even by repentance, recovers true peace of 


mind: but much longer, before he re- 


covers his good name. The world does not 
2 fo * * or forget offences: they 


retain 


SERMON XI. 225 


retain the ſenſe of injuries a long time; ; 
and every body looks upon himſelf as in 
ſome meaſure injured, by the ſinful and 
looſe converſation of others. 
2dly, FROM what has been ſaid it ap- 
pears, that a ſinful courſe is the moſt un- 
happy ſtate : for it produces evils of all 


| ſorts; it raiſes an enemy in one's own 


breaſt, adds more from the reſentment of 
the world; but what is worſt of all, is a 
high provocation to God Almighty. What 
can be more miſerable, than to be deprived 
of all manner of comfort, and of that eſ- 
pecially, which would ballance any, even 
the greateſt evil, the favour of God? 
II. WHICH brings me, by way of conclu- 
* to the future conſequences of fin. — 
For the end of theſe things is death. For not- 
withſtanding all the fruits of fin, which I 
have mentioned, and the many more which 
I might have recounted ; did they all ter- 
minate with life, was this world the only 
| ſcene of the puniſhment of fin, the charge 
of folly could not be ſo ftrongly preſſed 
© „ 


— 
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upon the ſinner as it now is. For tho 
- miſery of a ſinful ſtate principally conſiſts 


in this circumſtance; that all theſe are 
but the forerunners of greater evils; — 
that ſhame and remorſe, that uneaſineſs 
and anxiety, that loſs of reputation and 


peace of mind, are all preparatory intro- 
ductions to what is to follow. The term 
death, here ſet to expreſs the future con- 


ſequences of fin, is frequently uſed in a 
temporal ſenſe, to ſignify a ſeparation 
from worldly good, or a ſummary inflic- 
tion of all natural evils. In which ſenſe, 
when the apoſtle ſays, that the end of theſe 
things is death; it may very truly be affirm. 

ed, that fin is the cauſe and fountain of all 
natural evil, even to the bringing upon 
us that worſt of temporal evils, a ſepara- 


tion of the ſoul from the body. And this, 


conſidering mortality was introduced by 


diſobedience, is properly confirmed by the 


apoſtle's wards, — by fin death came into the 
world, And in an natural order, death may 
be fad to be the end * ſin: as ſinful 


cCourſes 
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courſes introduce, haſten, and ſtren gthen 


thoſe diſeaſes, which terminate in the total 


diſſolution of the bodily frame. But the 
apoſtle intended theſe words in a higher 
ſenſe; implying, that the conſequences of 
fin affect the future ſtate and condition of 
the ſoul, and fix it in that condition, 


which, for the extream miſery of it, is 


ſtyled Death: expreſſing, by the common 
notion of the word, when applied to cor- 
poral evils, the extraordinary and peculiar 
puniſhment of it in another life. And in 
this light it is directly oppoſed to eternal 
ſalvation, in the next verſe: for the wages 
of fin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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SERMON XII. 


On PUBLICK WorsHtre, 


9 


ECCLES.v. 1. 

Keep thy foot when thou goeft into the 
houſe of God, — and be more ready 
to hear than to give ſacrifice of fools x 
fir they confider not lar they 
do evil. " 
5 A RT = | 
N my firſt diſcourſe on this ſubject, I 
explained the meaning and deſign of 


theſe words; and from them argued for 
the conſtant frequenting of the publica 
worſhip. A duty which ariſes from our ob- _ 
| ligationtoGodas our Creator, from the per- 
fections inherent in him worthy our adora- 
tion, and the benefits flowing to us from 
him, which claim our acknowledgement. 

P3 Theſe 
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Theſe are the proper foundations for the 
worſſiip of God. They expreſſly oblige us 
to the performance of it; and nothing can 


excuſe our refuſal or neglect. All which 1 
have, in a particular manner, laid before 


your: %% 4 ” LY 4 « 3 vgs 
# * . 


BuT the words of the text expreſſiy re- 


commend to us another duty: enjoining a 
| reverent behaviour, in our publick addreſ- 
ſes to God Almighty, — Keep thy foot &c. 
« Attend ſeriouſly to the buſineſs you come 


** to do there z conſider well the propriety 
« of a decent and religious demeanour at 


* your devotions”. No doubt, this wiſe and 
religious king gave this advice, becauſe his 


own obſervation informed him, that it was 


| heceffary: that he found men came to wor- 
hip, with minds improperly diſpoſed, wan- 

dering after other affairs, and fixed upon 

| things foreign to the purpoſe of coming 


thete. Which, defeating the end of a pub- 
lick place of worſhip, and bringing along 
with 1 it a ſhow only of piety, was a mock- 
ing of God, and an offence to all good men. 

TY gs | a 
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” Therefore Solomon preſcribes a fotm of a 
more ſuitable practice: requiring men to 
reform and correct this great abuſe, 

IN treating of the text, I propoſed, 

I. To ſhew that we are under an obli« 
gation to frequent the W of 
God: 

IL. In what conſiſts a proper and reve» 
rent behaviour there. To the firſt I have 
already ſpoken, and promed now to the 
ſecond. 

EVERY one who acknowledges that his 
duty requires him to attend the houſe of 

God, will on the leaſt reflexion, acknow- 
tedge the propriety of a decent behaviour 
in it. For, if we conſider who God Al- 
mighty is, even the Lord of heaven and 
earth; it will appear no leſs than the moſt 

dangerous preſumption, to approach him 
otherwiſe. What then ſhall be ſaid of thoſe 
men, who come into the place of worſhip, 
with leſs reſpect than they enter the houſe 
of another man but little their ſuperior? 
What religious thoughts can we ſuppoſe to 

dS be 
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be in that man's breaſt, when there are 


not the leaſt traces of it to be feen 1 in his 
behaviour. ” 
Tis true, that the nodes + 18 the frat of 
8 and that whatever outward ſhows : 
men make, unleſs they proceed from thence, | 


they are vain and idle. But as men are to 


avoid hypocriſy in their deportment; fo 


_ ought the diſpoſition of body and ſoul to 


be allied together. There is no neceſſity 
for the other extreme: ſo far from it, that 


it is utterly unſuitable, both with reſpect 


to God and man. For a careleſs, negligent, 


or light behaviour, muſt be improper be- 
fore the Majeſty of God; and is highly of⸗ 


fenſive in the eyes of good men. 

Bor though it ought to be concluded, 
that they who are truly religious, will of 
courſe behave accordingly; nevertheleſs, 
there are many in the world, who would | 
be thought ſo, that act otherwiſe; that are 


very defective in this article, and ſeem to 
be ſo fatisfied that they are there, as to 
have * * how they ought to be- 


have 


* 
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have themſelves. Which practice having 


an ill effect on themſelves, and being of 
bad example to others; it will be very 
neceſſary to ſhew, in what conſiſts a reve- 


rent and proper behaviour. 
1. THE firſt and moſt material circum- 
ſtance in our behaviour before God, is that 


of wholly abſtracting the mind from all 
other concerns. For, what have we to do 
with the buſineſs of this world, when we 
are employed only about another? Are 


there not ſix days to follow the buſineſs of 
our callings, and to employ our thoughts 


on our temporal affairs? We are ſuppoſed 


to ſettle every thing material, every imme- 
diate concern, every thing of importance, 


during that term: and that there remains 


nothing but the neceſſary proviſion for the 
day, to take up our thoughts. Shall then 


any trifle that 'occurs, engage our regard? 
Is it proper, that it ſnould take us off from 
our devotion, and interfere with our 


prayers ? 


BUT 
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Bur, whatever liberties we take with the | 
reſt of the day, that portion of it which is 


taken up in our publick devotions, ſhould be 
| wholly ſet apart for that purpoſe, No other 
concern is to be admitted : nothing to be 
| Tuffered to break in upon and interrupt 


that immediate correſpondence, which we 


then hold with God Almighty. , For our 
whole lives ſpent in the worſhip of him, 


would be but an inconſiderable tribute. 


But he, knowing our natures, has graciouſs 


ly accepted of a ſmall part of it; leaving 


us the reſt to ſupply the neceſlities of our 

| condition. But then; this ought to be ſas 
ered: it is ſolemnly ſequeſtered to this uſe, 
and ſet apart for his worſhip, as ſolely and 


peculiarly belonging to him: therefore it 
is profane, to admit of any other buſineſs 


during that time: it is impious, to mix the 
vile concerns of this miſerable world with 

our worſhip of him; it is ſacrilege, to alie- 
nate thoſe moments, which are dedicated 


to his ſervice, 


IT 
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Ir is certain therefore, that to incumber 
the mind, and to employ the thoughts a- 
bout other things, is highly improper: and 
that to exclude them intirely, i is 4 material 
circumſtance in our addreſſes to God Al- 
mighty. To which will greatly contribute, 
2dly, A due attention to the publick ſer- 
vice. For, as any wandering thoughts are 
to be ſuppreſſed; ſo is all confuſion to be 
avoided: but this is frequently produced by 
the miſconduct of ſome, even pious people: 
who mix devotions of their own with the 
publick form. For in this caſe, the mind 
cannot attend to both; it can receive but 
one thing at a time: and in all ſuch caſes, 
the one or the other muſt be neglected, or 
divide and diſtract the mind ſo, that it can 
entertain neither as it ought. But the end of 
a publick form is, the preſerving of order: 

that every one may, without diſtraction, 
worſhip God in a clear and decent manner ; 
being neither at a loſs what to pray for as 
they ought, nor for words in which they ; 
may _— their wants. 
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TRE due attention to the publick form, 
is therefore the beſt method of keeping out 
improper thoughts, and of tying down the 
mind to the buſineſs it ſhould purſue: and 
at the ſame time, fulfils the deſign of wor- 
ſhipping God in publick, by turning the 
hearts of all the congregation, as of one 


man, to the adoration of the Supreme 
Being. And this caution is the more 


proper in this place; becauſe ſomething 
like it is given in the verſe immediately 
following the text. Be not raſh with thy 
mouth : and let not thy heart be haſly to ut- 


ter any thing before God: for God is in hea- 


ven, and thou upon earth; therefore let thy 
avords be few. ——— For a dream cometh 
through multitude of buſineſs, and a fool's 
voice is known by multitude of words. — A 
caution, which the wiſe-man gives, from the 
known difficulty of ſpeaking much, and 


wiſely at the ſame time, to God: obſerving 


that it is as natural for a man, who pours 


out abundance of words in his prayers, to 


vent a great WF" vain and unſeemly 
| * 
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ſpeeches; as for a man, who is hurried 
with buſineſs in the day, to be diſturbed 
with ſome of it in the night. We of this 
church have the ſtronger inducement to 

follow this advice; as we have an excellent 
form to attend to, compiled by holy and 
venerable men, famous for their learning 
and piety: which, whoever carefully Peru- 
ſes, will find to come neareſt to the in- 
ſpired writings, of any human production 
whatever; and will therefore avoid any 
impure mixture with it. As the keeping 
cloſe to the publick form, is one great help 
to the right conducting ourſelves in the 
publick worſhip of God; ſo does ĩt ſuggeſt 
to us another particular, in which conſiſts 
a reverent behaviour: namely, a confor= _ 
mity in the compoſure of the body to what 
18 preſcribed 1 in the ſervice. For, this is 
another help to order and regularity; not 
leaving every one at liberty to diſturb the reſt 
of the congregation, by an ill- timed change 
of ſituation; but preſcribing g thoſe altera- 


tions, at one and the ſame time, to all. 
| The 
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The propriety of which is evident: whether 
ve conſider the intention of publick wor- 
ſhip, or the confuſion which a contrary 
practice would introduce. The wiſdom of 
this injunftion no one will deny: fince, 
if we weigh well the different fancies of 
men, it is to be feared, that their meeting 
together would be fo far from promoting 
the publick worſhip, that, without ſuch 
a reſtraint, there could be no worſhip at 
all. For this reaſon therefore; even for 
the maintenance of decency and order, 
chat they may neither do an improper 
thing themſelves, nor diſturb others; it is 
incumbent upon every one to follow the 
rules laid down by his particular church. 
From which compliance, none, that I know 
of, are exempt, but thoſe who can fairly 
| plead the ed of age _ __ 
mities. wh | 
FROM what has been ſaid, e 5 
ſerve the indecent liberty which ſome take 
in the publick worſhip, — either of not 
| attending at all to the ſervice; or of ſo far 
watch- 
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watching the progreſs of it, as to diſcover a 


manifeſt uneaſineſs that it is not over, Which 


two very contrary practices proceed from 


one and the ſame ſource; a want of a true 
ſenſe of religion. For, did men apprehend 
the deſign of a publick worſhip, or their 


obligation to the performance of it, or the 
improvements which may be made by it; 


they would diſcharge it in a better manner. 
But for want of this, we fo often ſee a be- 
haviour in the church, which thoſe men 
would think a reflection upon themſelves 
in their own houſes : and, even from thoſe 
who do not proceed ſo far, a careleſſneſs and 
inattention, which they would be aſhamed 
of in any private and temporal concern. 
Bor this is the misfortune of mankind, 
that they do nat attend to affairs of an- 


other life with that application which they : 


ſet forth in their worldly buſineſs. For would 


they exert themſelves in the ſame manner; 


would they uſe the ſame diligence, and 
ſearch as eagerly for expedients proper to 


promote their better intereſt ; we ſhould ſee 


re- 


— — K — 
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religion more univerſally embraced, more 
heartily eſpouſed, and the appearance of it 
more zealouſly maintained. But this has 
| ever been the caſe. The children of this world 
{ſays our Lord) are wiſer in their generation, 
than the. children of light. Thoſe who have no 
| other view than this world, ſhew more wiſ- 
dom. in the management of thoſe concerns, 
and with more anxiety preſs the ſucceſs of 
them; than thoſe do who profeſs a better 
hope, in the purſuit of their eternal intereſt. 
To this is owing the general defect of men's 


behaviour before God; even of thoſe who 


very readily. acknowledge (if we may be- 
lieve them) their obligation to religious 
„„ 
Foz, as to thoſe who W il; in ahe | 
publick worſhip, from a diſlike or contempt 
of the preſcribed form ; I take the objecti- 
ons with which they perpetually perplex 
themſelves and others, to be derived from 
a worſe fountain, a diſlike to any at all. 
For all men know that no human inſtitu- 
tion is perfect. Why then ſhould they con- 
— | tend 
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tend for endleſs alterations, liable to the — 
| imperfections ? | 
IN which I do not ke: to thoſe wh 
publickly diſſent from us: though to them 
the ſame obſervation is very pertinent. For 
they acknowledge that God Almighty is to 
be publickly worſhipped: but (fay they) not 
in any ſet-form; becauſe that is liable to 
many exceptions. But I would aſk, how 
are the petitions of men, left to themſelves, - 
liable to leſs? If there ought, as Solomon has 
remarked, to be great caution uſed in our 
addreſſes to God Almighty, both in regard 
to the matter they utter, and the manner 
.of uttering it ; how is extemporary praying 
” reconcileable with this advice? Surely a man 
may modeſtly conclude, (and every modeſt 
man would) that a form compiled by a 
{et of eminently pious and learned men, 
carefully reviſed and corrected, recom- 
mended by publick authority, is highly pre- 
ferable to the unguarded dreams, and unad- 
viſed utterance of ſilly and enthuſiaſtick 
ne — By being preferable, I mean, a 


Wo much 
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much ſafer way of addreſſing God Almighty; 
a more reverential manner of approaching 
him; and a more ſuitable expreſſion of the 


ſenſe we ought to have of his majeſty, and _ 


the immenſe diſtance e is between us. 
and him. 

Bur to return, nothing can W PY 
ſurd, than a light and inconſiderate be- 
haviour in the church. For we are more 
immediately in God's preſence: we reſort 
thither becauſe he has ſaid, Vbereſocuer tavo 
or three are gathered together, there am I in 
the mid of you. We go thither expreſſly to 
make known our wants, and to celebrate 
his praiſe. How is a light behaviour recon- 
_ cileable with this deſign ? Or what ſucceſs 
is to be expected from a deportment ſo little 
decent? The care with which we proceed, 
to recommend ourſelves to thoſe whom we 
would engage in our intereſt, is very well 


known. The ceremonious reſpect, with _ 


which we approach a perſon of diſtinction, 
no one is ignorant of: how much more then 
are theſe things OY _— we addreſs 

our- 
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- ourſelves to God ? To him who made all 
men, by whoſe Providence the greateſt of 


men is nouriſhed and ſupported ? If with- 
| out theſe introductions, no man preſumes 


upon ſucceſs; how much do we neglect our 
own intereſt, when we omit them before 
God Almighty, from whom alone is derived 
their power, on whom we depend! This 
is but common wiſdom when we aſk for 
the conveniences of this life: but when our 
petitions are directed for a. bleſſed immox- 
tality ; all the powers of body and ſoul are 
to be ſummoned together, to urge an ac 
| ceptance of our prayers. For ſurely, we can 
never be too much affected with a deſire of 
eternal happineſs, or too ardently teſtify 
our ſenſe of ſuch a mercy: Whether there- 
fore we reflect on his majeſty, or the ſub- 
ject and importance of our petitions, or 
the place we are in; all theſe ſtrongly con- 
clude for a reverent behaviour in our pub- 
lick devotions, and condemn as infinitely 
abſurd and dangerous, all indecency, whe- 
ther through inadvertence or deſign. 
Q2 EEE 
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I have thus far proceeded with the firſt 
part of the text: in which Solomon pre- 
| ſcribes a reverential regard to be paid to the 
| houſe of God. I ſhall obſerve, by way of 
concluſion, what is contained in the ſecond: - 
Be more ready, &c. Tn which is recommend. 
ed to us, a due attention to the defign of 
coming thither, vig. our improvement in 
all Chriſtian virtues. For herein is another 
miſtake in the conduct of ſome men: that 
they place the whole of religion in ſuch 
performances; that they ſcrupulouſly affect 
an eſteem for the publick forms of religion, 
and paſs over the influence ſuch practices 
ought to have upon their lives. This was 
dur Lord's complaint of the Jrws; that they 
| honoured God with their mouth, but their heurts 
were far from him; that they adhered to the 
_ outward forms, and neglected thofe mward 
qualifications and graces, which were by | 
theſe types and figures recommended to 
them. For this reaſon Solomon ſays, Be more | ö 
ready to obey, &tc. to rectify the miſtaken 
3 of deluded men. 55 
8 BUT, 


=. 
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BUT, whatever notions the Jews may 
have imbibed ; Chriſtians are plainly told 
the contrary. The tribute of the heart, 
and affections, and the accommodations of 
the will to his commands, are what God 
has deelared he requires, and will accept no 
other obedience : that the deer of the word, 
and not the hearer only is juſtified : that he 
who builds his hopes on any other founda- 
tion, will meet with the fate that man muſt 
expect, who builds his houſe upon the ſand; 


— namely, that of loſing all his pains, of 


being deprived of all his expectations, reap- 


| ing this only fruit of ſuch a folly, that of 


being buried in the ruins. 

WHEREFORE, let us not beworſhippers 
in word only, but in deed, and in truth: 
evidencing to all, by our converſation, that 
we frequent the church of God out of a 


ſincere ſenſe of religion; to the glory of 


God's great Name, and the falvation of our 
immortal ſouls. 


THE END... 


